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1652- In May of 1652 it was enacted by the General Asxembly’- ""here=
as there 1s a cemmen course practiced among Englishmen to buy
negars se thet they may have them for service or slaves fore=-
ever; for the preventing of such practice among us, let it be
ordered that ne black mankind er white, being ferced by cove-
nant, bond er etherwise, te serve any man er his assighnes,
lénger than ten years or until they bee twenty four years ef
age, 1f they bee gaken in under fourteen, from the time of
comings within the liberties of the Celonie and at the end of
ten years to set them fres as in the maner of Fnglish servants.
And thet man that will net let them ge free or shall sell them

away to others for a long time hee or they shall forfeit to the Col
the Colonis ferty pounds.®
This legislatien was the first pesitive declaration against

~ slavery by any ef the Colonles, but

i9h - Histerians accept May of 1696 as the intréduction ef slavery
inte Rhede Islsnd when the first carge of slaves reached New=
pert, R, I., on the brig Seaflewer. Part were unloaded and
the rest sailed next day fer Beston, Mass.

More than 25 distilléeies made rum Iin Newport and a slaver

raid 115 gallems for a healthy male, 95 for a female.

Mere then 184 ships made Newport their heme pert and by 1760,
Newport became the chief slave market in America, Bristel se-
cond, Charleston, third.

There were several slave merkets in Newport, one at the core
ner ef Mill and Spring Streets which was torn dewn in 1870,
another at North Baptist end Thames Streets. If they became
overcrewded or sales became slow, they were kept at Gravelly
Point, now the city deck until times were better. CAR-WTPH. ¥

1717- A tax of three pounds was levied on the sale of each slave
to help pave the streets on Newpert, repealed in 1733. WPHF

1730~ The earliest census in Providened shewed 3700 whites and
128 Negroes. RJD

1735~ The population of Rhede Island was 71936, 1648 Negroes and
935 Indians. RJID

1746- NeBpert Gardmer (Occramer Marycoo) L746-1826

His parents hearing of the great eppertunities in America,
entrusted their son,tdge 14 te a white ship's captain te
bring to America to galn an education but instead was sold
to Captain Caleb Gardner, & sympathetie persen.

Mrs. Gardmer helped teach him Englisk, made it possible for
him to have music lessens alse one of her friends taught

him French.

After six months he surpassed his music teacher, maintaineds
& room on High Sgreet giving lessons to the leading families.
He took a women of colour to be his wife, had children and

& heme of his own on Pepe Street,



1746-

1758~

1760~
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Newport Gardner continued

Gardner, a very religious man came under the influence of Rev.
Dr. Hopkins, pastor of the First Congregational Church in New-
port who lis$ened to his dreams.

In 1791, he and-nine others bought & lottery ticket which hel-
ped finaneially, winning $2000,00,

His master hearing his prayers and hopes, {inally gave freedom
to him, his wife and childre

The funds of the African Colnnizntion Society had increased so
that Gardner with 23 others left Newport to join with others
in Boston, erriving there December 18, 1825.

In a short time the old Park Street ifesting House was organiz-
ed with Salmar Bubia and Newport Gardner, deacons, & large at-
tendance. A sizable collection of money, books, tools, a print-
ing press, food, etc., was raised for the voyage.

The brig "Vine" left Boston, January 4, 1826, reached Liberia,
Fevruary 6, 1826 but Gardner and his chief lieafenant, Salmer
Nubla fell victom to African fever, dying soon after arriving.
gardner's interest was in religion, sacred music, help to his
people, his freedom and to return to his home-land.

At the age of 50, he composed many anthems, the most famous of
which was called "Promise", published in Boston &and sung in
mény Fegro churches.

The only known copy in existance was in the hands of tl‘e widow
of Dr. M. Alonza Van Horne,(l932)

“One of the most remarkable mev black or white, the state has
known." (Eve Bul Feb 1, 193 "These Flantations® J.E, CLouson.

PATIENCE BORDEN, 1768-1811

Patlence Borden, & free woman of colour was mbsbly the FIRST
NEGRO PELENTHRCPIST, left a will dated March 19, 1811, after
leaving &rtein bsquests. "with the resb ard residue (inelu-
ding one share of the Rog: williams Bank) &s a fund, the in-
terest of which was to be applied for the relief of indigent
persons (colour) who shall be members of the First Baptist
Church. Mathan Waterman was raned executator with power to ap-
point a successor or in case of his failure to do so, the

First Baptist Church was to appoint one."

A grave stone bearing the following is in North Burial Ground,
wpatience Borden, com:only called Sterry, & free woman of col-
our and a humble diseiple of Christ. She gave to the First Bap-
tist Church in this town of which she was & member, 230 dol-
lars as a fund for the relief of the foox’ of colour of that
chureh, .5he died April 1, 1811 in the 53rd year of her age."
(Rhode Island History, Winter 1969, page 26. Written by C
Farnham, F.A.S.G. C.R.)

S BUFFUM of
b 1, 1935 JEC

The last slave to die in Rhode Island was
Jamestown, R, I,, Jenuery 3, 1860. Eve Bul ¥
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1763~ The First School for Colored Children was opened by the Rev.
¥aemad

1770-

1778«

uke Browng rector of Trinity Church, October,of 1763
at the cormer of Division and Mary Streets, Newport, R, I.
Girls were given the rudiments of education and domestic
arts while the boys recelved class-room work and were appreméic:
ticed to blacksmiths, carpenters, coopers ete, E
Battle mentions in his booklet that Neptune Thurston, a slave
and cooper by trade, gave Gilbert Stuart, his first lessons
in painting.
Upon the death of Rev. Browne, the school was carried en by
rs, Ma . Brett until the outbreak of the Revelution., The
izhoi:}.g';as re-opened in 1785, closing upon her death, Appil

» . 3

Again it was re-opened under the suspices of the African Be-
nevolent Society with Newpoet Gardner, teacher im charge on
October 10, 1808, The soclety was orgenized for the sole pur-
pose of maintaining & scheol for colored children, & Consti-
tution adopted calling for & set of officers, a beard of di-
rectors of nine members, five of whom shall be colored.
Newport Gardner was elected President and Isaac Rice, Secre-
tary. The school charged a fee of fifty cents yearly,
The school went on with varying success until the City of
Newport took over the education in 1842, CAB

Rev. Hopkins of the First Congregational Church had owred
slaves but upon going down to the wharves, saw conditions
which caused him to preach from his pulpit, strongly against
slavery.

It was so effective that the members of his church VOTED TO
EXCLUDE ALL MEMBERS THAT YFRE SLAVE HOLDERS. In this he was
aided by the Episcopaliana and . uakers.

