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Pride and cooperation
take over at R.I. College
Students organize first 'Campus Appreciation Day'
To Rhode Island College junior communications major, Eric C. Emerson,
who takes pride in working and living in
a clean environment, the recent ''Campus
Appreciation Day" held Saturday, Nov. 3
"was great!"
"It was great to see everyone working
together,'' said Emerson, a residence hall
student. ''They (the organiz.ers) followed
the right channels and got permission
from the union and got the job done.
There were even union.people there helping out It was just great."
More than 40 students, administrators,
alumni, staff, and faculty showed up at
the College's frrst "clean up," and according to Daniel Smith, senior secondary education student and primary
organizer of the event, ''we hope it's :lot
the last."

Smith said that for some time he and
several other students were interested in
planning a day where the entire campus
community would combine efforts and
clean up the grounds. 'We finally did it!"
In a letter signed by members of the
planning committee, the reasons behind
their efforts were three-fold: To demonstrate pride in our campus; To effect a
change in student attitudes and behavior
in regards to litter and its impact on the
environment; and, To generate on-campus
involvement.
According to those who participated,
the message was received and the day was
successful. In fact, Emerson said, in his
group, which included President John
Nazarian and "three or four students,"
whose detail was behind Roberts Hall,
(continued on page 4)

A discarded tire frames two of the many volun teers who helped out during the f",rst
'Campus Appreciation Day.'

College theater surprises and delights highschool audience

So, this is theater!?!
by George LaTour
When Stephen Decesare, as deputy
governor Danforth in Arthur Miller's The
Crucible, confronts Abigail and shouts
his demand that she "look into my eyes not your husband's - and answer me: Is
your husband a lecher?'' one can sense a
chill running through the Johnston High
School audience.
Several hundred students from the
school's English classes lean forward in
their auditorium seats to hear Abigail's
response. Their anxiety for Abigail is apparent.
They are definitely interested.
Which is exactly what their teachers
had hoped they would be for what
amounts to a first-class performance by
members of Rhode Island College's '.Touring Theater class.
For school students around the state,
these performances mean exposure sometimes for the first time - to live
drama, which is provided by the College
touring theater, under the direction of
David Burr, an associate professor of
theater.
When Abigail, played by Heather
Chapman, formerly of Cranston, but now
ofJohnston, then "sees" an apparition on
stage, she shocks those in the "courtroom" where her husband, John, played
by student Ray Borden of Scituate, is on
trial for his life.
Abigail jumps up and screams: "Stop
it! Stop it!"
A crescendo of screams then arises
from the others also charged with

witchcraft in 1632 Salem: "Stop it! Stop
it!"
The youngsters in the audience - a
rather sophisticated group as high school
students go - are taken by surprise and
delighted by it.
They may have anticipated a stodgy
performance of some irrelevance to which
they bad been required to attend.
Instead, the intensity of the actors'
emotions causes them at first to squirm in
their seats, then steal sidelong glances at
one another, and, finally, chuckle appreciatively at themselves for having become
so involved in the performance.
"So, this is theater?!?"

Romeo and Juliet
star-crossed lovers,
Shakespeare's
Romeo and Juliet, next took the stage for
another hour performance for additional
- but younger - English classes.
Seldom have Romeo and Juliet been
played by actors/actresses who looked
more the part of Shakespeare's young tragic lovers than Terrance Shea of Providence and Therese Antone of Cranston ,
although it seemed a nip-and-tuck battle
to keep the high school kids in tune with
the Eliz.abethan English .

Was first offered
RIC Touring Theater was first offered
in 1985 when a half-doz.en schools were
visited, including the Block Island
School.
(continued on page 12)

POINTING TO AN APPARITION just seen by Heather Chapman (right) in the
courtroom scene in 'The Crucible' are Donna Malloy (left) and Michele Menard.
(What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)
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Paul Sherlock, of Warwick, professor
of special education, will serve on a
panel presenting futuristic views on
what school managers can expect in the
next decade. The panel discussion is
part of a workshop sponsored by the
School
Management
Center
at
Southeastern Massachusetts University
on special education. in the . 1990s.

P. ffiVING JACKSON
Professor and (.~air of the socklogy
department and director of the College's
Justice Studies Program, PamelaIrving
Jackson, presented her paper, "Crime,
Youth Gangs, and Urban Transition:
The Social Dislocations of Postindustrial Economic Development,'' at
the 12th World congress of Sociology of
the International Sociological Association held in Madrid, Spain in July. Soon
after, in August, the Providence resident
discussed her research, "Urban Decline
in - the 1980s: Criminogenic Consequences,'' at the annual meeting of the
American Sociological Association in
Washington, D. C.

Emily Stier Adler, professor of sociology, of Foxboro, MA, and Joan M.
Merdinger, formerly of the Schooi of
Social Work and now of San Jose State
University, have had their article,
"Schools and Systems: Policies and
Programs for Pregnant and Parenting
Adolescents'' published in the 4th
volume of Advances in Adolescent
Mental Health: Contraception, Pregnancy and Parenting, edited by A. Stiffman and R. Feldman and published by
J. Kingsley Publishers, London.
Carolyn Fluehr-1.obban, professor

B. Brinton Lykes, of Brookline,
Mass. '. associate professor of psychology will speak on "Children of War:
Some Examples from Latin America"
at the University of Rhode Island
Honors Colloquium on Wednesday,
Oct. 31 at 7:30 p.m. in White Auditorium, room 113. This entry will focus on
the vulnerability of children to human
rights abuse and child survivors of state
sponsored violence. As a member of the
Menthl Health Committee, a division of
the Boston Committee for Health Rights
in Central America, Lykes is collaborating with survivors of state-sponsored
terror in several Latin American countries.
Professor of social work, Frederick
Reamer, of Pawtucket, spoke recently

Carolyn also reports in a letter to
JVhat's News that she and Richard have
not experienced "personally" any antiAmerican feeling, and says that "everyone is concerned'' that a peaceful
solution is found to the Gulf crisis. 'The
strongest sentiment is for an Arab and
regional settlement to be worked out,''
says the RIC professor.
Thomas Randall, associate professor
of psychology, of Harrisville, RI, also
presented a poster entitled "Is Occultism a P-.trtof Authoritarianism?'' at the
same meeting.

Edythe L. P. Anthony, associate
professor of biology, of Greenville, attended the 18th New England Endocrinology Conference on Oct. 13 at the
Worcester Foundation for Experimental
Biology in Shrewsbury, Mass.
Five students from the biology department-undergraduates
Eglantine Kica
and Michael Corrente and graduate students Sandra Gannon, Gina Guadagno
and Bindy Prabhakaran-also
attended
the conference.
Kica, presented a paper based on independent research entitled 'The Distribution of Growth Hormone-Secreting
Cells in the Ferret Hypophysis: An lmmunocytochemical Study".
Anthony
presented a paper entitled "GHRH- and
Somatotatin-Containing Fibers in the
Pituitary Neural Lobe of Bats and Ferrets.''
This presestation was cco-authored by Dr. Thomas Bruhn of the
division of endocrinology at Rhode
Island Hospital.

at a conference held in Perrysburg, Ohio
sponsored by The Toledo Hospital
Social Work Department. "Social Work
Ethics: Piecing the Puzzle and Defining
the Limits in Health Care." Reamer
also recently served as senior policy advisor to the Governor of Rhode Island
and is currently the commissioner of the
Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation. He is also chair of
the Committee on Inquiry for the Rhode
Island Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers.

Richard Doolittle, Specialist I in the
Center for Evaluation and Research,
was a participant in a workshop held recently at the Mystic Marinelife Aquarium titled "Linking Scholarship and
Showmanship: Using Research to Improve Programs". Doolittle is from

King was able to attend a day-long
tour of the Honda automobile assembly
plant in Marysville while on his speaking engagement in Ohio.
King has also been elected regional
director of the Academic Liaison for the
six New England states by APICS.
He previously held the position of regional director of education and research and will now be responsible for the
development and administration of programs that encourage the interaction and
integration of efforts between industry
and academia.
King will also continue to serve on the
editorial board of the Production and Inventory Management Journal as a reviewer of manuscript submissions.
Meredith T. McMunn, professor of
English, presented a paper on 'The
Iconography of Robert le Dia.hie and the
illustration of Fifteenth-Centruy Romance" at the International Congress
on Fifteenth-Century Studies in Perpignan, France, July 7 , and a paper on
"The Iconography of Evil: Robert the
Devil'' at the Purdue University Conference on Romance Languages, Literatures and Film, Oct. 11-13. She is
co-editor of and a contributor to Beasts
and Birds of the Middle Ages
(University of Pennysylvania Press,
1989),1:a collection of scholarly essays
on the medieval bestiary and its influence, which will be reprinted as a paperback this fall. Her article on "Filming
the Tristan Myth: From Text to Icon"
will appear in Cinema Arthuriana, ed.
Kevin Harty (Garland Press, spring
1991). McMunn is from Windham
Center, CT.

