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1902-%Thomas R, Iweis, Jr., jewelry designer, graduate of the School
of Design, 1898-1902. owner and operator of & jewelry bulsness
around Sabin Sgrest h g as mamy as 50-60 girls, Negro and
white. He solved a procee_) to prevent the running together of
iféera nt c'ﬂors of enamel while baking, and he éesignex a
udnut which sold all ovm' the ecountry.
egro members of the Y,#W.C,A and an
Cheer Tennis Llub. helping to put
#illett Avenue, Fast Providence, now
a post home f~¥' Riv Yci" Post, American Legion.
1908 fcose - Joermais 1518295 o3
1905~ Ethel her T: ine Robinson PhB Bembroke Col. 05. grad std
irst Neegro gradvate of Pembroke College in
Joacuin H., Pilneiro y More ) taiight at
Married Am 1af"‘r for South Ameri Came
ked then on rellef when she
t estate house at Plne
here. ( C.R.G. )

1918~ 00 draftees fi1
18. W

1870

1816~ laude, AB I

D, H")W"""d Y’ed /‘4

3K, Sigma Xi, practiced in New York
ities claimed r of his time, ‘The
11ls of Jerieche nal manuseripts

are at Brown Univ, rc.at"lwus of gradvates, C.R.G., )

9l ax heltie L0cequd Bewm R TS XeXe' Torwmal ' 194
er 1lington Chi inn FhB 20 ” 21,Brown Umiv. MD.Mich 25,

hools 1i 1 Bast Providence practices

5t two Opnal'm wists to be
(el A)

vt Laehenn , Qo g

-26 seenery design He fies:gqﬂd all the
chters™ a smash hit in New York. (C.R.G.)

P

i) Jennings RISD 27-31-32, BA Yale Sch of
ortrait painter, Won a four year scholarship
the School of Duslvn. She painted a portrait
vernor Theodore Francis Breene also some
i l'i g at the Unjvr"sity of Rhode Island, now
& teacher in the Providence school system, ( C.R.G. )
1G0T % Chante) oABarte 1) Gl < e ) (/07/”&'7{’/"4*“"/
1928~ Noah C. "‘P""Py 1855-1928 Sexton and bell ringer of the First
Baptist Meetlng House in fmerics, 46 years from 1882 to 1928,
He died ot the Ehode Island Hospital 8-20-28 and his funeral
vas preached bty the Rev. ¥dward Ho¥yoke, the pastor and the
onorary pali bearers were Deacons Frederiak R. Chapin,
Arthur g, Watson, Foster H, Townsend and Clirton T, Gamwell.
Iin Re'rolutior\ery times it rang at mnri,v, mid-day and curfew,
now the times have changed. In the old times curfew rang twen-
ty slow strokes. In his later years, Mr. Wesley was excused
from bell ringing as a consession to his age. ( see Miss R, J.
Dunbar 's note book @lso comments by Mr Arthur E, Watson, )

~ s e
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1910- The Irreproachable Beneficial Association held a banguet in their
club rooms, 923 Weskminster Street, January 10, 1910, in honor of
Matthew Alexander Henson who accompanied Commander Peary to the
North Pole.

Henson trudged the last remaining miles,recording observations,
calcucating a true course became the first man (Negro) to reach
the pole.

Peary lay exhausted and crippled with frost-bite did not arrive
until forthy five minufig&“later and together planted the American
flag there. ;

After the meal, the first speaker was introduced by the toast-
master, Dr. James A. Gilbert, former Mayor Patrick J. McCarthy
who congradulated Mr. Henson on being able to participate in this
great event.

Other speakers introduced were Ilawyer I. C. Dade and lawyer E.B.
Jordan, both from New Bedford; Mr. George E. Becket, James E.
Dixon, Iawyer William A, Heathman from Providence and William H.
Matthews pf Newport, the first Negro owner and operator of a drug
store in Rhode Island.

The committee of arrangements were William H. Bland, William Gar-
nett, Frank King and Ambeose Johnson.

( Prov Eve Bul Jan. LQ, 1910 C.R.G. 7-69 Prov. )

GRoSS P. Y53
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1929-#willian Clarence Foster PhB- g®dgefidstd biol 29-30 Brown; MSc
Minn 39; res physiologist, Hanheman Med Col, Phila, Pa. He
came with Boerlcke from Jinnesota when the chcnge was made
to a regular school of medicine with o*hers uom Penn, John
homins. Cirln&uni\'ci ete as I

-XALTTY .
Algonguins
ITmier HSV()O'

is leader=-
t several
of many of

f his Jrz.h rg
Lety. { €

"'*‘a‘ce rol el i
Cheer lied. ‘1iate of
a past

president;Appo

wman oJ‘ the R. I.