Rev. Hopkins was the father of the idea of c¢ivilizing and
Christaining Africans and for sending them back teo Afrieca
8s missionaries. The first African Colonization Society was
the out-growth of his idea, CAB

In February of 1778, the General Assembly of Rhode Island
voted and reselved, "That every able bodied Negro, mulatto
or Indian slave in this State may enlist to enter either of
two battdlions to serve during the continuance of the war
with Great Britainm, that every slave so enlisted shall be
entitled to receive all bounties, wages and encouragements
allowed by the Continental Congress to any soldier enlisted
in the service." :

"It is further voted amd reseclved, thet every solder so en-
1isting shall upon passing’muster before Colonel Christo=
pher Greene, be immediately discharged from his master or
mistress and shall be absolutely free &s thoigh he had pev-
er been encumbered with any kind.of servitude or slavery
and in case such slave shall, by sickness ot otherwise be o
unable to maintain himself, he shallm'% 'ﬁ}?f‘ggsteglg%;hfaw/
atate, not& miste\g: or nistress.: Licir ovn pedible
teen 'déemap by Lew the property of the owRer, ‘.’.‘m

ought to be made for the loss of their services.
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1778- Continued

"It was further voted and resolved, That there be allowed and
pald by this state to the owners for every slave enlisting,

a sum according to his worth, a price not cxceeding one hun-
dred and twenty pounds for the most valuable slave and in pro-
tion for a slawe of less value. Provided, the owner shall de-
liver to the officer who shall enlist him, the clothes of said
slave or otherwise he shall not be entitled to sizd sum."
These regiments created by the General Assembly were the first
in the history of the Mtion to be received and accepted into
the armed services of the country on terms of equality with
other soldiers. CAB

1778-The first major contribution of the Negro to the State of R. I.
was e Tormation o e 8t Negro regiment in Ameriea which
fought so bravely in the Battle of Rhode Island, August 29,
1778 at Portsmouth, R. I.

These men both slaves and free more than proved their fighting
ability, withstanding the Hesslans and taking a toll of five
for every man they lost.

The Hessian officer refused to lead them the next day for fear
of his life and asked to be transferred.

After this battle, Colonel Greene's regiment was sent South rer-
dering further service to the new nation and following its lead-
er wag wiped out to a man in the Battle of Point Bridge, N. Y.,
May 13, 1781,

In August of 1928, the 150th amniversary of the Battle of Rhode
Island was celebrated and a suggestion was made that the State
honor in stone or bronze the memory of Colonel Greene's regi-
ment.

M¥r. Oliver C. Burton, Jr., of the Newport chapter of the NAACP
had promised Charles A. Battle that he would work to help es-
tablish such a memorial, enlisting the help of Senetor Erich

A, O'Day Taylor of Newport.

Flpally on July 4, 1967, a site at Berker's Bridge was dedica-
ted with appropiate ceremcnies with representatives of the State,
Newport chapter NAACP, efficials of Portsmouth, veterans organi-
zatlons and the generel public. CAB Eve Bul 7-5-67 & 8-30-68.

1779-The General Assembly passed an Act in 1779, prohibiting the sale
of slaves to parties ocutside the State a{énst their will unless
sddd slave proved to be & person of bad character. CAB

1780-A meeting held at the residence of Abraham Casey of Levin Street
November 10, 1780 was to consider the present condition of the
legro and their possible future.

Subsequent meetings were held in the 0ld Fourth Baptist heting
House, one of the importent considerations was the adoption of
a Constitution also a motion,"/e raise a sum of money in such a
way as may be thought best to purchase four books for record,
one for births, one for marriages, one for deaths and one for
other important records."
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1780~ Continued

Vital statistdes of Negroes were not faithfully kept until

after the Civil War so these books show Some of the written

history of the past. Another wise provision was leaving this

material in the possesion of the Union Congregational Church

Which when 1t merged in 1964 with the Uhited Congregatiocnal

Church, they beesme the possesors of this valuable material.
J'D & CAB

1783~ IS THERE AN OLDER NEGRO CHURCH? J.E.Clauson,Eve Bul 2-1-35
It was at the home of Newport Gardner on High Street thast
the Union Congregetional Church was hatched o¥ the organism
out of which the Congregational Church has grown." Some mem-
bers of the African Union Society met assuming a religilous
nature, follewed by meeting in other members homes.

Inspired by the African Union Meeting House and School House
Society, formed in Providence in 1819, twelve men met at New-
port Gardner's house on Januery 6, 1824, again on February
24, 1824 and established the Colored Union Church and Socie-
ty, electing Newport Gerdner and Shadrack Hawkins, deacons,
the Rev. Mr. Patten, (white) treasurer, Ahama Gardner clerk.
Isaac Rice, Turnbridge Fammond and Ishmael Fayerweather were
appointed to find a 3btg. They purchased a lot, 100x60 at
the corner of Church and Division Strects and on this site
was built the first COLORED CHURCH on the Island of Rhode
Island which was dedicated on June 23, 1824,
They called their first pastor, Rev. Jacob C. Perryof Narra-
gansett who served from 1826 to 1845, Out-growing their quar-
ters in 1835 they acquired the Fouth Baptist Bkeidhg House,
ialled ‘the "0ld Salt Box", having services there, February
835,
Rev. Luke "aldron, 1845-1852, also from Narragansett was the
next pastor, under him the church was incoporated under the
laws of Rhode Islarnd.
Charles W, Gardner, 1852-1858, he stressed the importance of
the Sinday School.
Under Benjamin Lynch, 1858-1863, the church lost its commun=-
ity aspect and in 1859 became an orthoiox Congregational
Church being rec%izec’l by a council, March 29, 1859. In the
fall it was re-incoporated as the Union Congregégional Chureh.
He resigned to become & chaplain in a newly formed Negro re-
giment in the Civil var.
Rev. Samuel Harrison came in 1863 and resigned in 1865.
Rev. Malon A, Van Horne, 1868-1897. Called as acting pastor in Septe
in September of 1868, made permerent in January of 1869, He
was a member of the first class to graduate from Lincoln
University in Oxford, Pa. The church grew emormously under
his 29 years as pastor. In 1871 the church was demolished
with work on the new edifice commenced in May, the corner-
stone laid June 15, 1871 and the new chuech dedicated in Oe-
tober following. He resigned in 1897 to accept an appoint-
ment by President McKinley @s U. S. Counsel to St. Thomes,
D.7.I.
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Union Congregational Church continued

Other ministers to follow were Rev. Byron U. Gunner, Rev E, F,

Barrows, Rev. Harold M. Kingsley, Rev. Clifford I. Miller, the

ablest financier, the church was heavily mortgaged when he

ceme in 1913 but when he left in 1917 every debt had been re-

moved and many improvements made and paid for. Rev A. T. Pes

ters was the scholar, Lincoln University, Yale School of Reli-

glon, a PhRD Brown University, LL.D of Cambridge College, he

came in 1917 and many others. i

R Req whi e fouahtin & vy 1 pelk o w0, BaXCle ok Pounk Buidqe , Wl 9733/

An Act passed in 1784 provided that "all egildren born after

March 1, 1784 were to be free, their support ani edueation to

be provided by the $§owns in which they resided. This Act wes

%?xtet amended to put tge ccost of rearing a child upon the moth o
€r's owner. i%-io-q1 CA. ) IV ang

el har T 2 e gt o Vornafor 7 200 2 e YR

An Act psssed in 1787, under its provisions, the slave trade

in the State was abolished as well as trading with the West Indies

Indies. A fine of 100 pounds for every person imported and

1000 pounds for each ship engaged in this traffie. CAB

A call wag sent out by Newport Gardmer to the members of the

African TUnion Society for a "Slaves Thanksgiving Service,

April 28, 1791.

