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REPORT.

To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Rhode
Island:
Your Commission, to which, by virtue of a resolution passed
May 24, 1893, was delegated the authority and duty "to select and
purchase a site and erect thereon a building for the State Normal
School," respectfully beg leave to present this their report.
The constitution of the Commission at the date of its creation
was as follows: His Excellency D. Russell Brown, Governor; His
Honot Melville Bull, Lieutenant-Governor; Messrs. Dwight R.
Adams, Samuel H. Cross, J olm E. Kendrick, J. Howard Manchester, Percy D. Smith, Frank E. Thompson, and Thomas B. Stockwell, Trustees of the Rhode Island Normal School.
At the first meeting of the Commission, held May 27, 1893,
Messrs. Kendrick, Cross, and Smith were appointed a committee
to look for and examine sites for the proposed building, and report
to the Commission with their recommendations. At a meeting
held September 2, 1893, the committee appointed at the previous
meeting reported progress, but asked for further time before
making a specific recommendation.
At a meeting of the committee on site held December 23, 1893,
it was formally decided that the site occupied . by the old State
prison combined more advantages than any other available location, and on the 4th of January, 1894, the Commission voted to
ask the General Assembly that the said old State prison lot, with
the buildings thereon, be transferred to them for the uses of the
new building. In response to the above request a resolution was
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passed by your honorable body April 27, 1894, "transferring the
old prison property in Providence" to this Commission.
On May 27, 1894, Messrs. Kendrick, Thompson, and Manchester were appointed a committee " to select a site and to prepare,
or cause to be prepared, plans and specifications for the new
Normal School building to be submitted to this Commission for
suggestions, approval, or rejection, as may be deemed best. Upon
the approval of the location, plans, and specifications for the new
Normal School building by this Commission, the said committee
is hereby authorized, directed and empowered to proceed and
cause to be erected the said new Normal School building on the
site selected, and in accordance with plans and specifications approved by this Commission. And whenever it shall become necessary to provide proper furnishings for the said new Normal School
building, the said committee shall prepare and submit to this
Commission, for its approval, a list, schedule, and plans of such
furniture, furnishings, apparatus, and equipments as are, or may
be, deemed essential for the said new Normal School building ;
and after approval by this Commission the said committee is
hereby authorized and empowered to purchase the said furniture and equipments, and to locate and adjust them to and for the
uses and purposes of the said Normal School building."
In J anuary, 1894, there were four new members of the Commission, His Honor Edwin R. Allen, who became a member of the
Trustees of the Normal School by virtue of his election as Lieutenant-Governor; the Ron. S. W. K. Allen, elected Trustee in
place of Dwight R. Adams, resigned; and the Ron. George T.
Baker and the Rev. Charles J. White, elected Trustees in place of
J. Howard Manchester and Percy D. Smith, whose terms of
office had expired. At a meeting held June 9, 1894, Samuel H.
Cross was appointed to fill the vacancy on the special committee
on site and building caused by the expiration of the term of
office of J. Howard Manchester.
Steps were immediately taken, upon the transfer of the old
prison property to the Commission, to fix upon a definite location
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for the building. It was soon found that there were two fixed
points which must be considered in making this decision-the
proposed new railroad station and the new capitol. After several
attempts to fix upon a location within the limits of the prison lot,
it was found that the most available spot would bring the first
floor of the building twenty (20) feet below the level of the tracks
at the new station, while it would crowd the building close up
under the hill. The more the problem was studied, the more clear
did it become that the building must go up on higher ground and
back further on the hill. The prison lot was bounded by three
streets, Gaspee, Promenade, and Park, while between the lot and
Lincoln street lay a strip of land some thirty feet above Gaspee
street, about three hundred fifty feet in length and a little over a
hundred feet in width, occupied by five wooden dwelling-houses.
It was at once seen that the possession of this land would make
it possible to set the new building where it would not only appear
well against the hill, but also from the railroad terrace and the
centre of the city. Accordingly, in order to facilitate the labors
of the Commission in acquiring the needed land, the General
Assembly, on June 13, 1894, passed a resolution conferring upon
the Commission the power to condemn such lan ~l as they might