. Btate Board og Fodie i
19T Gk of i <onf MWWJ Loty Co
1935~ At the gugge n end reduest of the N.A, s

g tate

C.P., a group of Negroes were &p
nt cat-

Tergenten Committee, various
the int enulon of uriLlnt,
IR R T4 Card R.iGress, M.
1 minutes in ms
of these papers

issa (Williams) Clement,
en "A,eorican Mother of 1946".
New York city, executlv ecretary of
Church ,.omcn rommdtad Mrs. Clement &

nounced by | olulvy of Roche =
Mother of 1 st 60 nominees from all over ihe
country. Memter of the Znd Free WIll Baptist Church, attended

loeal schools, left to go to Livingston College,iwhere she met
her f“«ture nusoand no latex be\.hme bishop of tne A, M, E, Zion
e craduates of

Lwingston atl Fhils;, mcuumh 1
versity. ( Prov. Eve Bul June 1946-




N i Sid
J e

! asnerph® ( BrLoA® BAS BAT W6 Tafe-,

) PraTN€acon’ GTT BUD.2' INCTAgINE ppd-Thde @; oL YeTOUpS ORI~

g 1929 aevv'ggg&&ﬁl @!afefﬁéﬁltﬂi?er‘i?ﬂﬁﬂcgi\d EﬁdGHiSB:JZQ 30,MS¢ ﬁmnmaea o1

page 10

#apo Torer pscevms Prepol o1 cve v noSrent . &
TOGHT aa,}oora‘ TGH‘ $0:86 fo pra7v€éron c:yrma'mpms aye mep :
: GOMMPLA® feU el OF PG & gug m,ee BITT 3,,EJ;T1@ QLG o ppelgeq
NOLPST: o1, THdd: TLOW F Y0 m?,c @0 WOWTUGEE LROM FTT o,e\e;c rue
vomIGaq j'))x %ie® uelBen 2IpTEN” ot mocpedpen’ 11° x'
.,,p}m,cn {ONED . UOMTTYL6T° WBS ' - GTeENS eUg PeL erksy
ek ' ZOLR ¢ cn:'z\‘ &
| MPB GPLORBY Y *6LTCuT \BpPSL TaTeu:
,\ Tage-«lmmy (‘Tm-smm MTFTIome). cyemeur’ Mep

& “cﬁs B < el
Qﬁ'%‘w\\'l '(\\ A%

iy Ia £
Wﬂ\,‘amm-
YUUIe /Uem'\) w”"w iz .
GOMIGTT 2ETY

TCI¥ pe Lsc q guy

WA FRTRIT wes T
HI® TLonm oy nrﬂ'rMm
2U8 TLoRgR TV (LS

. oUHfeT Eappet
2p7h. ppe caefoms o1
B¢ Asgrne 2
o cnfmapud’ erbcbm €
VYRoudpTre TO ppTE
T8RT-WTILeq C* v" BEILA’ 1

¢ 2celie O,
5% gebatemenp
opeLke oy rpe pr:*qmﬁ\' O WA 0f ¢
o Tpe Pul€ pPecl LOATAGY, e ZmAhr,g'_r
mi’cmzss;:w :u fa " QUgET PIe Tegger=
bl 4 Gf} FPEGRINGTT: 0L

pat o BUEC* )

PT2 onIRINST WybrecLn s

P6 peg MLTErel gpong o) ‘bobérna vy £pe gt BrOMN pag Ledmsepeq

Hobgiua' CTUBFUNSLT 6£C 92 1Msqs 0 ﬁcbawmwe' HE YOTg me

£0 ¢ LeBATEL BGUOOT OF TerUe xTLl Ogperna LLOW LEwy'’ oy

cEue m’,cp 'BOSLICKE LLOW [TIvez008 wpen gpe’ oym ke wie m"¢s

 WIUL 23! ne¥ bpkayoretrag’ Heuvelen weq Cor'. BTTE) By
rasa-mrrrrw CTsLence Loapek bPE- ‘B8IEBEGECd PYOT $3-20° FoMn? nec