The last of these services was held in April, 1824 in the
Fourth Baptist Meeting House and the sermon was preachdd by
Professor William Gammell of Brown University.

The original Thenksgiving Proclamation were in the possesion
of the Unlon Congregational Church as well as other Colonial
records of Negroes.

In 1964 thid church merged with the United Congregational
jc.hux‘ch of Newport, the records passing on to thamcﬁor poster-
ty. B

Isaac A, Rice was born ih Marragansett in 1792 and died in
Newport in 1866, a free man.

He was brought to Newport in his early life, embraced reli-
glon, belonged to the First Congregational Church, later one
of the cha:%er rs of the Unl Chuneh and gave
it its first orgen, and was its clerk.

A gardner by trade, he worked for some of the leading fami-
lies of Newport #nd while working for Governor Gibbs, he
planted the trees in Toure Park,

He was a great worker in the anti-slavery cause forming the
aequainance of Frederick Douglass after his escape from the
South to New Bedford, a life long friendship.

His home was the station of the Underground Railway in Newe
port at the corner of William and Thomes Streets,(s4:.L iw by 1575)
later in his years he was in the catering buisness with a
fashionable establishment on Cottcn Court and he and Downing
Were the caterers for the reunion of the sons and daughters
of Newport in 1859. R B
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1795- T?a African Freedman's Soclety which later developed into Beth-
e.

17471

L

A.M.E.Church was founded and established in Rhede Island ex-
actly 100 years before the incorpirction of Bethel,iulénd$39.
In 1795 it was a free mission,and in May of 1800, it joimed
with four other Bethel Vethedist bodies:- (Mother) Bethel in
Philadelphia, Bethel in Baltimore, Bethel in New York and Eman-
wel in Charlesteon, S. C.

It was the only organization wholey owned,#¥d oporated and con=

;ﬁoleg by the Americar Negre, The African Methodist Episcopal
ureh,

They met in homes, the old Quaker Veeting House on North Main

Street, a tenement 2t Thayer and Cushing.Streets. In 1820 they

purchased a lot at 193 Meeting Street la=ter building & church

,~ of logs which was set afire by Indiens and destroyed.

The cormerstone of a larger chureh was lapd June 22, 1865, com=
pleted in 1866, the members fineneing it themselves, owing no-
thing., (Told to me by Mrs. Florence Vest vard, the oldest li-
ving member,résiding at the Bannister House, Providence, E..I.
The red brick church had a large avditorium, pulpit, choir loft
and organ with a gallery in the rear. The first floor contained
the Sunday Scliool room, kindergarden room, pastor's study and
kitchen.

In the basement was the furnace, storage room and a sub-cellar
it was a station of the underground railway. (see history in
the 1618t Anniversary program of October 21, 1956, )

The church weathered the finencial sterms very well until the
early 30ths when o mortgage was obtained to buy a parsonage on
Lippitt Street. Ther the deprsssion came, loosing the house

. leaving the church with a $5000.00 debt.

‘. In September of 1838, fiveteen persons led by Dumiel Morse and
Ichabod Northup met and organized and in 1839 incoporated as
Bethel Africar Methodist Church of Providencs, R. I.
Numerically and financially the church dwindled and in August
of 1961 1t was sold to Brown University for §50,000.00. With
this money they purchased a church edifiece and parsonage on
lower Rechambeau Avenue where they are new, contlnuing their
rellgious life.

The Rev. Jabez P, Campbell was the first pastor and others at
the pleasure of the Bishop and Presiding Elder vere:- RevS.
Hansberry, Griffith, John F. Robinson, J. B, lacey, J. Julian
Jenkins, Leo Pottinger, Perks, C, C, Dunlap, Childers, Bowser,
w, 8, Crawford, Newby, Marian F, Sydes, P. G. MoorepBrowne, C.
B. Barrews, W. J. Iaww, George Rue, H. H., Burley, W. E. Thomas,
sr., W. H. Thomas, Jr., Cole, Mills, Jennefer, George J. Rich-
ardsen, 51, W, Y. D, Delaney, Richard A, Hilderbrant, laCelle
watts, 56, Yearwood, Guillins, Hamilton, James Campbell, SP.,
Flijzh Collins, Leanard F, Maxwell, 68, T, C. Walker, 65, U.
George Blake, 66, Young Std supply, Theodore E, lMoran, std.
supply, 20, N. C. Cannon, 1841, Eli N. Hall, 1844, Henry
Johnson, 1848, James D. Ball, 1853 and Lewis, 1858.

Bibleogpaphy . see other dide
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Bibleography:
Early history of the Negre in Providence, R. I. William J, Brewn

Notes on Negro churched in Rhode Island by Mrs. Ulysses T. Carter,
sr., and Mrs. Beverly Tinsley.

Notes and clippings by Carl R, Gress, M, D.

Told to me by Mrs. Florence West VWard, the oldest living member of
the church living in the Bannlster onu.so 45 East Transit Street,
Providence, R. I. 1970 CRG

Church history told to me by Mrs. London S, Hines, the seccrd old-
est living member, -
161st Anriversary Program, October 21, 1956, given to me by m.
James West Cress, another of the older living members. It give en
interesting history of the church.