Warwick.

of anthropology/geography on sabbatical leaye in Tunis, Tunisia, with her husband, Richard A. Lobban, Jr., also a
professor of anthropology /geography,
gave a talk · entitled "Arab-Muslim
Women as Activists in Secular and Religious Movements'' at the Center for
Maghribi Studies in-Tunis (CEMAT) on
Oct. 17. In September, she and Richard
were guests of honor at a luncheon given
by the U.S. Information Service (USIS)
at the home of the American press attache, Adnan Siddigi, whom, Carolyn
reports, is a friend of Amritjit Singh,
professor of English here at Rhode
Island College.
Carolyn says "important figures" in
the Tunisian acadennc society and press
as well as community leaders attended
as did members of the USIS, the Foreign
Service Institute and U. S. Agency for
International Development.
"It was a very generous welcome to
Tunisia by our government, and it
helped to connect us immediately with
some of the local figures with whom we
will be working on our respective
research," she reports.

of Alan Berg (1885-1985). The collection
includes, among other other items, the
composer's opera Wozzeck and Lulu as
well as his early songs and concertos.

WHAT'S
AT

JAMES TURLEY
James D. Turley, dean of the school -

RAY RAGOSI'A

Ray Ragosta, assistant director of
communications/publications,
recently
participated in the 7th Recontres Internationales de Litterature a Royaumont
(France). The conference focused on the
activities and outlook represented in the
American poetry journal Oblek, to
which l"Ragosta is a regular contributor .
While ·in France , he also gave readings
from his poetry (with translations) in
Paris , at the Museum of Modem Art of
the City of Paris, as well as in
Marseilles and Dijon.
Associate professor of counseling and
educational psychology, Stephen M.
Rothschild, of Pawtucket, has purchased and donated the published ~:rks

of graduate studies, of Braintree, Mass.,
presented a paper entitled "Assessing
and Meeting Needs in School and College Partnerships'' at a New England regional conference held recently at Holy
Cross College in Worcester. The conference was sponsored by the Office of
SchooJ!College Relations of the New
England Association of Schools and
Colleges (NEASC) as part of its program to help develop partnerships
among its members. The presentation
was made with Mary Bacigalupo, director for the center for field services and
studies at the University of Lowell. The
presentation was based on a chapter the
two wrote for a book to be edited by Dr.
Nancy Carriulo, director of the office of
School/College Relations and to be published this winter by NEASC .
Chair and assistant professor of Industrial Technology, Steven King, was the
guest speaker for Top Management
Night at the Springfield, Ohio chapter of
the Amer ican Production and Inventory
Control Society (APICS).
His topic, ' World Class Manufacturing: Some Underlying Issues, " addres sed the need to reexamine traditional
views on perfo rmance measurement,
product and proce ss design , quality and
the role of human resource development
and integration as a means of acquiring
competitive adv.antage.
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Dreams do come true ....
with a little help from your friends
'To express my warmest welcome, I a
Chinese artist, have so much horwr
and delight to present you with a special show of China, the people, landscape, natural conditions and social
customs of the mysterious wonderland
in this colorful autumn.
''Artistically, it represents, vividly,
my creative effort to apply the Westem
realistic painting techniques to the
Oriental subjects in the past decades.
So, you may leam something about
China and Western fine art in China
today through the exhibition.
-"It is my pleasure to say, ''ffi!lcome
to China; '' and I will be grateful to
you ever so much for your admiration
and criticism. ''

Street in Providence who recently put together an exhibition of paintings by Christopher. "He will very quickly be in
demand. I feel it more and more.''

a

Block, who also OYlllS
gallery in
Cranston remembered when Christopher
came to his store, and introduced himself.
"He had all these paintings rolled up,"

that Christopher was looking to get into a
Master's of Art program," Bert said ... I
have many young artists that come in. But
when I saw some of his work" (also rolled up), "I sent him to see" John 'Salesses,
vice president for academic affairs currently, but at the time, Dean of the Graduate School. "Salesses called and thanked
me for sending him over."

"Christopher is extremely accomplished for his age. He is a
professional. Basically, it's the eyes and skin tone" of the
paintings that set his works apart from another's.
he said, adding that Christopher wanted
to know what he thought about them and
if there was any way that Block would
hang them.
'When I saw them, I immediately

Once accepted into the Rhode Island
College Master's of Art program, all
Christopher needed was a place to live. In
steps Bert ... one more time, who helped
him get an apartment, where Christopher

An invitation from Zhang Zhongyuan
or "'Christopher" to view his works.

Zhang Zhongyuan ''Christopher"
When Zhang Zhongyuan or "Christopher "_ came to the United Statf's six
months ago, he had nowhere to live and
very little money in his pockets.
What he didn't realize at the time, was
that his pleasant demeanor would find
him a home... And that tucked snugly
under his arm, were "rolls and rolls of
pure gold."
Christopher is a Russian-influenced artist from China, who came to the United
States to study art and to realize his dream
of one day returning to his country to
teach art to college students.

, , off .
Dec. 10 in the Financial
the Women's Center and-the

nion Mail -Roomon the frrst

Christopher knew that Chinese art
critics liked his works, for he had won
many first and second place awards in his
home land. So, when he rolled up many
canvas paintings to bring with him to
America, he took a risk that Americans
would also appreciate his painting. Luckily for Christopher and for those Americans who are fortunate enough to have
seen and purchased his works-the risk
paid off.
"He is really special,'' says Robert
Block, owner of Alart Gallery on Hope

poses before one of his remarkable paintings entitled "Return from Market."
wanted to give him a show,'' Block said,
knowing that it wouldn't take long for
Christopher to see the rewards of his
work.
"He (Christopher) is benevolent and
understanding," Block said. "I wanted to
support him and get him some money.''
The show was very successful, according to Christopher and Block. Block said
the only problem they had was agreeing
on prices. Christopher says of the price
structure, "I am not used to it. It's a lot,
a lot of money." On tlie other hand, says
Block, "They're a steal."
"Christopher is extremely accomplished for his age," according to Block. "He
is a professional. Basically, it's the eyes
and skin tone'' of the paintings that set his
wq,rks apart from another's.
Block is not the only gallery owner who
took an interest in Christopher. Hugo
Bert, owner of the Bert Gallery in the
Omni Biltmore Hotel in Providence and
the Cottage Gallery in North Providence,
and a member of the Board of Directors
for the Rhode Island College Foundation ,
saw that special something that shines
through _ from Christopher's
smile,
politeness , and genuine nature.

now lives ~th his only brother who is a
business student at Johnson & Wales University.
"He is a very, very nice man," says
Christ~pher of Bert. 'Wonderful!" he
adds, sliaking his head is disbelief of what
Bert did to help him.
Bert said that Christopher is a "very
talented young man, with a great career
ahead of him.'' Most recently a painting
of Christopher's was hung at the Copley
Society of Boston, of which he is a
memoer. The first painting hung there
was sold. Bert, who has been in the arf
business for many years and is a wellrespected art critic, says this is quite prestigious foi: Christopher.
"Copley doesn't choose everyon~.''
For those people interested in seeing
some of Christopher's work, Block said
the public is invited to his g_alleryat 727
Hope St., Providence, Tuesdays through
Fridays from IO a.m . to 5 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

.
" He was informed by several }?OOPle

>I'
I

I

I

t

~

,

I

I

I

I/

I

1990 R.I. College
Men's Soccer Team-Big Success
by Ed Vaillancourt
Director of Sports Lformation

With a third place conference tie under
their belts, after a 3 to 2 victory over the
University of Massachusetts at Boston, on
Monday, Oct. 29 during a Little East
Conference game, members of the Rhode
Island College Men's Soccer team finished their season on a positive note, with
a conference record of 2-1 and overall performance of 11-7-2.