deem necessary for a suitable site.
In the meantime, while the ground was being measured and
leveled and efforts were being made to place the building in
proper relation to the site of the new State House, it became
more and more clear to the entire Commission, as to every one,
architects and engineers, who gave any thought and study to the .
matter, that the tract of land lying east of the old prison lot, on
Gaspee and Francis streets, and occupied by an iron foundry and
a machine shop, should be controlled by the State, both for appearance's sake and for the preservation of the future property of
the State.
Accordingly, on June 29, 1894, the committee on site and building was directed to secure from some architect or engineer, and
present at the next meeting, a sketch showing the location of the
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Normal School within the tract of land bounded by Gaspee,
Promenade, Park, Lincoln, and Francis streets, and with special
reference to the site of the new State House. It was also voted
that unless the land contained within the above area, not owned
by the State, can be purchased at reasonable prices the Commission will act under the authority conferred at the preceding session of the legislature.
On August 4, 1894, a plat of the territory above described, with
a location thereon for the new building, was presented by the
committee on site and building and formally adopted by the
Commission. At this same time Messrs. Martin & Hall, architects, were authorized and instructed to prepare a set of plans for
the new building for the inspection of the Commission.
During the interval between this meeting and the one preceding, efforts were made to obtain the terms upon which the owners
of the land above referred to would sell their property to the
State. A report upon this point was made by the committee on
site and building, showing that the prices asked were far in excess
of the tax valu::Ltion, ::tud above what was believed to be a fair
value. The committee was instructed to make further efforts to
secure a modification of the prices asked for the property and
report at the next meeting.
On August 24, 1894, the committee on site and building reported
that they had been unable to obtain any lower prices for the desired property, and it was voted to condemn the land lying between the prison lot and Lincoln street.
Messrs. Martin & Hall, architects, presented at this time a set
of plans for the proposed building. After full discussion and
consideration these plans were accepted in substance and the
architects directed to prepare complete working drawings and
specifications.
At a meeting of the Commission held October 6, 1894, the question came up as to the duty of the Commission with reference to
the rest of the land lying adjacent to the prison lot, not included
within the previous vote to condemn. After a full discussion of
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the whole subject, and especially in view of the absolute certainty
that, for reasons already given, the State must control that property, it was unanimously voted to take the necessary steps to condemn all property bounded by Gaspee, Promenade, Park, Lincoln,
and Francis streets. Samuel W. K. Allen, a member of the Commission, was authorized to act in their behalf in all matters pertaining to the condemnation of the above land. Proceeding in
accordance with the above authority, Mr. Allen, on the fifth of
November, 1894, filed with the Common Pleas Division of the
Supreme Court the certificate of condemnation with the accompanying papers and a petition for the appointment of commissioners to fix upon the value of the land taken.
Full and extended hearings were given by the commissionersGardiner C. Sims, J. Edward Studley, and Addison Q. Fisher-and
all parties interested were notified to be present. On September
14, 1895, the commissioners presented their report to the court,
making their award. On a comparison of this award with the
prices asked it was found that in every instance the sum fixed by
the commissioners was less, showing that the judgment of your
Commission was correct in deciding to condemn. No appeal was
taken from the award except by one party, who, on taking his case
to a jury, received a less sum than that awarded by the commissioners. Through the efforts of the counsel employed by the Commission quit-claim deeds were given, upon the payment of the
award, by each party having any interest in the land condemned,
thus securing to the State the fee to the land.
At a meeting held February 2, 1895, it was voted that hereafter
the committee on site and building shall be known and designated
as the "building committe.e." Messrs. Martin & Hall presented
their completed plans for the new building, and they were adopted,
and the building committee were authorized to execute a contract
in behalf of the Commission with Messrs. Martin & Hall for the
preparation of .the plans and specifications for the new building,
and for the supervision of the erection of the same.
It was also voted at this time to employ Professor S. H. Wood-