bege Y.,




IS A )%»,uw,/ s W C kg le i e S

page B [ 2~

1953-#Reeves Ramsey Taylor,b.3-6-29; homor roll and Anthony medal
i winner, Hope High; Appcim'.ed to Annapolis in 1948 by Semator
Theodore Francis Green graduating in 1953 as an Ensign. He
is married to Gloria Béaubean and has three boys, possibly
the first native Negro appointed to a service academy. He
is noWlat the Pentagon in the U. S. Navy Bareau of Personal.
¥ s (- C.R.G.*1968 )
Y54 9}2‘/\/:%/( oo Boctioorn 2750 S r
1956-% Roger Reckling Blunt, born Kl East Providence, 10-12-30. He
¢ was drafted lmsh&seﬁﬁnahd ear at Brown and from the ranks
entered West Point in 1952, became commander of the second
battalion, graduating in 1956, acting regimental commander.
the second R..I. Negro to graduate from a service academy,
he was 72nd in a class of 479. Major Blunt in 1967 was the
first Negro officer assigned to teach at the Dept. of Tac#i
tics at West Point (Prov. Eve Bul,.,7-13-67). He is now a
Colenol., He is married to the former Rosette Y. Hendricks
2 and they have three children. { C.R.G. )
// Voo o T e B zﬁ’mu[{g__u/}hw
{ 1956-#Keberta J. Dunbar, 18 -1956 Negro historian,ciub wdmen,
church woman died October 31, 1956. She was tne daughter of
John D, and Louisa (Cax-twi:ight) Dunbar, born in Narragansett
Pier, R. I. grad. Eeglish High, Providence, R. I. A trustee
of the Frederick Douglass Home, past president of the North-
eastern Federation of Colored Women's Club, for 40 years a
member of Grant Cirele, ladles Bf the Grand Army of the Re-
public, charter member of the John Hope Settlement House,
member of the Julia Ward Howe State Republican Club, more
than 20 years, treasurer of the Providence branck of the
NAACP., the olny woman member of the Marathon Club, presi-
dent of the Women's New Century Club of Providence, which
founded a Home for Working Girls, member since early childh
hood of the 2nd Free Will Baptist Church of Providence, had
been clerk and supertendent of the Sunday School for many
€ars.. R o Al
e /% /4_'7\/(\1‘2,64/4, £ ,_:/pﬂéam/LHZwﬂr——&b =t (A G Y
1957~"P%dence (Higgins) Irving gets No 2. Welfare post", Prov.
Eve. bul, 3-6-57,) Classical High, Prov., Howard Univ.,
Simmons Col of Social Work., MA Pittsburg School of Social
Work. Appointed by Edward P. Reidy, ststa director of Social
Welfare as chief supervisor, Div, Public Assistance. retired
from her state job and is now Shaff Specidlist, Bureau of
Family Service Dept. H. E, W., stationed at Boston, Mass.
@ C.R.A )
M 22 ¥ LV\\
1957-#Arthur Benjamin ‘Nilliams,(BA Brown 57; STB Gen Theol Sem 64;
min; Lt. Jjg U.S.N.; first'tecibeint of the Clarence Heo Horner
Fellowship Award, 64-65; asst to the rector, St Marks Epis-
copal Church, Riverside, R. I.66; appointed 'asst to the Dean
of St. John's Cathedral, Providence R. I.,6%; Left to serve
an hgiscopal Church in Iyatroit Mich. (CICERY 1GL D s v
1L e bt Ll e et Tt oo Zap atD A Py come
1957~ oko bue Okezie, M. D, Harvard Med, 1957. first non-white to
- serve an internship in a general hospital in Providence,
R. I. ( see file on medicine, C.R.G. )

/
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1959~ Joseph G. LeCount, Esq., was born in Washington, D. C., in
1887; came to Providence in his early youth, Prof¥idence elem-
entary and high schools; Howard University School of Law, 1912,
admitted to practice in 1914 and still in active practice 1968;
Past Grand Master, Prince Hall Grdaad Lodge of R. I.; member of
the Supreme Council 33!, northern Jjurisdiction, A & A. S. R;
charter member and past president of the Manathon Club, chartered
in 1904; still active; past president of the Providence branch
of the NAACP; first president for 8 years of the N. E. Regional
NAACP and now president emeritious; member and former secretary
of the John Hope Settlement House; member of the R. I. Tercentenar
ary Committee; sworn in as legal counsel of the R. I. Milk Chm-
mision by Governor Del Sesto 4-9-59, the first of his race to be
so honored. ( CRG )