Compiled and edited by Carl R. Gross, M. D. Providence, R. I. 1870
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1808- Rhede sland General Assembly abolished slavery in the stgt'.
g

1808- School for colored chldren which was started ba Rev. Marmaduke
Browne in 1763, reopened with_ Newport Cardner as teacher. CAB

Heyl, (G o) ;
Gt 18 George Henry, 181€-1900 was born a slave in Virginia in 181879
" of slave parents, spending his early years on a plantation.

g Not being satlsfied with farm life, he left going to sea as a
(ewelv W  cook on 8 coastal schooner, the Llevelyn which was engaged in
w+ Y running lumber from Virginie to Baltimore, acquiring a good

+har
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z{"“H‘M knewledge in grading lumber, so much so that when the acque-
%M< duet was bullt acress the Georgetewn river, the selection of
JM"’L'W all piles was left to him entirely.
ok Al on his last trip as skipper he left the ship in Baltomere,
1% % going to Fhiladelphia, ther on to Frovidemde in 1847. He socn
/ weyfound a position on & vessel plying between Providence and
o N , New York, finally leaving the sea to follew other pursuits.
i i #*'¢ He became sexton ef St. Stephen's Fpiscopal Church here for
ST 26 years, where he btecame & member.
J In 1855, he with Ceorge Downing end Jefferson iniated and
maintained a2 long fight which lasted 11 years teo desegregate
the public schools in Rhede Island, ending in 1866.
In 1872, he was the first Negro to serve on a Rhode Island
S ¥ i, 15
Ry Jumg. 14571
N On the repeal of the inter-marriage laws,, which John F. Toby,
S Chr of ‘the House Judiclary Committee opp &sed, Mr Henry worke

3 ed hard on account of his stand and remerks to defeat Toby

IS in three succesive elections th help from ether Negroes.
A few years later he 18d an assualt on the Metropolitan Life

{ Insurance, forcing them to give somewhat near equal benifits

Y

!

b

to colored people.

He was assoclated with the Young Men's Friendly Assitant So-
clety, the Franklin Lyceum, the Union Lesgue, the Park Assoe
clation and one of the founders of the Burmside Natienal &

guards.
In 1894, he presented Ives Post, Neo, 13, G.A.R., Department
of Rhode Island an immense volume, designed to contain per-
sonal war sketches at a cost of $100.,00. A personal sketch
AN\ of the donor, compiled and written by William A, Heathman,
ESq., Gn August 4, 1894, ¥r. Heathman was. post historian.
He was one of the wealthlest Negroes in the State in his
time, maxing charitable donations %to Winter Street AME Zion
Church of twe stained glass windows. In 1895, he presented
his entire library of valuable rare books on the history of
the race during the first half of the century, the entire
RS works of Cherles Sumner, oil paintings of John Brewn, Sum=-
§ ner, L'Overture, nimself and others, to Livingston College.
v This gift is among, if not the best that Livingston has ever
received from & member of our race.

: 1 close with his own words, "Let us give glory to God on
high and peace on eerth to men. ¥y country, my flag and the
E\Q Republican party end its prinetpals, first, last and forever."
=

william A, Heathman Esq., Providence Evening Bulletin, Iafi4
uary 24, 1800, compiled by Carl R. Gress, M. D. 1970
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1819- George T, Downing was born in New York city, December 30, 1819,
he attended the public schoocls there with Henry Garmett, Dr. Cro
Crummell and Pref. Reason, men of great quality.

Early in life he becaeme involved in the rights ef the people,
was a agent of the Under Ground Railrcad, helped to spirit away
®Iittle Henry" who had been placed in jJail in New York, was ape
rested but the matter was compromised with the value of the

. slave paid.
§ e He was one of the committee of 13 erganized at the time of en-
& actment of the Fugitive Slave Iaw.

(J He fought to abolish the property qualification ef New York,

' that colored people had to ewn /250.00 wortl of real estate.
S}Iis father had carried om a large eygter buisness for 40 years
& on Broad Street in New York se it 1s.fair to assume his son
N George would follew ewtablished in buisness in 1842. later at
é 690 Broacdway under the nsme of George T. Downing, Confecticner

ﬁ“;fﬁ

e lEe NS
7

and Caterer, catering to the elite of the city.

& Some of them induced him te open & summer builsness in Newport,
e R, I., in 1849 he bought a Bellevue Avenue estate in which the
% United States Naval Academy was located for several years.

9

a
I,
b

In 1850 he moved to Providence where he opened & catering buis-
ness on Matherson Street near Westminster, after twe years he
~ moved to Benefit Street near College Street, eatering to the
~ summer colonists in Newport, alsec.
~J ¥r. Downing helped to form éeveral colored regiments and on &
i:rlp to mashington in connection with enlistments, Congress=

s

3. man Dixon of Rhode Island persuaded him te take over the House
esturant, steying there for twelve years then coming back te
T% Newport continuing his buisness until he retired in 1879.

Lcnid il Blevre. c0 ; \Joiiny
—’J//( oo
Ao

While in Washington he made many friends of the figues in the
political world, through the help of Charles Sumner he secured
Tt equal right for his peeople on the Baltimore and Ohlo Railread.
* Mainly through his effords, Rhede Island public schools were
desegregated. the beask
He was the only Negro,among sixteen who contributed towerd the
purchase of Touro Park in Newport where the old stone mill,is,
his name'’cn the scroll commemerating a gracious gift.
He died July 7, 1903 in Newport, leaving three sons and three
daughters.
*If a long life of usefulness and honer can make a man's name
great, certainly ne one has a nigher claim than the one who
heads thid sketch."
Evening Bulletin 7-22-03; Biography of George Thomas Dewning,
y S.A. M, Washington, Milne Press, Newport, R. I.
Cempiled by Carl R. Gress, M. D. Providence, R. I. 1870.

it

'/ Z:::uj;z“

§

1819~ The African Union Meeting House and Scheol House Soclety.
Colored people attemded different white churches, the largest
number at the First Baptist Meeting House in America, wanting
one of their own & special committee was formed to see Woses
Brown, & Quaker , some had been in his service. After heering
their plea he said, "I have always wanted to help the colored
+..Now go seek ye out & lot suitable for your pure
will pay for it".




1819~

1820~

1824~

1826~
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continued

The colored people had raised $500.00, the deed had been drawn
ug on April, 1i, 1819, submitted and correxted by Moses Brewn
who signed it May 14, 1819.

In April work begen and by December the first fleor room, 50-
40-30 was raised and covered. The work stopped to begin agdin
in May, 1820, the roof and school room were finished.

On the first Sunday in June, 1820 the first worship was held,
the eclapboards and exterior were finished in 1821 with the
White friends furnishing the pews and paint, The pews held
four persons and sold for $20.00, the first ome sold going to -
the highest bidder, the sale being held September 1, 1821,
only Negreoes allowed to own pews, 48 pews and 158 free seats,
Pew 21 for white strangers, pew 28 for the minister and school
teacher, pews 1l to 14 and35 to 38 were free unless the need
to Sell for expemses. Only pew holders eould vote, one pew, one
one vote, men only on financiasl matters,

A minister was hired annualy with the buisness of thessotdsyy
transacted quarterly at 3 P. M., the first Wensday in May,
Avgust, November and February.