STATE NOmiAL SCHOOL BUILDING.

bridge, of Boston, as engineering expert to prepare plans, specifications, and detail drawings for a steam heating and ventilating
plant, with power, for the new building. Experience has demonstrated that the heating and ventilating of a large building can
only be fully secured through the aid of one who has made the
combined service a special study. It was felt that this Normal
School should be a model in this respect, and, therefore, that the
best available talent for such a purpose should be employed.
Prof. Woodbridge has won for himself a national reputation in
this line, and the Commission believed that, in securing his services, they had done the best thing possible. The results of his
labors since the school was opened are such as to justify the action
of the Commission.
At the time of the condemnation of the land on Lincoln street
the buildings were all occupied. The tenants continued therein
until the month of April, 1895, when, in accordance with a vote of
Commission, they were notified to remove on or before May 1 ;
and the building committee were authorized to sell, either at
private sale or auction, all buildings on the condemned land:
At a meeting held April 12, 1895, the full plans and specifications were presented, the specifications read and considered and,
after some revision and amendment, adopted; and the building
committee were authorized ·and directed to advertise for bids for
the construction of the building. Accordingly advertisements
were at once inserted in the three Providence dailies, and information relating to the matter was given by the architects to contractors of note in other cities.
On May 4, 1895, the bids were opened by the Commission.
Thirteen bids were received, five from Providence parties, three
from Boston, and five from W orcest~r. The bids ranged from
$221,998 to $280,000. The lowest bidders were N. B. Horton &
Son, of Providence, and they were awarded the contract. The
contract was signed May 8th, and the work was begun on the 14th.
During the preparation of the plans and specific~tions the question arose whether the building should be built strictly " fireproof"
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or simply "slow-burning," as is the case with most so-called
fireproof buildings. On inquiry of the architects it was found
that to make the building strictly "fireproof" would increase the
cost from forty to fifty thousand dollars. This was a large sum to
add to the cost of the structure, but the more the Com.mission
considered the matter the more clearly did it seem to them their
duty to make this building as nearly perfect as they could. It
was to be in all respects the best of its kind, that it might stand
for a pledge of the State's interest in education, and an incentive
to the municipalities in their future provision for the education of
their children. Accordingly the building was made fireproof, no
wood being used in the partition or in the stairs, and leaving only
the flooring, resting on iron and terra cotta, and .the doors and
casings to be made of wood.
In June, 1895, His Excellency Charles ·warren Lippitt, by virtue
of his election as Governor, became a member of the Trustees of
the Normal School, and hence a member of the Commission.
When the plans for the heating and ventilating were ready, in
order to secure as wide and satisfactory a competitiou as possible,
the engineer, Prof. Woodbridge, was authorized to advertise for
bids in his discretion, besides advertising in our own papers.
Eleven bids were received, eight from Boston, one from Worcester,
one from Fitchburg, and one from New York, ranging from $19,764
to $29,448. Lynch & Woodward, of Boston, were the lowest bidders, and the contract was awarded to them.
As the digging for the foundation of the building proceeded it
soon became evident that the difference in the grade of Park and
Lincoln streets would necessitate the erection of a heavy bank or
retaining wall on the sides of those two streets, which was done
at a cost of $12,000. This not only gives a secure support for the
streets, but renders the basement of the building almost as available for use as one of the regular floors, and makes an excellent
playground for the children of the model or observation schools.
As the operations of the contractors for the building did not interfere at first with the premises occupied by the foundry and
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machine shop, the occupants of those two places were allowed to
remain until the spring of 1896, when all the buildings upon the
territory enclosed by the five streets were torn down and the
grounds cleared.
The .developments in electrical science have been so great
during the past few years that it was deemed best to place the
whole matter of the electrical equipment under the charge of expert electrical engineers, and Messrs. Lewis & Claflin of Providence were engaged for this service. They are authorities on
that subject, recognized by the insurance companies, and the successful working of the plant testifies to their ability in the layout,
and their faithfulness in overseeing its installation. The building·
is thoroughly equipped with facilities for complete lighting by
either gas or electricity, so that in case one should fail the other
would be available.
In October, 1896, advertisements were put forth calling for bids
upon the plumbing. November 7 five bids were received-four
from Providence and one from Boston. The Boston bid was fifty
per cent. higher than the lowest bid, while the others ranged from
$12,500 to $14,580. The contract was awarded to P. O'Connor of
Providence, he being the lowest bidder. Concerning the plumbing, it should be said that the specifications called in all cases for
the most modern, most perfectly arranged, most effective apparatus, installed in the very best manner. It is believed that these
conditions have been fulfilled, and that the building from a sanitary point of view is unexceptionable.
In December, 1896, bids for the electric wiring and gas piping
were called for, and on January 2, 1897, seven bids for the electric wiring were received-three from Providence, one from Newport, one from "'Vorcester, and two from Boston. They ranged
from 6,725 to $16,472. Messrs. Scannevin & Potter of Newport
were the lowest bidders, at $6,725, and the contract was awarded
to them. But one bid for the gas piping was received-that of
David Burton of Providence for $1,645, and as that was stated by
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the architects to be a reasonable bid, the contract was awarded
to him.
In the plans for the building as prepared, the wardrobes for the
children of the model schools, on the first floor, were built of hollow brick and projected out into the corridor, taking up half of
the width of the same, and greatly interfering with its appearance
and with the light. Accordingly, in January, 1897, the building
committee were authorized to have these wardrobes taken down,
leaving the question of supplying their place to a later day. The
committee were able to have the change made without expense to
the State, and the clear view which the corridor of the first floor