A NOVEL WAY OF COLLECTING discarded bottles (on the fingers of his gloved
hands) is found by senior Chris Lynch during the Campus Appreciation Day Nov.
3. Some 40 volunteers participated. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley)

* CLEAN UP

(continued from page 1)

"we picked up a lot. Somewhere between
15 and 20 large bags.''
Indeed, Smith and his group, which
calls itself Rhode Island College Organization .'for Reformation (R.I.C.O.R.) and
includes Tom Precopio, Cheryl Noel, Jeff
Langevin, and Liz Diener knows how to
keep people working.

When the 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. day was
over, they had pizza, purchased and
delivered free of charge by Domino's Pizza in Providence, waiting in the Coffeeground for all those who helped!
"There were about 20 boxes," Emerson said. "I think (the empty boxes) went
into the recyclable bags."

HEAD COACH
DAVEKE:MMY

fense with 13 goals and 6 assists for this
season. Luzzi's career statistics expand to
19 goals and 16 assists, moving him into
sixth place among all-time College
players.
. Sophomore
midfielder,
Fernando
Silvestre from Providence, is someone to
keep your eye on next season. With 9
goals for 1990, he tripled his 1989 total.

FRANK KOWALIK

Strong competitor and junior goalkeeper, Frank Kowalik of Providence, who
Much of the credit for the team's outstarted in net during the 20 season games,
standing effort can be given to Head
had 189 saves and five shut-outs. His
· Coach Dave· Xemmy. His three year
coachutg record, at 25-26-4, is the second · career goals against average (GAA) places
best in the history of Rhode Island Col..: him fifth in the history of all Rhode Island
College keepers.
lege men's soccer.

In Memoriam

Sarah T. Curwood
"Sarah Curwood was the embodiment
of the caring scholar and activist. She was
deeply, personally concerned with students. Not only did she encourage them to
do their best academically, she encouraged their development as whole human
beings," says Emily Stier Adler, professor of sociology and colleague of professor emerita Sarah T. Curwood,
formerly of Providehce, who died at her
home in Nottingham, N.H., Saturday,
Oct. 5, after a long illness.
She was 74 years of age.
"In addition to her wealth of professional expenise, Sarah brought the
richness of a full and varied life to her students and colleagues," notes sociology
professor and department chair Pamela Irving Jackson.
"The wisdom of her (sometimes difficult) years as a black American, the long
suffering· patience bred by her life (and) as
a parent, and the ecological awareness developed through her hobby, tree farming,
were never far from the surface as she
taught and worked beside us,'' she adds.
The widow of James L. Curwood, she
was a member of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers).
Sociologist, educator and tree farmer,
Professor Curwood taught at Rhode
Island College from 1961until her retirement in 1984.
She was also a visiting professor and
lecturer at the University of New Hampshire and Knoxville College, and regional
training officer for Project Headstart for
New Hampshire and Vermont.
In her later years she became active in
conservationand forestry and operated
her acreage as a small tree farm.

Born in Binghamton, N .Y., she was a
Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Cornell University and received a master's in education from Boston University and a
doctorate from Radcliffe College.
·
Prior to joining the RIC faculty, she
had served on the faculty at Harvard University and Antioch College.
She was a former chairwoman of the
education committee of the Providence
Human Relations Committee, and a
former trustee or member of the boards of
the Planned Parenthood League of
Massachusetts, the Eliot-Pearson School
of Tufts University, Region One of the
Girl Scouts USA, the American Friends
Service Committee on Legislation in
Washington, D.C., and Guilford College
in North Carolina.
She also served as past president of the
Rockingham County chapter of the New
Hampshire Timberland Owners Association, and was a member of the Rockingham County Forest Advisory Board
and Cooperative Extension Advisory
Council.
She leaves a daughter, Sarah E. Curwood of Nottingham, N.H.; a son,
Stephen T. of Cambridge; two sisters,
Elizabeth Johnson of .Holley, N .Y., and
Elnora Skelton of Wichita, Kan., and two
grandchildren . A memorial Meeting for Worship will
be held at ll a .m. on Nov. 17 at the
Friends Meeting, 5 Longfellow Place,
Cambridge, Mass.
Contributions in honor of Sarah T.
Curwood may be mailed to The Sarah T.
Curwood Fund, Guilford College, 5800
W. Friendly Ave., Greensboro, N.C.

27410.

JOE LUZZI
Considered "the terror of the · team,''
sophomore forward, Joe Luzzi from
Westerly had 93 shots on goal for his two·
years of play. He also leads the team's of-

FERNANDOSILVESTRE
All three men will be returning next
year. With Coach Kemmy at the helm, the
1991season is one "not to be missed!"
See you there.

Old wing of Craig-Lee Hall
to close for tile removal
During semester break, new carpet will
be installed on the first and second floor
corridors of the old wing of Craig- Lee
Hall.
Before the carpet is installed, the floor
.tiles must be removed because they have
lifted in a number of places. Because the
tiles contain asbestos and the area of tiles
to be removed is more than 25 square
teet. state law requires that this work be
accomplished by licensed contractors.
Therefore, the first floor between the
Language Laboratory and the Student
Life Office must be sealed off. The entire
second floor . from the south end to the

beginning of the Political Science area
will also have to be encapsulated during
the tile removal.
It is expected ·to take the contractors
nine 'WOrkdays to remove the tile and test
the air. The encapsulation can then be
removed and the areas can be used.
Work is scheduled to begin on Wednesday, Dec. 26 and continue through Monday , Jannuary 7, 1991.
James Cornelison, assistant vice president for administtation an9 finance, requests cooperation from the campus
community during this time.

I
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Fourth graders getting to know R.I. College
by Cynthia L. Sousa
Fourth grade students in Ms. Turchetti' sand Ms. Newman's classes from West
Broadway School in Providence got a
glimpse of college life Monday, Nov. 5
when they visited the campus.
The students, many of them in the
English-as-a-second-language class at the
West Broadway School, are being taught
by college students in Dr. Patricia Lyons'
social studies teaching class at RIC.
Dianne Polacek, a senior education major from Burrillville, said she and the
other student teachers doing their class
work at West Bn--adway School thought it
would be an enlightening experience for
the children to see what really goes on in
college.
"I hope that it encourages them to
finish school and go on to higher education," she said.
The visit began with a school bus tour
of the campus and its buildings and was
followed by a science class taught by Dr.
Richard A. Green, professor of elementary education.
1
The children participated in experiments dealing with air pressure-they
even saw a hard-boiled egg get sucked into a glass bottle with a small opening and
tried to lift Dr. Green up in the air by
blowing into plastic bags which were
underneath him!
After the science class, the children
broke up into groups and toured different
parts of campus. Some toured a science
lab, others toured the art gallery, the
radio station, the residence hall or the
Student Union.
All of the groups met back in Horace
Mann where they met and talked with
President John Nazarian, Dr. John
Salesses, vice president for academic affairs, Dr. John Bucci, acting dean of the
school of education and human development ~d Dr. Bennett Lombardo, acting
associate dean of the school of education
and human development.
One of the students, Richard Laliberte,
presented President Nazarian with a baseball cap.
Cookies and punch were served and
each student received a "Happy-Gram"
to let their parents know what they experienced at Rhode Island College.

WATCH THIS! Dr. Green
supervises an experiment
demorzstrated by Maki.ha
Lewis, Melissa Figueras
and Marcia Montepeque
(l to r).

I KNOW THE ANSWER!
Dence Kue wants to
answer a question posed by
Dr. Richard Green who
gave the fourth graders a
seience class.

RI College Chinese grad student's love for_~hildren beats all odds
Rhode Island College graduate student,
YE XUENI, or Shirley to her new friends
in America is 23 years old. Yet, this
beautiful young Chinese woman, who
listens intently with her eyes, as if she
"sees" the words being spoken to her,
has a childlike delicacy about her, like the
blossoming of the first petal of a flower.
When something upsets her, like missing her family she left in the city of Nanjing in September to study for her master's
of education degree at the College, she
quietly says, "It's a pity." The soft sadness in her voice and the downward turn
of her eyes, as she speaks the words, deliver the message.
Certainly, one would never expect that
this very shy, reserved young student
would defy her parents' wishes for her to
marry and stay in China for the rest of her
life. But, challenge their authority she
did.
Alone, she left Hong Kong and made
her way across the seas, arriving in New
York International Airport, with only
written directions to get her to Providence.
"New York makes me very nervous,"
she said
with a frown. But she was thankful to the New York taxi driver who set
her off in the right directi on for Provi dence.

