Greetings from the Pastor:
Nearly 60 years ago, the
Reverend
Allen Waters
undertook the task of organizing a Congregation
in Providence, and with
the assistance
of four
reliable and responsible
trustees - Alonzo Allen,
Andrew Rhodes, Edward
Potter, Samuel Crum the Church of God and
Saints of Christ was incorporated on August 14,
1908 in the State of Rhode
Island. The membership
under the Reverend Waters fostered religious development through indoctrination and fellowship.
The next pastor, the Reverend Benjamin H. Watkins,
continued to develop and broaden the religious program which had been started by his predecessor. He
and the members were successful in purchasing at 68
Pond Street an edifice which became the major source
of funds for the building of our new tabernacle.
Our predecessors bequeathed to us in the spirit of
love a rich religious legacy which we hope to pass to
our posterity. The impetus of this spiritual heritage, which
we hope to share with others, should inspire us to accept
the responsibility and challenge of a new and attractive
opportunity to advance the work of their hands.
Through the indefatigible efforts of our predecessors
who desired a new tabernacle and ,,... died in faith, not
having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off ... ", and through the laborious striving of our
now faithful souls, who would not accept defeat but who
bravely withstood the deprivation of a suitable p]ace of
worship, a dream came true, a foundation was laid, a
tabernacle was erected.
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This tabernacle will be instrumental in:
1) promoting the spiritual growth of the individual
and giving him a philosophy of life that is undergirded with a dynamic God-consciousness;
2) making religion felt as the greatest dynamic force
in the community and utilizing a program that
will create a community of worshipers to oppose
the ungodly and provide a religious basis for a
new social order;
3) establishing an international missionary perspec tive and effecting a program that will induce dis content with the present world until it is in har mony with the whole cosmos;
4) writing the law of God into the heart of man and
making clearer the unconditional and incomparable worth of the moral law."
Life is becoming increasingly difficult and problematic because of the imposing contemporary social dis orders that tend to confuse and devaluate life.
Though our hearts are saddened by the prevailin g
circumstances, we do welcome the available opportunity to extend our services of redemption and regeneration in the community to those disturbed and socially
disinherited people who live on the back streets of aching humanity and suffer from an impediment of social
intercourse and whose background deprives them of
social sophistication.
This monumental task might appear to be too great
for us to accomplish, but with the help of God we can
work wonders. If there should be any doubt in regard
to our success, let us reflect upon the immortal words of
Isaiah, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee, be not dismayed
for I am thy God, I will strengthen thee, yea I will help
thee."
Isaiah 41: 10
11
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OUR TABERNACLE: A split-level structure with sanctuary, social halt classrooms, offices, indoor garden,
parking lot, etc.

HISTORICAL DATES
The Reverend Allen Waters came to Providence as the First Pastor
The Church of God and Saints of Christ was
incorporated in the State of Rhode Island

July 5, 1905
August 14, 1908

1935

The Reverend Benjamin H. Watkins was installed as the Second Pastor
The Southern Jubilee Singers were organized

October 2, 1948

The Edifice at 68 Pond Street was purchased

May 2, 1957

The Right Reverend Levi S. Plummer came to
Providence as the Third Pastor

September,

September

1935

28, 1957

January 6, 1959

.The Right Reverend Levi S. Plummer
officially installed as Pastor
The Echoes of Melody were organized
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PASTOR
The Right Reverend Levi S. Plummer, B.S., B.D.
Bishop

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
by

March, 1960

Edifice at 68 Pond Street was purchased
the State of Rhode Island for a thruway

June, 1960

Congregation moved into temporary quarters
at 32 Haskins Street

June, 1963

The Reverend Judah A. Person came to Providence as Associate Minister

November 31, 1963

Last Service at 32 Haskins Street

December 6, 1963

moved again to temporary
Congregation
quarters at 105 Benedict Street

June 16, 1964

SERVICES RENDERED: Spiritual growth, fellowship, religious education, charity, welfare, recreation.

Purchased corner lot at Dodge and Cranston
Redevelopment ·
Streets from Providence
Agency

August 6, 1964

Broke ground for new tabernacle

May 1, 1965

First service held in social hall of new tabernacle

July 4, 1965

Dedication of new tabernacle

The Reverend Judah A. Person
ARCHITECT: Ira Rakatansky, A.I.A.

BOARDOF TRUSTEES
Adelbert

Thomas, Chairman

Armond S. Venter, Sr.

Joshua Thomas

Ardele Waters, Sec'y

Ronald Thomas

Julius Price ·

Eugenia Hilliard

BUILDINGCOMMITTEE
The Right Reverend

Levi S. Plummer, Chairman

Luke N. Fears,

WEEKENDSCHEDULE
Service, Friday evening, July 2, 7:00 p.m.
Service, Saturday, July 3, 10:00 a.m.
Dedication Service, Sunday , July 4, 3:00 p.m.

Elizabeth
Meals served
at
Tabernacle

CONTRACTOR: Paul Surabian

Thomas,

Publicty

a.nd Promotion

Finance

Be3trice K. Phillips , Furnishings
Eleanor J. Thomas, Study
Allinisse Cogell, Architect and Site