It was to be of no particular denomination according to Moses
Brown's wish with pastors from the white churches serving, the
oldest opening 2nd the youngest closing the serviwe.

The early life of the Negre in Providence by William J. Brown
Hoteg on Negro Churches in Rhede Islanrd by Mrs. Ulysses T.
Carter, Sr., and Mrs. Beverly Timsley.

Compiled by Carl R. Gress, M. D., Provideace, R. I. 1970.
See file on Negre Churches.

About 1820 a scheol for colored children was opened on Middle

Street, Providence, one of the teachers being Miss Gane, daugh-

ter of Rev. Gane of the First Baptist Meeting House ia America.
Book by William J. Brown

The First Negro church building on the Island of Rhede Islend
was by the Colored Umien Church 2nd Séciety on a lot, 100x60
&t the corner of Church and Divisiocn Streets, Newport, R. I.,
dedicated June 23, 1824. CAB

Benjamin J. Burteon was born in Darien, Conn., July 3, 1826,
coming to Newport, R. I., in 1845 where he died October 6, 1885.
In 1849, durirg the gold rush, he went to California where he
worked side by side with a Mr. Flood who later became & New York
banker.
Returning to Newport he became & teamster accumulating a sum of
money, laubching an express buisness under very trying circum=-
stances, i.e., his harmnesses were slashed, his team damaged but
under these hardships he managed te survive.
He was the first citizen to introduce and operate busses on

CAB

Beglevue Avenue and later on Broadway in Newport. A
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1819~ The African Union Meeting House Society continued from page 10
The colored people made great preparations to celebrate at the
dedication ef the church et Hodge Congdon's house. Young mem
had drilled having formed & military company under the command
of Colonel George Barrett, a black man well pested in military
tacties through asseciation with British officers.

The Quakers were to be met at their church but when they saw a
band and a military company, they refused to merch and went by
themselves, leaving it to the African socleties to march te
the church. In deference to the Quekers, the military company
had to stack arms outside. illiam J. Brown book, 1883




1828-

1830~
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Edward Mitchell Bannister was born in St. Andrews, New Bruns-
wick in November, 1828, the son of Edward and Famnah Alexander.
He died in Providence in 1901 while attending an evening ser-
vice at the Elmwood Avenue Baptist Church. (died Jan.9,1901)

As a young boy he shipped on vessells plying the coastal trade
later making Boston, Mass., his heme. While there he attended
the Lowell Institute also studing under Dr. Rimmer an anatemist.
He married Christina Cartreaux, a Narraganmsett Indien from North
Kingston, R. I., about 1856 or 1856. She was a wig maker and hair-
dresser and in the early 70's they meved tomProvidence, R. I.
Around 1878, Whitaker, Ststson and Bannister met in his studio
in the Weods building, 2 College Hill discussing plans for mue
tual benefit and out of these came the Providence Art Club with
James Sullivan Lincoln, the first president and the first signer
of the document forming the club, Bannister the second signer
follewed by Whitaker, Stetson and others. It is very sigfificant
he was the only Negro member out ef some Negre artists here who
night have qualified. (Foundel on February 18, 1880)

His first efforts were scriptual scenes later to pastorial ones,
"nder the Oaks" won a major award at the Centennial Exposition
in Fhiladelphia of 1876, the "0Oaks" peferred to those on the
farm of williasm Geddard in Potowamut, R. I., was sold te & Mr.
Duff of Boston for $1500.00.

A gathering of artists and friends raised money for & memorial
to honor one of the leading artists in Rhode Island, a granite
boulder with a bronze palette with his name and dates also a
seroll with & poem by ¥rs, Smith was placed in the North Burisl
Ground, Providerece, R, I.

%Ted Trosby, director of the Barrington Art Gallery opened ne-
gotiations with the Smithsonian Institidm to acquire a collec-
tion of PBannister‘s works for the United States Cellection of
Fine Arts.... a letter from Neal Peterson, assistant to Vice
President Humphrey said, this would make & valuable find on
your part and they would be delighted to receive these paint-
ings for a permenent part ef the cellection.® (Prov Sun Jour
9-12-65) (Prov Eve Bul and J. K. Ott, 1966,"The Barbizon Sshoel
Dnoyidendenje™)

The Second Free Will Baptist Church, 1830-19 had been neeting
with the African Union Meeting Fouse and School House Society,
being knewn &s the Abbysinia Free Baptist Church when they left
in 1830. Bectuse of their abhorence to slavery, seven men and
two women withdrew and in 1835 were admitted to the Rhede Is~
land Free Will Baptist Quarterly Conference meeting which was
incorporated in 1826 with churches in Burriville, Smithfield,
and pawtucket.

They met in homes and a hall but soon deeided to have a church
of thelr own. Through their treasurer, Cato Northup, land was
purchased at the corner of ‘ond and Angle Streets for $225.00,
a deed was recorded in 1841 under the nome of the Second TFree
Will Baptist Church.and & church 30x40 was built and occupied.
In 1842, Mr. Northup mortgaged the lend for §422.00 to William
Brown, being deeded back to the Seconff Free Will Baptist Church.
later they rented 2t the corner of Franklin and Pend Streets,

(2 a:\'o/k‘u,qf'(hnd‘o
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Second Free Will Baptist Church continued

next renting a hall over 2 blacksmith shop on Femner Street,la-
ter destroyed by fire, They worshiped next in a hall on Unien
Street, leaving when the cormer stone was laid at Pond and An-
gle Streets, September 28, 1871 with the church dedicated Sept-
ember 29, 1872,

Title to the Steward Street Raptist Church was given to them
and the old church wes sold to the Church of Ged and the Saints
of Christ. FHaving to move for a re-develepement project, they
accepted the invitation of the Cranston Street-Roger Williams
Baptist Church to worship from the late 40's until ¥e8éh l4ith
1965 when the cornerstene was laid by the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge ef Rhode Island, F. and A. M., with the dedication at 76
Chester Avenue, Providence, R. I., March 28, 1965.

In the 70's during Rev. Dungec's pasterate $1200.00 was raised,
$600.00 coming from a dinner for white bulsness men in Howard
Hall. He had been & slave but escaped to Capada and after the
emancipation proclamatien returned to Viginia where he gained
an education and became & minister.

Rev. Zacharish Rarrison served &s paster for 26 years, from
1897 to 1923.