Shirley said it was quite unusual for her
to express "strong independence'' from
her ,parents, who are both Chinese literature professors at Nanjing Normal University , where
she
received
her
undergraduate degree in 1989 and taught
English for one year before her trip to
America. But once she made up her
mind, there was no changing her decision.
As much as she loves and misses her
family, Shirley "loves children. Everyone
one of them.'' And her deep-seated desire
to bring to Chinese elementary students
'the colorful books and lively atmosphere' / of American classrooms is
enough motivation to keep Shirley in the
States until she graduates.

She has kept a strong upper chin during
her few months in Providence. And even
though it took her three moves to finally
settle in an apartment with other students,
Shirley continues to have a good outlook .
"Life isn't always easy, but life will
always be better," she says. "God tells us
we are all brothers. "
Shirley turned 23 years old on October
3 this year. She said it was a lonely day
for her without her family. But quickly,
she says, "next year I'll have a party "
with a new family of friends.

Happy belated Birthday, Shirley!

Rhode Island College graduate Chinese student, YE XUENI or "Shirley" is an accomplished Chinese traditional dancer and an artistic gymnastics performer. Her
dream is to go home to China and her family after completing her master's in elementary education degree and "create an atmosphere with my (students) that makes
them more lively .•. like American children."

Ir,•\
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On the job with . ••
Grace, Style, and Class .....
The Rhode Island College Way

Those of us who were lucky e,wugh to be on the Rhode Island College campus
during inauguration week events and the grand day itself, dined on great food,
arrangedin ways that made it appetizingand appealingto the eye, strolled around
the well-kept grounds as we traveledfrom one activity to another and were constantly offered "service with a smile." Right!!!
But did we ever think about how all these things happened so smoothly, gracefully, and with such style?
Tokea nwment ,ww and look at all the people on thesepages, because they are
the "miracleworkers,'' those behind the scenes whoprepared all thefood, served
all the food, kept the campus clean, yet never were seen!
Although many, marry,mauypeople helped make the 1990Inaugurationof President John Nazarian a wonderful and exciting time, a loud 11/ANKSgoes out to
the "silent'' men and women who worked so conscientiously.. .we alnwst forgot.
Text by Cl.are Flynn
Photos by Gordon Rowley

Members of the College's Physical Plant

A "masterpiece" ofgoodies

College Dining Services Cook Staff

College Dining Services Staff
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Three R.I. College alums

They make, promote and sell recordings
by George LaTour
Citing the number of college s and universities in the Boston-Providen ce area as
well as the numbe r of clubs there and on
Cape Cod , he observes: 'There are more
bands per square mile here than anywhere!"
Owns Tom's Tracks

AL GOMES and A. MICHELLE

Three Rhode Island College alumni
who share careers in the music business
also shared one other thing - until recently, that is .
Although each knew of the other and,
on occasion, worked with one another,
none knew the others were RIC grads.
'Well, I'll be ... " sort of characterizes
each's reaction when told that the other
two had attended and graduated from

RIC.

-

Ken Lyon of Lincoln, Class of '72 (with
a master's degree in '77), is a nationally
recognized musician in the folk-rock
genre, who has "opened" performances
with the likes of Elton John, Greg Allman
and Aerosmith.
Having started singing as a youth in his
Dad's church (his father was a preacher),
he began performing professionally after
his graduation from Cumberland High
School in the late 1950s and had bis first
recording on Dot records by 1960.
"I started out with folk-rock and then
got more into blues and rhythm and
blues," explains Lyon.
His rich baritone voice was soon heard
on the very top recording labels in the
country , such as Decca and Columbia.
He and his band, Tombstone Blues,
went on their first national tour in 1974.
Promotes rock bands
Al Gome~ of North Providence, Class
of '86, the producer for Rhode Island
Bandwagon 's records , including Three
Sides of Hunger , which, in 1986 raised
money for the state's home less, (What's
Ne,,,i,'S June 23, 1986) now promotes a host
of rock bands.
He and A. Michell e of Providence, a
1982 French and fine arts graduate of
Wellesley College , run The Big Noise, a
Providence firm which packages , promotes 1and distr ibutes recording s to some
500 stores throughout New England and
Baltimore, Md.
"Our groups accounted for 40 percent
of the top 15 recordings ~ocally a few
weeks ago," attests Michelle.
'Tus is a perfect area of the country
for doing this - promoting rock bands,"
says Gomes.

Tom Farnsworth of the Mt. Pleasant
section of Providence, Class of '76, owns
and operates Tom's Tracks on Thayer
Street on the East Side.
Having gotten "into this business in a
very left-handed way," Tom's Tracks is
now five years old and a very trendy and
very busy haven for both the casual record
buyer and the avid and very knowledgeable collector.
'We do advertise on WBRU, the Brown
University radio station, but a lot of our
best advertising is by word of mouth,"
assures Farnsworth, attempting to talk
(literally) between customers .
A constantly ringing telephone blends
with the sound of footsteps on the wooden
stairs leading to this second-floor mecca
for musical recordings.
Farnsworth describes the atmosphere
there as "post-modem chaos."
On the road
Having his bachelo r' s degree in English
and master of arts in teaching, with a twoyear stint in the Navy in between, Lyon
''went on the road for a couple of years''
performing with various bands.
His touring took him throughout the
South and West and into Canada .
In 1966 he married Alice Orzechowski,
Class of '66 and master ' s in English in
1972, both at RIC, and the next year put .
his first band together.
'That was the original Tombstone
Blues band," relates Lyon. By the end of
1974, he and his band had toured the
country and did their first recordings for
Decca.
In 1977, he and his family moved to
Hawaii where he and- his wife taught
school.
Upon their return to Rhode Island, he
started teaching at the Community College of Rhode Island and the New England Institute of Technology as an adjunct
faculty member.

Six years ago he started teaching English fulltime at Burrillville High School
where he L- as a professional band performer (he plays guitar and bass as well)
- was immediately accepted by the students as an "all right kind of guy."
"I have kind of a built-in credibility
(with the kids). I know what they're into,
and who the guys are they're listening
to, " says Lyon.
Lyon does know many of the leading recording artists personally, having performed on stage with them. Added to the
names, above (and others this writer can't
remember) are Johnny Winter, and the
late Stevie Ray Vaughn who "had just
signed my guitar before he died,'" says
Lyon.

And, he was scheduled to perform an
outdoors concert with the Beach Boys a
couple of years ago "but we got rained
out.''
Referring to the credibility all this
creates, Lyon notes: "Not many teachers
have that advantage" with their students.
He says that once in awhile, when ''we
get into folklore like 'John Henry' or
(writings ot) the Civil War (era), I bring
in my guitar and sing some of the early
songs and spirituals."
He does feel "the best teachers are performers (when they teach). It keeps the

Billing themselves as '1'he Big Noise,
Rhode Island's Number 1 Rock Label,"
he and Michelle express disbelief over the
success they've had "in only a few
months."
Small but growing, both Gomes and
Michelle try to limit their business service to promotion and "not managing"
bands.
'We kind of do manage - a little - for .
free," admits Gomes, who verifies that
they are often asked by various bands to
provide managerial service.
'We provide a lot of service and advice,
but we're not managers, more like project
managers," he explains.
The artists or groups they are now promoting are rappers Shockmaster Laz and
Maasai and rock band, the Convertibles,
whose lead singer/guitarist, John Larson,
is also a RIC graduate, Class of '87.
Fueling my interest
Farnsworth was an English major at
RIC, but had studied music - guitar and
clarinet - when in junior high school.
While maintaining an interest in music
and collecting records, he says he "didn't
have the confidence to formally study
music in college.''
He credits a friend of his, who was a
music student at RIC, for "really fueling
my interest" in music.

TOM FARNSWORTH

KEN LYON

During this time "I did some welding
and played music at night,'' relates Lyon.

kids from falling asleep."
Now 50, Lyon enjoys his life - all aspects of it - and advocates to others the
need for a "passion in life. "
''Yoii have to have some kind of passion. Some guys have a passion for golf.
Mine is (now) a parttime passion. I sing
in a band ."
The Lyon's three children, Joshua,
Alexander, who is currently a student at
RIC, and Justin are all involved with
bands.
Referring to their house, in the cellar of
which he and his sons practice their
music, Lyon says with a chuckle, "I call
it the house that Rock built!''
I never pictured myself
Gomes studied communications and
graphic arts at RIC, both of which have
stood him in good stead in his new business venture, although, he admits , "I
never pictured myself on this side of the
business. I thought I'd be on the creative
end , shaping it, writing it.''
1
Gomes is a songwriter and also writes
a weekly music column for the Nice
Paper.