now presents for the entire length of the building is a convincing
proof of the wisdom of the change.
It now began to be evident that plans must soon be made for
the treatment of the grounds about the new building. Their extent and their condition, consequent upon the removal of the
various buildings, made it imperative that the Commission seek
the advice and aiel of a landscape architect or engineer. Communication was first had with Messrs. Olmstead, Olmstead & Elliot,
of Boston, and while their proposition was under consideration
application was made to the Commission by Mr. Frank M. Blaisdell, landscape architect, of Boston, who came well recommended,
for permission to make a suggestive sketch for the treatment of
the grounds. It was decided to let him do so, and on May 1,
1897, Mr. Blaisdell submitted his sketch. It was carefully exam- inecl, and, as it seemed to utilize the existing conditions most
satisfactorily while securing the desired results, it was accepted,
and Mr. Blaisdell was engaged to prepare full working plans and
supervise the work. Bids were called for the work, including all
the gra<ling, the building of the three flights of granite steps and
the face wall in front of the building, the making of the esplanade
and the terraces at the two ends, and sodding and seeding the
entire ground. But two bids were received which complied with
the conditions, the lowest of which was from Thomas Minton, of
Forest Hills, Mass., for $17,500. As his bid was very much lower
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than the other, and as he was found to be perfectly reliable, the
contract was awarded to him. Work was immediately begun and
before winter it was practically completed; and it is to be said
that the contractor showed throughout the entire time not only
a willingness, but a desire to make everything satisfactory to the
committee and Commission. The results of his labors are before
you, and the Commission await your verdict and that of the State,
confident of approval.
·with the coming on of winter in 1896, it was found to be necessary for the protection of the building to start the fires in the
boilers and maintain the heating plant from that time on. There
was so much masonry in the building and it was obliged to remain
so long a time waiting funds to push it to a finish that it would
have been materially injured to have left it without heat. Hence,
January 1, 1897, an engineer and fireman were employed, and
from that time on the building was kept from freezing in cold
weather and from gathering dampness at other times. The advantages of this course have been apparent all through the work
of finishing and since its completion.
In June, 1897, three changes in the Commission occurred.
Gov. Charles Warren Lippitt and Lieut.-Gov. Allen retired, having ceased to be Trustees of the Normal School with the expiration of their terms of office, and their places were taken by His
Excellency Elisha Dyer and His Honor Aram J. Pothier, who
became Trustees of the Normal School by virtue of their election
as Governor and Lieut.-Governor, respectively; while Frank Hill
of Ashaway was elected a member of the Trustees in place of
Samuel H. Cross, whose term had expired. At the ~neeting of the
Commission held June 5, 1897, George T. Baker was elected on
the building committee to fill the vacancy caused by the retirement of l\Ir. Cross from the Commission.
Among the various features of the building which the Commission believe will add to its efficiency, they would particularly call
yom attention to the elevators and the mechanism by which they
are operated, to the blackboards throughout the entire building,
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and to the system of clocks whereby one uniform time is secured
in every room, and all without trouble to the teacher. The blackboards are believed to be the finest ever placed in any school
building and will remain the same as they are now. The special
feature of the elevators is the system by which they are operated,
whereby the water is used over and over again as the motive
power.
In general, the Commission have sought to make the building
as nearly perfect as they could, not for the simple sake of having a
perfect building, but because they believed that such a building
would be in the end the cheapest for the State, and would best
serve the purposes for which it was erected. The original sketches
and specifications of the needs of a normal school were made by
:M:r. W. E. Wilson, at that time principal of the school, and were
the result of long experience, on his part and that of his asso'ciates in normal school work, and of careful study of the best
normal schools in the country. The special committee on site
and building visited and inspected schools and availed themselves of the plans of schools in all parts of the country, while the
architects seized upon every suggestion their own wide experience could give them. All these means could hardly fail to produce a building as nearly complete in detail as can be constructed.
At all points throughout the progress of the work the Commission have sought to protect the State and guard her interests.
All bidders have been required to deposit a certified check, sufficiently large to hold them to the fulfillment of their agreement, in
case their bids were accepted. Each contractor was obliged to
give ample bonds to protect the State in case of failure on his
part to live up to his contract.
In the furnishing and equipment of the building, first of all the
Commission determined to secure the very best school furniture
for the schoolrooms, that they might serve as a model for the furnishing of schoolrooms throughout the State; and they have procured an adjustable desk and chair called the "Eclipse."
The cases, stationary tables, or stands, chemical and physical
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outfits, and the biological equipment were all made to order and
fitted to the building by the Household Sewing Machine Co., of
this city. The movable furniture for the various rooms was
mainly furnished by the Anthony & Cowell Co., who were the
lowest bidd~rs for this kind of goods.
The gymnasium, which is quite a new departure in the erection
of a school building, has been equipped under the personal direction of Mr. J. C. Dolclt, the instructor of physical culture at
the school, and it is believed to be second to none in its facilities
for doing the very best work in that line.
So far as they were able the Commission have sought to make
each room specially effective for the particular kind of work to be
carried on there, remembering, as they do, how the school was
hampered in the old building by the lack of this very feature.
The following statement shows the amount of funds placed at
the disposal of the Commission, and the expenditures grouped
under the four headings, land, building, furnishings, and miscellaneous. The detailed statement of expenditures has already been
given for every bill paid, in the State Auditor's annual reports.
Received by appropriation of the General Assembly.... . . . . . . . . . $533,000 00
from rents and sale of old buildings.
.r.. . . . . . . . . .
7, 752 69
Total receipts ....................... .