From the mid thirties the church secmed to have young men to
gerve, sowe as student supply who later beceme permenent. but
the church secmed to a stepping stone for other fields, Rev.
Henderscn to California, Rev. McKinney to Storer Cellege then
to Virginia state University, Rev. Wymn left under the Congre-
gational Church to hesd & school 8mong the Cvimbudus in Ga-
lanque, Angola, West Africe ministering te one of the largest
congregations in the workd, (Prov Sun Journsl 3-27-41.) Rev.
Samuel Proctor left to join the faculty of Virginia Union Uni-
versity later having some official position in the Peace Corp.
In my file on Negro churches in Rhede Island I have been able
to get the name of every minister that has pastered this
church.from 1830 te 1970. (notes on Negre Churches, Mrs. Carder
ter and Nrs. Tinsley; Willlem J. Brown beok; Negre' churches in
Rhode Island by Rebert Clann Scherer, Jr.; The Free Will Bap-
tist of R. I. and vicinity, Dever, W. H, 1880, p36, by J. M.
Brewster; Carl R. Gross, ¥. D,, who compiled these notes.)

"informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew

The beginning of the Church was when Rev George Spyward mo=
ther walked out of the 0ld Chestnut Street NMethedist Church
on account of subscribe treatment of the colored members then
the rest of the colard members follewed her., they had meetings areund
around to theirHomgesuntil the society was formed in Minor
Hall House where old Gespee Street Church sted, the house wes
next to it the ground was given by Marshall Woods mother for
& Colored Methedist Church."
The above is an exact quote from the "Journal of the Cuarter~
1y Conference of the Colored ¥ethedist Ep Church of the Zion
connection formed by Jehiel Bemone. September 2th 1837." The
Journal containing minutes of meetings from September 2, 1837
to 1859 in my pessesion, C.R.Gress, M., D., 1970.

Winter Street A M.E.Z. Churchcophttmadd
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1837- A.M,E.Zion Church, Winter Street continued
Then Rev. Spyward's mother and other colored left the 0ld
Chestnut Street Methedist Church, they met in homes of dif-
ferent members until the soclety was formed in Minor Hall's
hpuse where the old Gaspee Street Church stood,( beiler room
on State House grounds.)
It was a direct branch of thei.M.E.church which withdrew
from the Methedist Episcopal CThurch, South in 1776. By 1840
it had forty members and more than doubled its membership by
le4e

"I hereby agree to remove the dwelling house beloning tec me
now standing on & portion of the lot Ne 26 on Gaspee Street
conveyed by myself and Mrs. Woods to the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, from the said let, within six? months frem
this date and if it is not so removed, the time named in my
Deed te them, for the remeval of this house from lot No 25,
shall be proportionally enlarged.

Providence Oct 7, 1850-- Marshall Woods ®
In 1888, Rev. Adderson with truetees Andrew Burgess, Isiah
Reasen and others were authorized to purchase 2 lot on Vin-
ter Street where a large brick church was started and finish-
ed in 1894 under Rey, Ceffee.
The building had a bell tower, large church area with a bale
cony on three sides, pulpit, cheir stall, orgsn, stained
glass windows, two of which were given by George Henry on
the upger half level. The lewer half level ecntained the Sun-
day School roog &and utilities.
At ene time it had & membership of over 500 with aunday
school of 400, & lyceum with a large attendance, with a ques-
tlon and answer periocd following on varicus subljects,
The preperty was condemned by the Providence Re-development
authority in the 1960's later Jolning with the A .M.E.Zion
church on Wadsworth Street to bulld & new medernistic struc-
ture there as the Heod Memorial A, M. E. Z., with Rev. Hardge

pastor.
The following served as pastors:-
1837  Jehiel Bemone l888-Rev. Anderson Rev. Alleyne
1838 Wm.Serrington 1894 Rev. Coffee Rev. Carroll
183¢  Mathan Blunt Rev. Weller Rev. Morgan
1840 Leven Smith 1918 Capt T.AARoRchcRev. Merris
41 G " Rev. Terpen  Rev. B. Johnson
42 o 1y Rev. Coles Rev. Green
T 43 L " Rev. Buster Rev, A, Hodge
1844-49 D, Vandevere Rev. Washington Haxdgqz
1849-57 Jeseph Hicks Rev. MeCullum
1857-61 Peter Ress Rev. Holland
1861-63 Joseph Hicks Rev. Crooke

1888« Rev. Biddle

After 1894 ‘they are not in consecutive order

lotes on Negro Churches by ¥rs. Carter and Mrs. Tinsley 1835
Negre Churches before 1860, R. G. Scherer, Jr. Jan. 1966
Notes from other sources by Carl R. Gross, M. D.
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1840~

1840~
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Christ Church, (Episcopsl) wes erganized in 1839 after meet-
ings and worship were held in a school house on Washington
Street, Providence, R. I., incorperating in 1842 in a weoden
building, (38%52.

S. G. Degrasse served as rector in 1840 followed by 2 lay
reader, the famous Alexander Crummell from 1840 to 1844.

¥r. Crummell was o learned men later receiving a BS degree
fron Queen's college Cambridge, beceme a missionary to
Africa, returning to Americe to teach in "’ashington, D. C.,
where he founded the American Negro Acad

The mgmbershlb dwindled after Crummell 1eft the church de=-
solived.
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Alexander Crurmell, B 1818 D. 1898 Souls of Black Folf, 1961
Robert Glen Scherer, Jr., "Negre Churches in Rhede Island
Before 1860." Rhode Island History, vol 25, No I, Jan. 1966

valon A. Van Herne was born in Princeton, N. J., 1940, 8 Re=
pubilican, & minister and teacher, He was a member of the
first class to graduate from Lincolm University in Oxford,

Pa,

He came to Newport October 1, 1868, shortly after was called
as the pastor of the Union Congregational Church there until
he resigned in 1897 to 2ccept an appointment by Presidemt
McKinley as U, S. Consul to St. Thomas, D"I., He resigned from
the diplomatic service in 1908, taking up religious work in
the Movarian Church in Antigua where he died April 24, 1910.
He was & member of the Newyort scheol committee from 1873 te
1892, twelve years of which he was chairman of the committee
on text books alse on the committee te exemine applicants
for the Rhede Island State Normal Scheol. He was & chaplain
in the Rhode Islend State Militia.

He was the first Ne‘ro to serve in the Rhode Island General
Assembly, 1886- 387 .

His pastorate of the Union Congregational Church in Newport
marked the golden era of its exlstence after a crisis when
he first came.

Negrees on the Island of Rhode Islamd by Cherles A, Battle
Rhode Island law Library, Providence, R. I.

Brown Chapel was formed by some Negro membe®s of the Indlan
Chureh in Newport from South Kingston at Curtis Corners in
Seuth ngston in 1840, building a church there the same
year, In 1842, the nsme, First Colored Baptist Church was
adopted ul'hhouzh not strickly Baptists. Ministers of mant
denominations preached there and some of the members held
prayers at Mooresfield where Mr. Daniel Redman furnished
the land and helped build the church.