After his graduation from college, he
"did a little teaching" and then linked up
with another friend of his who had a
band.
'We decided to publish a music magazine which we did for two years. It was
called Music Man. Then, the New Paper
came along and we didn't want to go head
to head (with it), so we voluntarily folded,'' relates Farnsworth.
He and two others ventured into the
record-store business by establishing
Goldy ;Records on Thayer Street, which
they ran from 1979 to 1984. Goldy's is
still in business, but under new ownership
and has relocated.
Farnsworth, on his own, then opened
Tom's Tracks in 1985.
'The competition gets hairier and hairier, so we have to put in pretty long
hours," he says, "like 9 to 9 each day."
Married to former Brown student,
Christin Kearney, Class of '82, the couple has no children.
"Children? Not )let. Just a lot of
records,'' quips a straight-faced Farns
worth.
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R.I. is now on
the geography bandwagon
This year the fourth National Geography Awareness Week, to be celebrated
Nov. 11-17,will have special significance
for the schools of Rhode Island.
The National Geographic Society has
just awarded a $10,000 planning grant to
the two of us, one of seven such national
awards granted this year, to begin the process by which all of our schools may
again bring geography to its full importa.nce in the curriculum.

torate to shape our policies and decisions
for national and foreign affairs;" how
''Our economic future is also tied to geography-we live in a global economy;"
and concludes by saying '~Let's not shortchange our children-we must give them
the geographic sense to best be able to
meet the challenges in shaping Rhode
Island's future. "

The !planning grant is but the first step
in what will be at least a six year project,
with matching funds up to $100,000 for
each year.

The National Geographic Society feels
the same way, and has set aside $20 million to implement the Geography Alliance
program. And by the end of 1992 all states
in the nation should become part of this
national endeavor.

This potential $600,000 commitment,
one-half of which will come from the
NGS Education Foundation, to be matched by the state, private foundations, local
businesses and other funders, will provide Rhode Island students the opportunity to be among the most geographically
literate young people in the nation.

Our job over the next nine months is to
establish a network of classroom teachers,
college and university geographers, administrators, state and local education
policymakers and other concerned individuals and organizations who will work
together to promote the improvement of
geography education.

And that is the desperately needed goal
of the project.

Through a series of meetings and discussions, working with other states which
have achieved Alliance status, checking
such available resources as personnel,
programs and materials, communicating
with administrators and teachers throughout the state about their work in geography and their needs, and examining
curricula requirements at various grade
levels, we will determine what our local
and state needs in geography are, and how
best to address · these needs.

Sad to say, Americans are among the
worst geographically informed persons
when compared _with other national
groups.
A 1988 Gallup Test of more than 10,000
adults in nine comparable countries placed us in the lowest third: most shocking
was the rating of 18-24 year old Americans who scored lowest of all countries,
below such nations as France, Italy and
Mexico, and lowest of all American age
groups.
For all of these American adults tested,
75 percent could not locate the Persian
Gulf (they would do better today); 45 percent did not know where Central America
is situated; 57 percent did not know the
population of our country; and 75 percent
were unable to locate Sweden on a map.
As a geographer, I can corroborate these
figures, having periodically given similar
tests to my students.
Joan Beck, syndicated columnist from
the Clpcago Tribune, raises the question:
"How can a people who have fought three
great wars abroad in the last half century,
who have turned travel into a major industry. who provide a home to the United
Nations and who have absorbed immigrants from everywhere in the world be so
geographically dumb?"

By next July, a proposal that will
outline our program over the next six
years will be submitted. That proposal, if
accepted by NGS, will grant Alliance status and annual funding from them of up to
$50,000, to be matched by Rhode Island.
Teachers are ready and enthusiastic
about getting involved for improved and
increased instruction in geography, as
they have expressed in a survey recently
completed; the maps, videos, visuals,
computer programs, and other materials
to be provided by NGS will certainly capture the interest of the students; and the
excitement of the program, together with
its recognized potential of marked improvement for teaching geography, make
high level geographic literacy for young
Rhode Islanders look most promising.
For too long our young people have
been sidetracked from basic geographic
knowledge and concepts, and the embar-

For too long our young people have been sidetracked from
basic geographic knowledge and concepts, and the
embarrassing results of this geographic illit.::racyare foimd
whenever these young people are tested.

A major part of the answer, of course,
is that we don't teach geography in the
schools. Our young people are on a par
with any others in the world, but if we
don't provide them with the information,
tools and skills needed to acquire this
knowledge, what can we expect?
As an invited speaker in geography, I
still remember lecturing to a group of '' A
level" 16 and 17 year old students in England many years ago on North American
geography. I could not believe the wealth
of knowledge and information those
youngsters had, fur better than any other
young people whom I had taught and a
challenge to me, the instructor and a
native of the area.

Representative Claudine Schneider,
writing about the need for geographic literacy on these pages last year, spoke of
the necessity for "a well-informed elec-

rassing results of this geographic illiteracy
are found wherever these young people
are tested. With this help from the National Geographic Society the schools of
Rhode Island will now be in a position to
institute change and improvement in the
teaching of geography. For our part, we
expect a greater geography awareness and
improved geographic literacy among our
young people in the near future. In today's world it cannot come too soon.
Dr. Anne K. Petry, Professor of Elementary Education and Chester E.
Smolski., Professor of Geography and Director of Urban Studies, Rhode Island
College

*Any teachers of geography, undergraduate or graduate students interested in
working on the project are asked to sent
a note to Chester E. Smolski, Rhode
Island College, Department of Anthropology and Geography, Gaige Hall, Pro vidence, R.I. 02908 .

Rhode Island College nursing student Angela Kounavis, a junior che<:ksthe blood
pressure of Dan Coleman during the Nursing Department's recent Blood Pressure
Screening Day held in the Student Union.

Great American Smokeout is Nov. 15
Will celebrate non-smoking with nod to those who've quit
The 14th American Cancer Society
Great American SmokeQut will be observed on Thursday, Nov. 15, at Rhode
Island College with the theme of "celebrating non-smoking."
With the knowledge that there are
"more people who don't smoke now" the
campaign again will stress acknowledgement - via hand-outs of colored balloons, among other encouragements,
including verbal pats on the back - of
those who've managed to quit.
' We're trying to encourage nonsmokers to continue their efforts,•• says
Dorothy Henderson, a student assistant to
Mary Olenn in the Office of Health Promotion.
"Although the college-age population
is bombarded with smoking messages,''
notes Olenn, health education consultant,
"the actual number of campus individuals
(students, faculty and staff) smoking is
less than ever - a lot less."
Consequently, the campaign this year is
being "modestly refocused" again to capiialize on past successes and to energize
the public toward the future goal of a
Smokefree Year 2000, says Olenn.
Student volunteers will move about
campus carrying the balloons and "Care
Kits" which are described as packages
with headless matches, American Cancer
Society informational materials , a list of
campus and community "quit smoking"
programs. hard candy or gum and a
Cancer Society button or sticker .
Smokers, those trying to quit, those
who have quit , and those who've never
smoked will all be included in the campaign tactics - to encouarge smokers to
quit fur the day at least , and encourage
and congratulate the others.

This year, after being informed of
Olenn's efforts at RIC, the College
Health Promotion Consortium of Rhode
Island has adopted the "Smokeout" effort. Some 11 institutions of higher learning comprise the consortium. Rosemary
C. Reilly is coordinator.

0 lenn reminds those who may be
among the 50 million Americans who still
smoke that the health benefits of quitting
"are immediate and substantial," according to a recent report by the U.S. Surgeon
General.
The evidence is overwhelming that
kicking the nicotine habit ''has major and
immediate health benefits for men and
women of all ages, even those in the older
age groups , '' says the report.
The. benefits apply to persons with and
without smoking-related disease. Even
smokers who have already developed
cancer may benefit from smoking cessation, according to the report.
"Smoking cessation represents the single most important step that smokers can
take to enhance the length and quality of
their lives," said Dr. Antonia C. Novello, surgeon general, in September.

