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a man ot peace; God
· fnows how I love peace. But I
. hope I shall never be such a
coward as-,o mistake oppression
lor peace. 11
-Hungarian freedom Fighter
Kossuth.
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Prayer Of Th~

,veek .

Hear us-; 0 God of mercy, _;

·and unto our minds show ·
the light of Thy grace.
Through our Lord.
Amen • .;:
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Civil War, saying to themt "You do ';
Coming in May is the celebration
of the 15oth anniversary of the Afri- not need to force ou1· colored people l
to serve in the army. .Jus.t tell us ,
can Methodist Episcopal Ohurch.
how many volunteers y-0u want and i
The church has a place in the
city's history different from any oth- we will produce them."
That Bethel pastor became a c~ap·
~. ed lain in the army, one of the frrst,
The first conference of organiz
AMEs was held in Baltimore. No - and 8,000 col:ored volunteers· from
Maryland went with him.
written records of any kind antedate
Th~ story of the AME.s, lik·e. the
those of Baltimore.
.
story
of the Methodists and Baph~ts,
The first elected bishop was a
spans
this same hundred and fifty
Baltimorean, Daniel -Coker. When he
years.
couldn't serve, the honor went to
Its bishops, devoted pastors and
Richard Allen of Philadelphia.
.
constitute the leaders of the
elders
The first church was Bethel. The
city as well as the leaders of the
chief AiME churches of thiat same
state.
.~
name are in every Iar ,ge city.
Under the direction
of Bi·suop
It was a pastor of Baltir!10re's
Bethel who cru:ried a delegation to George Baber, we do well to mark
,
.
the militaryauthorities during ,the thpn· ':\.chievement.s.
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The heritage which is ours is one of both age and wisdom, one of constant
struggle, and one of minimized success. As we here at Bethel Church look back
through the pages of history, our hearts cry out in appreciation for a history able
to stand firm though challenged and threatened at every turn .
The African Freedman's Society, the organization which later developed into
Bethel A.M.E. Church, was founded and established in Rhode Island exactly 100
years before the incorporatio:i of Bethel. Slaves had begun to steal away in the evenings, gathering in the woods out of the vision of their masters, to hear God's word
as preached by one of their brethren. History has revealed that they met with such
consistency that an organization was automatically formed. Such was the humble
beginnings of what is today . . . a section of the only organization of international
makeup, which is owned, operated, and controlled by the American Negro--the
African Methodist Episcopal Church.
From 1739 to 1795, the church wavered but remained in existence. At first
there were laws which did not permit the congregating of slaves. In spite of this,
God was guiding and directing his children out of the path of hurt, harm, and danger.
When the shackles of bondage were snapped, African ~Iethodism immediately
sprang into existence in Rhode Island. The people created a definite organization.
A building was secured on Thayer Street and named Bethel A.M.E. Church.
Though there were those who waged constant warfare on Bethel , the church
lived on. Men and women of color were ostracized, criticized, arrested, and some
even convicted for the crime of organizing a church that they might worship under
their own vine and fig tree. Nevertheless, the church continued to stand as a symbol of freedom of worship. When one was removed by the authorities , he was
miraculously replaced by two or three.
The church struggled but continued to prosper. Escaped slaves were led by
Harriet Tubman via the underground railroad up through Philadelphia, New Jersey,
New York, Connecticut, into Bethel, Providence. The significance of Bethel began
to grow until slaves, though shackled in bondage on the red clay of South Carolina,
became acquainted with this monument to freedom.
By this time the walls of Bethel were bulging, unable to accommodate the
hundreds of folk who rushed there for worship. The lot on which the church is now
located was purchased in 1820 and the present building was constructed.
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Among the men who have played a role in the preservation of this great church
are Reverends J. B. Franklin Lacey, Pottinger, Newby, C. C. Dunlap, ,v. H. Thomas,
Cole, Witten, Hamilton, Campbell, Delaney, J. Julian Jenkins, C. B. Barrows, R. A.
Hildebrand, Griffith, Pitts, Richardson, W. J. Laws, George Rue, H. H. Burley
Collins, and the present Minister the Rev. Lascelle ~1. Watts.
Today we are standing on the threshold of still another era. An era of awakening, an era in which the good people of this great city, as well as the great citizenry
of New England have said in concrete language, "We shall preserve this great
heritage ."
Yes, though the church still suffers trials and tribulations we now face a bright
tomorrow. We know that Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church shall continue
to live. We know that a beacon light shall remain aflame in this corner of God's
vineyard, signifying the motto of African r..Iethodism-GOD
THE FATHER . .
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER ... MAN OUR BROTHER.