Negro Churches in Rhode Island before 1360, by Robert G.
Scherer, Jr., Bhede Islend History, January 1966 ppR3-24.

Joseph Pecce Hagard, "The Colored Bapbist Church at Moores-
field" The mrr&gansett Historical Regisedr, veol II 1883,
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1840- Congdon Street Baptist Church was orinally organized December
8, 1840 as the Meeting Street Baptist Church by Rev. Jeremiah
Asher, a Licentiate from Hartford, Conn.
It had been meeting with other denominations in the African
Union Meeting House but after the eother dencminations had lost
thelr ecumenical spirit by leaving, the Calvinist Baptist were
left in physical charge of the property, with nine members, 7
meles and 2 females. Rev. Asher was ordained during the organie
zation and served for eight years.
In 1863 nearly half of the male members joined the l4th R, I.
Heavy Artillary going to serve the country and due te such a
male loss, the church was unable to hire a minister for the
next three years.
The church remained at the Meeting Street location, increasing
its membership until 1869, The church had been erected almest
in the back yard of the Hale property at Meeting and Congdon
Streets who only hed a ten foot accesc on Meeting Street. Mr.
Hale approached the officers and members with an offer to ex-
change his lot at Congdon 2nd Angell Court for theirs, alse
give the chureh $1000.00. The idea did not set with some of
the members but the majority prevailed and in 1870 the pre-
perty was legally changed to be the Congdon Street Baptist
Church. While these negotiations were going on some nearby
whites complained to the City Counmeil, had the building con-
demned, torned down after a Sunday service and by the next
Sunday they had ne place to worship.
They held services in private homes until they secured the
services of a contractor, a new edifice was begun, the Ves=
try completed and dedlcated Spkgl 21, 1874, the church come
pleted in July of 1875 at & cost of about $16,000,00.
In 1874, the New England Baptist Missionary Covention was
organized in the vestry of this church.
During the pastorate ef Rev. Jeseph 0. Johnson, 1891-1896,
the church debt was cleared and the mortgage burned, he
alse incremsed the membership te 330,
Around forty members left to meet in Slater's Hall on VWey-
besset Street and in 1824, Fbenezer Baptist Church was or-
ganized, & building erected and incorporated in 1888 on
A Street,
1n 1901 over 100 members again left and formed the Olney
Street Baptist Church under Rev. J. H. Presley who had been
% locked out of Congdon Street Baptist Chureh.
<  Misce:~- Members were baptised in yhe Providence River; the
pastors were paid $300.00 per annum, one half by the State
Convention; Rev. Chauncey Leonard who ‘served from 1853 to
1855 was the first Negro chaplain appuin@ed by President
Lincoln during the Civil War; Mr. Bdward . Peters over 40
years a Deacon, 28 years church ‘@lerk, SSerars Sunday
School Superintendent; Urs, Lena L, Gross Assistant under
Nr. Petpss; Mrs. Freeclove Peters, Kindergarden Superinten-
nt with its 1ittle red chairs; From this church came a
past Predident of the Rhode Island Baptist Sunday Scheol
Convention, Dr. Andrew L. Jacksen, Sr., who alse served as
the church's sunday School Superintendent for many yezzs.
William J, Brown book /
Notes on Negro Churches by Mrs. U.T.Carter,Mrs.) Beverly

nsley, 1935 ‘
803000 L Sioton of congdon Street church, Rev. L.L.John-
son, 1965 A
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I, MichaelnTillinghast of Frovidence in the County of Frovie
dence and State of Rhede Island, man eof colecur, mindful of my
mex'tauty, do make my last Will and Testament 1n hbrnéolioking
dontBag."......"The net of saild rents, incomes,issues and pro£its, or
fits or so much of them as said Trustees shall think expedient
they shall from time to time aprly teo the relief of such poor
and destitute colored peofle resiiing in Providence..
Michael Tillinghast 17 ?-1841 was the:second of Rhede nd
Negro Egglanthroglsts who left an estate In trust to benefit
@ "poor an ute colored people of Providence.
The property was located at 26-27 Beacon Avenue and Pine
Streets, Providence, R. I. (The copy of the will says Pine
and Plane Streets whicl, was later chenged te Beacon Amenue.)
Five Trustees were named and accerding to the will hereof
elect to fill vacancies. I was at one time one of the Trus-
tees and in the late fiftles five ladies, members of the
Juhdor Service League of Providence were named the present
Trustees, (1970). They asked the Superior Court permission
to sell the property and use the proceeds to invest, using
the interest for continued chardtable purpeses to the peor.
(Copy of his will encl) Eve Bul 7-23-57

Mt. Zien A.M.E.Church, Newport, R. I. 1846-19 ? The society

was organized by Rev. Henry A. Johnson, acting presiding §
<
2
=

Elder in 1845 and was incorperated in 1849. It started in
a carpender shop, moved to Gran Lane, Johnsen Court then to
Bellevue Avenue ad joining the Jewish Cementery. X
There is a movement on foot (1969) to make this church a 9
national shrine or a Black Museum. Being near the Viking @
Hotel, it has been used as the headquarters for the Inter-
national Cup Race]/g t(wrsriw» see file en Negre Churches -

i ppres ¥ pluigatovs Commedize EB.g—S-7¢ 5 \ 3
In .Tohn Mowatt 's home on Division Street, Newport, R. I., 2 &
the first meetings were held in 1849 to organize a colered
Masonic Lodge. He was a grocer and substantial citizen. CAB

Mo

w

Osceola Cook, 1854-1899, Inventor, barber, politighoen was
born in New Bedferd, Mass., about 48 years before his death
March 14, 1899 in Providence
He was a colorful figue, weighing 449 1bs, a man who did
net know his strehgh, an artist with a bull whip. It is
said, he once whipped & white news man whe had said some-
thing derogatory about him, was arrested but the case was
dropped, politically as he was high in Republican politics.
Cook bought out a barber shep in the Narragansett Hotel also
had a beot-black stand where the 6ld Eristel Hotel on Market
Square stood about 1885. The curved hahdle to fit the hand
was his improvement which he sold his half te Brewn & Sharp
for $800,00, the ether half belonged to the mechanic whe ma-
chined it, their being ohlier inventions, & shampooing machine.
He kept in his room a set of chest weights alse Indian clubs
with which he exercised daily to try te keep his wieght down.
On account of his weight, a special casket was built which
was so large it was carried to the cementary on a dray.