'
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Rules and Regulations fo·r Asbestos Control
The Rhode Island Health Department's
"Rules and Regulations for Asbestos
Control" require that the College buildings' occupants, faculty, staff, and students be "educated"
concerning the
presence and locations of asbestoscontaining materials.
The fact that this asbestos exists does
not cause a health concern. It is only
when this material is · airborne that il
could be a health problem. All air sampling and testing to date have demonstrated that our air is safe to breath (all
test results indicate fiber levels safely
below the Health Department's Air Exposure Standard of 0.01 fibers per cubic
centimeter; and most, if not all, of these
fibers are not even asbestos.) Our quarterly asbestos monitoring program will continue to ensure that any asbestos hazard
that might occur will be quiclcly
eliminated.
Friable asbestos is the type of asbestos
which can become airborne if disturbed;
as an illustration, the non-friable asbestos
in floor tiles can not become airborne
during normal service. The specific locations of the friable asbestos on the Rhode
Island College Campus are identified oo
the enclosed list. In addition, the 9' x 9'
floor tiles in our older buildings contain
non-friable asbestos.
Further, all of our buildings were inspected by an independent consultant,
Hall-Kimbrell Environmental Services of
Kansas City. None of our buildings was
found to be hazardous, and only two were
considered to have a potential for becoming a hazard at that time: Craig-Lee East
Wing and the Basement of Alumni
House. And we have since removed all
accessible friable asbestos from these two
facilities; the only friable asbestos, if any,
remaining in these buildings is sealed
above plaster ceilings or behind plaster
walls.
In general, you need only exercise due
care while working in the areas listed on
the enclosure. If at any time you notice a
ceiling leak or pipe leak, please notify the
Physical Plant as soon as possible. Such a
leak could damage asbestos pipe insulations or ceiling materials as well as other
building components. Whenever work involving asbestos abatement occurs, the
Health Department requires that we post
notific'.ltion signs at all building entrances, even though every project area
must be sealed-off from the rest of the
building. Further, before abated areas can
be reoccupied, we must have the air
sampled and analyzed to ensure no asbestos is in the air. If the air does not satisfy
the Rhode Island Health Department safety standards, the Contractor must reclean
and revacuum the areas until air testing
indicates the abated areas are safe for occupancy.
Since our last notification Jetter on this
subject dated April 1987, significant
amounts of asbestos have been permanently removed from Campus. We plan to
continue to remove accessible friable asbestos as our resources and competing re-

quirements permit, in order to improve
our environment and ensure the safety of
our faculty, staff and students. We are
most grateful for your continuing
cooperation and understanding.

List of Accessible Friable
Asbestos Locations
1. Ceilings: Four of our buildings have
asbestos in the ceiling material: Roberts
Hall West wing Offices and Hall; Personnel Offices; Lobby and Dressing Rooms
for Auditorium, but not the Auditorium
itself; not the Music Wing; nor the President's Wing; Art Center; Alger Hall less
Room 130; Mann Hall: Mechanical Room
Only.

2. Pipe and Fittings Insulation: Building & Location Lineal Feet of Accessible
Insulation
Roberts Hall: Mezzanine Mechanical
Room and Heat Exchanger Insulation
490'; Mezzanine Storage Room 280';
Lobby Mechanical Room 20'; Rooms 217
and 221 8.
Whipple Gym: Central Boiler Plant and
HW Tunks 2600'
Art Center: Basement Mechanical Room
900'
Alger Hall: Basement Mechanical Room*
250'; Men's Room 36'
Clarke-Science Building: Basement Mechanical Room 220'; Basement Rooms 1
and 2 470'; Basement Room 3 lT; Basement Room 4 80'; Basement Room 6
150'; Basement Room 7140'; Mechanical
Room near Auditorium 5'; 2nd Floor
West Stairs 2'; Room 114-Vibration
Cloth 2 SF
*Plus Hot Water Tanks.
Horace Mann Hall: No Asbestos Pipe nor
Fittings Insulation
Faculty Center: No Asbestos
Donovan Dining Center: Basement Mechanical Room 220'; Tunnel Under
Building 255'
Student Union: Basement Mechanical
Room 245'; Penthouse Mechanical Room
60'
Adams Library: Basement Mechanical
Room 250'; 4th Floor Mechanical Room
50'
Gaige Hall: West Basement Mechanical
Room and Heat Exchangers 80'; East
Basement Mechanical Room 50'
Walsh Gym: Five Basement Mech.
Rooms and Heat Exchangers 166'; Room
1012' plus 6 SF flat insulation; Penthouse
Mechanical Room 134'; Room ill 2' plus
6 SF Flat insulation
Craig-Lee: Basement Room 022 47'·
Basement Classroom 3 30'; Costum;
Shop 73'; Humanities Wing Mechanical
Rooms: Basement 37', 1st Floor 20', 2nd
Floor 15', 3rd Floor 14', 4th Floor l'.
Henry Barnard School: Above 1st Floor
Drop Ceilings at 34 Rooms, Hallways, IntersectiOD$·Cafeteria Areas 4,266'
Browne Hall: Basement Mechanical
Room 60'; Penthouse Mechanical Room
2'; Laundry Room 10'; Suite G Shower
Room 2'; Lower Lounge 16'; Upper
Lounge 4'
Alumni House: Basement Mechanical
Room Removed
Fogarty Life Science: Ground Floor

Mech. Room 40'; Outside Cooling Tower
6'
Bureau House: Basement Mechanical
Room 150'
Weber Hall: Basement Mechanical Room
and HW Tunk-310 SF 145'; Utilities
Tunnel 30'; Laundry Room 10'; Basement Classroom 4'; Pipe Chases in 18
Suites at 1'equals 18'
Thorp Hall: Basement Mechanical Room
and HW Tank-185 SF 150'; Pipe Chases
in 18 Suites at 3' equals 54'
Willard Hall: Basement Mechanical
Room 90'
In addition to the asbestos pipe and fittings insulation identified by location in
this listing, certain quanitities of asbestos
pipe insulation may be sealed behind intact plaster walls and ceilings. However,
there is no way that fibers from such
sealed-off insulation can infiltrate into the .
air we breath. The following buildings do
not contain friable asbestos material:
Day-Care Center, School of Social Work
Building, Continuing Education Building, President's House, Physical Plant
Building, Barn, Old Garage, Hennessey
House. Further, the· 9' x 9' floor tiles in
our older buildings contain non-friable
asbestos.
Any interested person may examine the
College's complete asbestos file at the
Physical Plant Building. Contact the Plant
Engineer, Mr. John Vickers, or the Project Manager, Mr. Frank Montanaro:
both at 456-8262.
Notice
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) requir1/s elementary and
secondary schools to make public and
post their asbestos data. At Rhode Island
College this would apply to the Henry
Barnard School and the Day Care Center.
To comply with this requirement the
following information is furnished:
With respect to the Day Care Center
two inspections, conducted independent~
ly, have determined that there is no
friable* asbestos material in this buililing.
The Day Care Center . has, at this time,
one paid employee and 19 volunteer
parents.
The following building information for
Henry Barnard School is furnished: A
Ceiling and Wall Materials. The materials
used for the plaster ceilings and walls in
this building were insepcted and tested,
and were found to contain no asbestos. B
Pipe and Pipe Fittings Insulation. There
are four categories of pipe-and-fitting insulation:

1. In the basement mechanical room, one
300-gallon and two 3,000-gallon hot
water storage tanks are insulated with
asbestos-containing
materials.
About
~,95? lineal fe~t of pipes and pipe fittings
m this mechanical room are also insulated
with ast>estos-containing materials. All of
this asbestos insulation has recently been
encapsulated. The door to this room is
kept locked; only authorized Physical
Plant and Security Department personnel
have keys to this lock. Accordingly, this
mechanical room is not considered to be
accessible to Henry Barnard School students, teachers and staff.

2. In June 1984, all exposed pipe-andfittings insulation in all others areas of
Henry Barnard School was replaced by
insulation which does not contain asb.estos.
3. Because ceiling tiles may be more
readily removed than plaster ceilings, the
Health Department does not consider
pipe-and-fittings insulation located above
suspended ceilings to be permanently encapsulated. Based on a thorough review
~f the school's original building construenon plans, we have determined that about
4,055 lineal feet of asbestos pipe-andfittings insulation are located above suspended ceilings within the school
Ve~cation by actual inspection is n~
feasible, as almost all ceilings would have
be ~tled
to accomplish such an
mspecuon; these one-foot by one-foot tile
ceilings are difficult and costly to
reassemble.