1960-#George Francis Bland b Providence, January 6, 1927; East Provi-
dence elem and high; BS, Brown 1948; MDc, Ill., 1950; He was em-
ployed by GE upon leaving Brown and later went to IBM. He worked
in a team of engineers, under John F. Cederholm who worked for
over a year -apon &n experient, "Einstémn Proves Out",...Bland's
Beams" as he explained the process to Newsweek reporter; "Townes
commented, this experient which has an accurancy of one part in
a million millionth, may represent the mostbprecise experiemht
ever conducted by anyone". (Newweek 1-18-60) (CRG) He married
Barbara B, Brown of Warren, Ohio while she was at Pembroke Col-
lege, later receiving her bachelor degree in New York. They heve
two sons. (CRG)

1962- Neville Beaublen was named R, I, Banking Commisioner by Andrew
A. DePrete, director of the Dept. of Buisness Regulation, the
first member of his race to be appointed to a policy making po-
sition. He went to the industrial National Bank in 1951 from
the financial section of the Veterans Admission and in 1955 he
was sent to the East Providence branch of the bank where he was
later made assistant manager until he received hjs state appoint-
ment, He later wnet to Los Angeles, California to become the wice
president and finally phesident of & newly formed bank there a
position he held until his death, May 2, 1968. Hew married to
Honora Williams, formerly of Providence and they had two sons,
David Dumner and Michael Charles. ( Eve Bul 5-2-68, CRG )

1963~-#iilliam Howard (Dixie) Matthews was appointed second deputy
clerk of the City pf Providence, 2-7-63. He had been active in
the Democratic party for years and a city employee since 1946;
was secretary of the 3rd ward democratic committee; went to
Providence College where he played foot-ball; graduate of old
Technical and later played professional foot-bal with the Prov-
idence Steamroller's. He was elevated to the 1lst Deputy City
Cégerkship in September of 1963. ( Prov. Jour 2-8-63...CRG ) He
is a member of the Holy Name parish and is married to Catherine i
Mabray of Providence. A py ] N )
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1968- Vernon Lisbon of Newport appointed a member and chairman of
the R. I. Commission on Discrimination, the seecend non-white.
John F. Lopez, Sr was the first non-white mamber on the first
comnission. ( C.R.G. ) ,/” T L L T o esice

1968- Alton W. Wiley, URI 1951; former assmtan’t U.S. District At-
torney of R. I., was elected the first Negro president of the
URI Alumni Association. (Sunday Journal 6-9-68 G.R G. )

b fzi /\Ju‘/

1968-#Kenneth R. Walker,'{aﬂa Lm Negro vice principal of;ﬁr ;}unior
high school in R, I. He graduated from the East Providence
Senior High, his bachelor degree from Providence College and
his master's at Rhode Island College. Chairman of the E. P.
Head Sgart advisory group; & Big Brother, member of the R. I.
Guidance and Personal Association; staff member of Project
Upward Bound. He is married to the former Gail Smith and have
three children. ( Sunday Journal-C.R.G. ) 5-26-868.

1968~ Frederick C. Wililamson 33rd PH, was awarded the bronze Bwazd

o therhood award of the National Conference of Christlans and
Jews; past president Urbam League of R. I.; & director of the
Porgress for Providence Inc; past Grand Master Prince Hall
Grand Lodge of R. I; member of the 33' Supreme Council, A.&
A, Scottish Rite, Northerm Juridiction; Comminicant and former
member of the vestry of St. John's “athedral; married, one son;
has a responsible job at Quonset Naval Alr Station. (C.R.G. )
( Eve Bul 4.26 68 ) ;

L Ferhave fohevy &ha)

1966- " R, I Has Navy's highest-Ranking Negro" ‘Eve Bul 3-22-66, He
is the second Negro in Navy history to attain a captaincy, the
first was Robert Smalls who piloted a Confederate ship into
the middle of a Union flotilla, as a remard was made captain
of the captured vessell. Captdin Parham'sas promoted at the
Naval Air Station, Quonset Point, R. I. 3-21-66. ( C.R.G. )

195 -#John F. Lopez, Sr., Mortieiesn, Civil Rights, Politician, A
member of the first R. I. Commission on Discrimation until
his death; ardent NAACP worker, pest president of the local
branch; "Mr. Democrat' of R. I., respected by stste and city
officials of the party; spokesman for the long-shoreman's
union here for many years; member of the John Hope Settle-
House board almost from its inception; member of the Marathon
Club and many others civie endeavors. ( C.R.G. )




969- " Eight state police recruits, among them the firs t oldck trooper
in the stste's history, graduated from the stste p training
academy yesterday in F‘oster.... They had started w class of
16.