$540,752 69

Expended for land, including all expenses of condemnation,
grading, etc .................. . .................... . ..... .
Expended for building, including architects' aud engineers' fees ..
"
" furnishings . . . .............. . . . ............ . ..... . .
" miscell~neous items, including maintenance ......... .
Total expenditures ..... , . . . . .
Balance .......... .

0 . . . . . . ..

181,696
320,990
25,662
12,389

84
61.
53
86

$540,739 84
12 85
$540,752 69
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In concluding this report the Commission wish to express their
own thanks to Messrs. Edwards & Angell, and to recognize, on
behalf of the State, their able and painstaking services to the
Commission throughout their labors, and particularly the skill and
success with which they attended to the interests of the State in
allmatte1·s connected with the condemnation of the land which
was taken by the Commission.
To the building committee the Commission and the State are
deeply indebted for the faithfulness and zeal with which they
have performed the manifold duties which have devolved upon
them. The self-denying labors of the chairman of that committee deserve special mention, for he has been instant in season
and out of season in his attendance upon the work at the building, in his attention to the thousand and one little details which
spring up in any such enterprise and in his absolute insistence
that every item of the specifications should be carried out to the
letter. Such oversight and inspection could not have been secured for mere pecuniary compensation. To this committee,
through its chairman, the State is indebted for a building which,
when the character of its construction is considered, is one of th e
cheapest structures in the State.
The Commission recognize the fact that the cost of the building
has exceeded the original estimate, but they feel that they have
already given sufficient reasons therefor. They desire to acknowledge the courtesy extended to them by the various assemblies to
which they have had, in the discharge of their duties, to apply for
funds, and the substantial responses to their requests which have
been made from time to time.
In exchange for the funds which the State has placed at the disposal of the Commission, they now have the pleasure of turning
over to the State a "building for theN ormal School" pronounced
by the highest educational authority in the country, the Ron.
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Wm. T. HaiTi;;, U.S. Commissioner of Education, to be" the most
fiui:;hetl piece of Normal School architectnre in the land."
Respectfully submitted,
ELISHA DYER, Clwi1"11um.
SAl\IUEL W. K. ALLEN,
GEORGE T. BAKER,
D. RUSSELL BROWN,
l\IELVILLE BULL,
WILLIAl\l GREGORY,
FRANK HILL,
JOHN E. KENDRICK,
F.RANK E. THOl\IPSON,
CHARLES J. ·w HITE,
THOMAS B. STOCKWELL, Sec1·etary.
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