!O

4. Finally, there is asbestos insulation on
the pipes and pipe fittings located above
plaster ceilings and behind plaster walls.
The Health Department considers such
asbesto~ to be completely enclosed and
inaccessible because, as long as the plaster walls and ceiling are intact, the asbestos fibers cannot become airborne within
the space occupied by the students, teachers and staff. Based on a thorough review
of the school's original building construction plans, we have determined that about
10,694 lineal feet of asbestos pipe-andfittings insulation are located above plaster ceilings and behind plaster walls
within the school.
The EPA also requires that information
be provided on the total number of employees in the school system. Henry Barnard School has 42 employees including
Donovan Dining Center-four personnel,
and Housekeeping-three
personnel.
In addition, EPA requires that each
school with asbestos have:
a. A file with detailed diagrams indicating
where asbestos is located and how much
is there. This file is located in the school
principal' s office and is available to
anyone who asks to review it.
b. Notices on public display at the principal's office, the custodian's office and the
faculty lounge which state that asbestos is
present and which invite individuals to
examine the school's asbestos file.
*Friable asbestos is the type of asbestos
that can become airborne; for example,
the asbestos in floor tiles can not become
airborne during normal service. The fact
that this asbestos exists Does Not Cause
A Health Concern. It is only when this
material is airborne that it could be a
health problem. All air sampling and testing to date have demonstrated that our air
is safe to breathe (not a single asbestos
fiber was found in the air.) Our asbestos
monitoring program of air testing and
visual inspections will continue to ensure
that any asbestos hazard that might occur
will be quiclcly eliminated.

PLEASE RESPOND
Rhode Island College recently implemented a new student identification program with
th~ goal o~ making services at the College more convenient. Tvvoadditional services are
bemg conS1dered: Debit Card and Check Cashing systems.
The following is ~ su~ey prepared by a College student research group working on the
value and commumty interest of each new service.
Please complete the survey and mai1to: Debit Card and Check Cashing Results
Rhode Island College, Student Union 321, Providence, R.I. 02908.
'
For further information, call Steve Garvey at 884-2875.

D Yes, I'm interested

The Debit ~d wou~d have a prepaid balance. This creates an account which
ca~ be used m the bookstore with your RIC ID Card. Each time you buy somethmg, the amount is deducted from the balance.

Please check your category.

D Yes, I'm interested

□

No, I'm not interested

The Check Cashing system would depend upon a student's application and
approval. The student (pending approval ) could cash their pers
I h ck i
the bookstore.
ona c e s n

D Student

D No, I'm not interested

□ Faculty/Staff

D Parent/Guardian

EJAJumni
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Alum arranges
'Dark Shadows'
star's appearance
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Echoes of Bojangles

The Copasetics will tap into your heart
by George LaTour

Rhode Island College alumna Mary
0 'Leary, Class of 77, has joined actor
Jonathan Frid of the TV Gothic soap
opera fame, Dark Shadows, as coproducer and general manager of Frid' s
Clunes Associates.
The production company with Frid is
touring in a series of "readers theater entertainments" on the college circuit, including "Jonathan Frid 's Fools &
Fiends" which will be staged at Brown
University's Alumnae Hall on Friday,
Nov.30, at7p.m. Admission is free, says
0 'l.eary, who writes us from New York
City.
O'Leary was the subject of a W1uzt's
News feature article several years ago
after she had joined the TV soap The
Guiding Light in New York. She reports
she waspromoted last March to assistant
producer of that show.
O'Leary had studied communications
and theater at RIC.

RIC music student
to perform at
district conference
Renee LaMontagne, a Rhode Island
College music graduate and winner of the
1990Province Achievement Award of Mu
Phi Epsilon, an international professional
music fraternity, will give a special recital
at the Atlantic Province district conference of Mu Phi Epsilon, reports Robert
W. Elam, music department chair .
The Gamma Omega Chapter of the
music society will host the conference on
Oct. 27.
Myrta Knox, first international vice
president of Mu Phi Epsilon, will be the
guest speaker at the pledging and initiation ceremonies. LaMontagne will be one
of seven performers from each of the
seven attending chapters.

Swing Era'
music offered in
chamber series
Good Friends, a vocal quintet, will
present a program which features music
from the Swing Era in the Wednesday,
Nov. 14, entry of the Rhode Island College Chamber Music Series.
The performance begins at 1 p.m. in
Roberts Hall 138 (recital chamber). It is
free and open to the public.
The grou:p will perform duets, quartets
and quintets both a cappella and with accompaniment. The program includes the
swing classic "Sing, Sing, Sing," the
Mills Brothers' "Up A Lazy River" and
"Paper Doll," Glenn Miller's "In the
Mood" and a host of others.
Ensemble members are Joanne
Monradjian, soprano ; Flo St. J~an,
mezzo-soprano; Donald St. Jean, tenor;
Ken Clauser, baritone , and Mark Colozzi , tenor and accompanist.
Good Friends Joanne , Flo, Don , Ken
and Mar k have been enjoying each other's
friendship for years. Mark and Joanne attended high school together; Don, Flo
and Mark attende<,lcollege together.
Joanne, Flo, Don and Ken have sung
together on Friday evenings at Temple
Beth- El in Providence for a number of
years .
In various combinations , these singers
have appeared with virtually every classical performing group in the area , they
report .
All are experienced stage performers,
having performed extensively in concert
repertoire, recitals and opera. All share a
love for music of the 1920s, 30s and 40s
as well as the music of BroadWdy.
For more information, call John Pellegrino at (401) 456-8244.

THE COPASETICS
The Copasetics, billed as 'The Legends of Tap," will bring "a brilliance
and authenticity to the classic tradition of
tap" in the Sunday. Nov. 25, entry in the
Rhode Island College Performing Arts
Series.
Performance time will be at 7 p.m . in
Roberts Hall auditorium." After more than half a century in
show business, that goes back to the 1930s
and the famed Cotton Club, the Copasetics is one of the few groups still pre.serving this unique art form,'' according
to John Custer, director of the Performing
Arts Series.
The Jim Roberts Trio will accompany
the Copasetics' performance.
'They all passed their prime about 40
years ago, but don't tell anyone," writes
Sylvia Rubin in a major publication.
'When these five old hoofers perform,
time dissolves under the ratta-tat-tat of
their taps, and doubts disappear as the
Copasetics prove they can still dance
circles around the rest us."
These "legends" are l.eroy Myers,
James "Buster" Brown, Louis Sims ·Carpenter,; Leslie "Bubba" Gains, Henry
: "Phace" Roberts and Charles "Cookie"
Cook. ·

------

They have lent their irresistible appeal
not only to the nightclub circuit, but also
to major Hollywood films, Broadway
shows and television, working with such
stars as Ethel Waters, Bill "Bojangles"
Robinson, l.ena Home, Sammy Davis
Jr. , Kate Smith, Milton Berle, Josephine
Baker and many more .
The Copasetics have danced to the
tunes of such legendary musicians as
Duke Ellington, Cab Calloway, Louis
Armstrong and Count Basie.
They will recall for the RIC audience
the pinnacle of tlle art form, which was,
perhaps, in the 1920s through the 1940s
when numerous little clubs played host to
some of the greatest tap teams of the past.
Hoofers call tap· "story dancing" - a
nod to' its origins of more than 200 years
ago. African drums reportedly were outlawed in this country, in . 1793 after their
use to relay messages started a slave
revolt.
·
Slaves then added a patting and rhyth,·
mic slapping of the body to their circle
dances. This movement mingled with the
Irish Jig, the Lancashire Waltz, the Clog
and the Virginia Essence, all of which
produced a unique blend called "tap ."

--------------------------

"It's been more than half a century·
since these men began dancing on street
corners from which they were recruited
for radio shows and anpteur nights.
"Discovered by traveling vaudeville
acts, many were working the transcontinental theater circuits before the age of 10.
"Others were child stars, like the
Nicholas Brothers, who appeared on the
Hom and Hardart Kiddie Hour.
"After decades of obscurity, these brilliant performers have survived and are
now appearing with increasing frequency
on the collegiate and festival circuits,"
says Stanley Weinstein Arts Management.
Reserved seating is $14 with discounts
for senior citizens and students. You may
call the Roberts box office at (401) 4568194and order tickets with your VISA or
MasterCard.
For in-person purchase of tickets, the
box office opens Monday, Nov. 19. For
more in.formation, call the box office
number.
This performance is being partially
funded by the Rhode Island State Council

on theJ ~rts.