The black trooper,

Bast Providence, was a

( Providence Evening Bu

H

., 24, of 107 Rema Street
lickford barracks. "
Claljats L o g alelEel )

It seems quite singular that the first nom-white policeman
also a Cape Verdean on the Providence police force whom I exami-
ned, Alfred A. Lima.

ore and during the World War 2, the contention
1at the C‘upe Verleun or dark ”crt were of the white race,
At Hope High School durin ite clerk upon
looking upiand seeing €se name was re-
corded whiite on his draft curd
During the early 1900's, ixing
cepted favarablely by the Cape V
the last 20-to 30 years but there
white and so-called colored For
BeR chidls: day. | € 6o

nd inter-marriage was not ac-
*eanm sHaEhy s (61 alay
a distinction between the
uese as to mixing and marriage,
ents by Carl R. Gross, M. DL, Prov. 19625)

Eiglit Trodbérs, :
Including Black,
,Are Graduated

At fidsd o

tate ce recnnts |
.among them the first black
trooper in the state’s history,
graduated yesterday from the
state police training academy|
in Foster after completing a
12-week training program. They
had started with a class of 16.
The outstanding  student-
ﬁvooper award was presented
to Joseph C. Miranda, 23, of
- 19 Amy St., Providence. ehas
bem asslgned to the Saimate

The black trooper, - Hem;y J.
Momz Jr. -of 107 Roma St.;} .

. East Providence, was assigned|
to th qukfptd barracks

cepss P U5G
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1969«Zight stste police recruits among them the first black trooper in
the stste's history, graduated from the stste police training
academy in Foster.... They had started with a class of 16.

recruits among them the first black trooper
ry, graduated from the stste police training &ci
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Edriec R. Bates', proprietor of the Edr#ic R. Bates Pharmacy at
Proairie Avenue and Public Street was one of four Negroes who
presented a plan to Mayor Joseph A. Doorley, Jr., to ma@ke city
owned property which had been condemned in the South Providence
area, available to an independent Negro gpooup to re-habilitate
and sell to Negroes in that area.

The proposal was submitted by Edriz R. Bates, Errol E. Hunt,
Degector of the South Providence Drop-In Center, Albert E. Brown
supervisor of general services of the Puritan Life Insurance
Company and Gerald O. Blunt of the Industrial Naticnal Bank.
Al areregroed .t (Prov. Eve Bul 8-  -6if CRG )

Rev. Arthur L. Hamdge, executive director of the R. I. Commis-
sion for Human Rights was appointed by Governor Chafee to be
the director of the new R. I. State Dept of Community Affairs
at a salary of $18,000.00 with a staff of about 75 employes.,
the first Negro named to head a state department in R. I.

He is also pastor of the Hood Memorial A, M. E. Zion Church on
Wadsworth Street, living in the parsonage at 37 Mather Street,
GRANSEORY,RICER

He was born in Indianapolis, Indiana; his early schooling in
New Jersey; a BA degree from Morgen State in 1949; Theology
from Temple University; soc worker NYC 48-49; child welfare
worker in Conn., 60-63; Big Brothers, Providence, 63-65; 63
was the executive secretary of the R. I. Commission on Dis-
crimination.

Attending the ceremony were his wife, Norma Harris, tow sons,
Kevin and Marc, his parents the Rev. Dr. Elias S. Hardge and
wife; three of his brothers in law, Jarvis J. Jones, asst-
principal of the Gilbert Stuart Junior High School, Prov;
William White, member of the Cranston Police department and
Rebert Thomas. ( Prov Eve Bul 7-29-68 CRG )

Vernon J. Lisbon%* was appointed Chr. R. I. Human Rights Com-
mision, formerly the R. I. Commision on Discrimination, pre-
ceeding Rev. Hardge.

His elementary education in the Newport schools; U. S. Navy,
445449;5anFrancisco College on G. I. benefits which lasted
two years and it took him six years to complete his under-
graduate degree; WA social work, Boston College in 65; Dept.
of Social Welfare, Newport; head of the Family Service, 65;
a patt ti professor at Salva Regina College, Newport.

He is married to the former Janice Bell of Providence and
they have one child. ( Prov Eve Bul 8-19-68 CRG

Archie L. Buffkins, appointed to the muisiic department as
chairman at Rhode Island College was named to the 10 member
board of directors for the National School Volunteer Program,
Inc., a private corporation subsidizing educational programs
in 17 cities. He will also serve as chairman of the National
Education Committee of the NSVP. ( Prov Sun Johr 9-29-68 )
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