,------------

· GOOD FRIENDS : Don and Flo St. Jean , Mark Colozzi, Joann e Mouradjian and , Ken Clauser.
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Tuesday, 'Nov. 13
Noon-Passport to Success program to
continue with the topic 'Widening Educational Horizons." The session will focus
on the National Student Exchange Program, which enables students to attend
another college or university in the
United States for up to one year. CraigLee 061. Open to RIC campus community.
Noon to 1 p.m.-Alcoholics AnorJ11lOUS
to ,meet in Student Union 305.
Tuesday-Wednesday, Nov. 13-21
Sabbatical Portfolio of Lawrence Sykes,
professor of art at Rhode Island College,
to be on display at Bannister Gallery.
This exhibition features photographs
taken on the small island-nation of Cape
Verde, in a Senofu Village on the Ivory
Coast of Africa, and on Memorial Day in
Queens, N .Y. Located in the College Art
Center, Bannister Gallery is open Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Tuesday and Thursday evenings
from 6 to 9. For more information, contact Dennis O 'Malley. director of the art
gallery, at 456-9765 or 456-8054.

\

m

Wednesday, Nov. 14

12:,30 p.m.-CPA Day to be held by the
RIC Student Accounting Association.
Representatives from several of the largest
national and regional CPA firms will give
presentations in Fogarty Life Science
050. A question and answer session will
follow. Free and open to the public. For
more information, contact David Filipek,
assistant professor of economics and
management, at 456-8036.
12:30 to 2 p.m.-Al-Anon
and Adult
Children of Alcoholics to meet in CraigLee 120.

\

12:30-2 p.m.-Future
Prospects for
United Gennany to be the focus of a spe-

Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 15-17
8 p.m ,.-Temptation, by Vaclav Havel, to
be staged in Roberts Hall auditorium by

cial symposium to 1:,eheld in Clarke SciRhode Island College Theater. Ticket
ence 125. A panel of experts-all of whom
prices are as follows: general admission
have recently visited East and West
$6; senior citizens and non-RIC students
Germany-will ~xplore the ramifications of
$5; RIC students $2.50. There will be a
unification. The panelists include Profs.
matinee on Sunday, Nov. 18, at 2. For
George Kellner and Joanne Schneider,
both of the history department; Herbert
call 456-8060.
Winter, political science; Michael Staub,
English; Richard Weiner, dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences; and Peter Praxmarer from the University of Rhode
Friday, Nov. 16
Island. Winter will serve as moderator.
,i.., • al &·
C llo .
Free and open to the public.
P
11 a.m.- ,..,szc
ience
o quzwn.
1 p.m.-Good Friends Quintet to perform
· Barry Gilbert, professor of physics at
music . from the Swing Era in the Rhode
Rhode Island College, will speak on
Island College Chamber Music Series.
"Diode Lasers." Clarke Science 106.
Roberts Hall 138. Free and open to the
Free and open to the public.
public. For more information, see article
Friday-Sunday, Nov. 16-18
in this issue.
Inter-Collegiate Retreat to be held at the
1 to 2 p.m.-Feminist Philosopher Sara
Christian Brothers
Center in NarRuddick to present a lecture 'in Craig- Lee
ragansett. The theme of the retreat is
265 on her book, Maternal Thinking:
"Finding God: Exploring the Ways and ,
Towards a Politics of Peace, as part of the
Places in Which God Meets and CommuWomen's Studies Lecture Series "Maknicates With Us.'' For more information,
ing Connections:
Sisters,
Mothers,
contact Sr. Mary Ann Rossi at 456-8168.
Daughters.''
Ruddick teaches at the
Eugene Lange College of the New School
for Social Research in New York and bas
spoken
at
univers1tJ.es,
feminist
gatherings, and conferences around the
world on maternal thinking.
Monday, Nov. 19
6 p.m.-Auditions for Alwnnight '91
Noon-Biology
Colloq_uiwn. Gillian
Cabaret to be held in the Walsh Dance
Cooper-Driver, professor at Boston UniStudio. Tbe program for the Cabaret will
versity, will speak on "Host Choice and
feature songs with colors in their lyrics.
Chemical Defenses in Ferns.'' Fogarty
Individuals must sing a prepared song
Life Science 050. Free and open to the
(preferably with a color in the lyrics) and
public.
·
must also take part in a basic dance audiNoon to 1 p.m.-Alcoholics
Anonymous
tion. Performances are scheduled for
to meet in Student Union 305. ·
Thursday, Feb. 28; Friday, March 1; and
Saturday, March
Rehearsals are tentatively scheduled for Tuesday and Thursday evenings, from 6 to 9 p.m., starting in
mid-January. Participants must attend all
rehearsals and performances. For more
information, contact Doug Cureton at
456-8034.
8 p.m.-The Godfather to be shown by
the Student Film Society. Horace Mann
193. Admission is $2 for the general public and $1 for RIC sn1dents.
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Tuesday, Nov. 20
Noon-Passport to Success program to
continue with a session entitled ''The Juggling Act.'' This session will present time
management and stress management
models to fight chaos and promote the
successful completion of the tasks in
one's life. Craig-Lee 130. Open to the

mus
community.
Wednesday, Nov. 21
12:~0 to 2 p.m.-:-Al-Anon ~d Adz:Zt
Chzld;en of Alcoholics to meet m Craig-

m
Le

e

120
·

\

Sunday, Nov. 25
7 p.m.-The Copasetics, "Legends of
Tap,·· to perform in Roberts Hall auditorium as part of the Rhode Island College
Performing Arts Series. For details, see

article in this issue.

\

Monday, Nov. 26
9:30 a.m.-Lecture on Minicomputers
entitled ''The Minicomputer has a Place,
Too," to be presented by guest lecturer
John Wolcott, owner and operator of the
Cranston-based Systemetrics, as part of
the RIC Department of Economics and
Management's course CIS 353: Systems
Analysis and Design. Fogarty Life Science 213. The public is invited to attend at
no cost. For more information, call Jules
Cohen, assistant professor of economics
and management, at 456-8036.
Noon-Biology Colloq_uiwn. Kate l..ajtha,
assistant professor of biology at Boston
University, will discuss "Resource Use in
Pinyon-Juniper
Woodland
Communities.'' Free and open to the public.
Noon to 1 p.m.-Alcoholics Anonymous
to meet in Student Union 305.

James F. Kinnie, Rhode Island College television operations manager has drranged with Rhode Island Interconnect B to
show the Friday evening Inauguration Concert by Peter Boyer, on Thursday, Nov. 29 at 3 p.m. and the Saturday inauguration
ceremony on Thursday, Dec. 6 at 3 p.m. The following are the local stations which will carry the programming; Interconnect
50, Heritage 57, and Colony 8.

* THEATER

(continued from page 1)

Touring theater again was offered the
next year and in 1988. This semester, it
will have performed at Fatima High
School in Warren, Cranston West and the
Wheeler School in Providence, in addition to the Johnston High School.
Follow-up visits are normally conducted to each of the schools where performances are given. At that time, RIC
communications and theater department
members meet with school guidance
counselors as well as students who have
expressed an interest in coming to RIC.

A crescendo of screams
then arises from the others
also charged with witchcraft
in 1632 Salem: "Stop it!
Stop it!"

I (

''So, in addition to exposing the high
school students to live drama, we're doing a little recruiting," explains Burr.
Theater scholarships

are possible for

any prospective student with an interest in
theatei:, either acting or the technical aspects of theater as well as the College's
musical theater major.
A part of RIC curriculum, the touring
theater is listed as ''Theater 377." Most
of those taking the class also reguarly perform in full RIC Theater productions at
the College during the academic year.
Touring Theater gives RIC theater majors a chance to perform on the "grassroots" , level under conditions that are not
always perfect,
while offering the
highschoolers cultural exposure and an
opportunity to learn about a RIC theateroriented education.
And the response by the high schools?
''Terrific!" says Burr.

RAPf ATTENTION is given the RIC Touring Theater performers by Johnston High
School students (I tor) Shelley Pezza, Sherri Carello and Karen Stott. (What's News
Photo, 1:1).,
Gordon E. Rowley)