Eve Bul 3-15-99
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1860~

1860~

1868~

71

start of the long fight to desegfegate the public schools in
Rhode Island, led especially by Geprge T. Downing of Newport
and others, because his children were refused adméssion in
the Newport schools. RJD & CAB
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Josephine silone Yates was born in Mattituck, Long Island, N.
Y., November 17, 1859 and was brought to Newport in her early
youth. She attended the public schools there, grdduating at
the head of her class from Rogers High and received a medal
for scholarship. afdothsafirdtterliredsgirl to graduate from
there. Two years later in 1879, she was the first colored
girl to graduate from the Rhode Island Normal School in Provi-
dence, R. I.(?CRG)

She went to the central VWest, teaching at Lincoln Institute,
Jefferson City, Mo., in 1881 up to 1889 when she married Fré-
ssor W, W, Yates of Kansas City.

She is noted as an educator, writer, club organizer and is an
Honorary President of the National Assodiatlon of Colored Wo-
men also Professor of &nglish and History at Lincoln Institute.
she died September 3, 1912, (CAB, The Colored American Maga=-
zine, 1905-1907 CRG)

Jimmy Buffum, 100 yeras of age was the last slave to die in
Rhode Island at Jamestown. JEC Eve Bul 2-1-35

Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church, erected in 1860
the first colored church on the west side of Providence at a
cost of about $3500,00, its first pastor, Rev. George H., Wash-
ington. Chartered in 1872 by an act of the General Assembly
of Rhode Island: "Section l: Howard Edwards, James LeCount,
Thomas Rogers and Samuel Juckson are hereby created & body,
corporate, with perpetual succession by the néme of the Mount
Zion Methodist Episcopal Church in Providence, R. I., for the
purpose of establishing and supporting the public worship of
Almighty God", vadsworth Street AMEZ merged with Vinter
Street AMEZ church which fell to the Providence Redevelopement,
adding to their former lend area, bullding & new modern church
under the name of the Hood Memorial AMEZ Church with Rev. Ar-
thur I, Herdge, formedly pastor of ;the Winter Street AMIZ as
the pastor of the merged bodles. CRG Church file

An order issued by Governor Sprague, August 4, 1868, called
for the enlisting of a sixth regiment to "consist entirely of
colored persons. On the question of whether they were to be
employed on equal terms arose and the movement was temporally
suspended. This was to have been the Sixth regiment of Rhode
Island Volunteers.

1863~ The Fourteenth Regiment of Rhode Island Volunteers, 1800 men

strong, enlistments began August of 1863 with the first company
mustered in at Camp Fremont,(Dexter Training Ground) under Cap-
tain Nelson Viall &nd by September, four companies were transe—
ferred to Camp Bailey, Dutch Island, R. I. (By Edwin VW, Stone
of the 1st R.I.L.A. George H., Whitney, publisher, Providence,64)

o phealandl s laves coming bewkh weve houses

L Dl botvachs e Resker Toarming Grownd
hs. G A&
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14th Reg R. I. Vel continued

outside of about 76 men that were drafted, therrest were volun-
teers and due te Colonel Viall, the success of the experimmnt
of preparing fer service the first colored regiment sent from
Rhede Island since 1776. is given credit. (By Edwin W. Stene
of the lst R.I.LI4, Prov 1864 George H. Whitney publisher.)

P. S. The title eof Mr. Stone's book is Rhede Island Regiments.
The gommisioned efficers were white, non-cemmisioned were Ne-
groes.

The shileh Baptist Church, Newpert, R. I., was erganized May
10, 1864 at the residencm of Mrs. Esther Brinley, 73 Levin
street with fourteen original members. They held meetings in
the Seventh Day Baptist Church which they hired siince the mem-
bership increased with @ native African, the Rev. W, J. Bare
nett ag thelr first paster. Others were Theedore valsntino,
George Mamlin, Ananias Brown, Henry N. Jeter, N. J. Marriett,
W. J. Presten, J. R. C, Pinn, Beg#. Dr. divingston and ethers,
In 1888 the church beught ns present home from the Trinity
Church Corperation for §2000,00.

Some of its finest work was under Rev. Henry N. Jeter who was
called in 1875 end served for over forty years, the longest
pasterate of any Negro in Rhede Island.

In 1878, he married Miss Themesinia Familton ef Breoklyn, N.
Y. Her rather. Thomas Hamilton was the editer of the Angle-
African, one of the easrliest Negro newspaper in this country.
The childx'en were oxceptionsl musicilans, having been received
at the White House by President McKinley in 1897. They travel-
ed thr:ughout New England as the Jeter Family of Musicisns.
(Notes of Negre Churches by Mrs, Carter and Mrs. Tinsley of
the Negre group of the Tercemtenary Committee; Prov. Chreniale)
BleS. During Rev. Jet®r's time he established the shnoh Big-
tist Mission on the Island of Jemestown, R. I., in 188

The fight te end segregatiom in the public scheol in Rhode Is~
land was in 1866.

Tohn C, Minkins, 1869-1959, the only Negre editor of @ white
newspaper in the United States was editer ef the Providence
l'ews (white) from 1906 -,o most Frl 11, (His

Inking was born Anuary 29, 1869 and

n
~died here October 30, 1959 at the Rager wuliams Hespital.

He married Rosa J. Jeesup in 1894, fathered eight children,
five of whem survive, all girls, four of the rive surviving
graduated from Pembrake Cellege in Brown University.

He was in the first class to graduate from the Nerfelk Mis-
8ion College in 1888. He wrote a daily column, "Ameng OUR
COLOR®G PEOPLE" in the white Evening Telegram.

In 1891 he came to Previdence to manage the New England Torche-
light, Joseph W. Henderson, publisher, a Negre from Texas, Re-
publican inspired, where he remained pracariously three months.
The Providence News was established as & ﬁepublican ergan seo
he sought an epening, being paid®s penny a line®™, received 80
cents the first week,
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1869~ John C. Minkinl continued

ith the Telegram, he handled the fomous "Lizzie Borden™
t.r!.al dnd in the course of his newspaper experience, haaldiad
copy for the Hearst papers for 20 years, wrote a Providence
8unday letter for the Boston Glebe for 45 years.

In his early days here he leanmd toward the Republicans bdut
later went over te the Democrats.

Joining the I,0.B.P.Elks of the World, he was made Grand Ledge
Reporter which he held for 15 years. At the convention in an—
treal in 1955, he was sndorsed for' the honor of Past Grand Ex-
aitgd)ﬂuler. CRG-His persenzl typed auteblegraphy-Eve Bul 10-
31-59

18697-Nadame Sissieretta Joyner Jones, the "Black Patti" was bern in

Portsmouth, Va., about 1868-69 on Jenuary 5th, the daughter of
the Rev. Jeremiah M. and Henrietta B. Joynor. He was pastor
of an African Methodist church there and the daughter was abeut
eight years of age he redeived & call to a chureh in Providence.
While a mere child, liademe Jones had & remasrkable voice , soon
attracting the amsntion of the musical people whe encouraged
her financiaslly, when 15 studied under M, Maures and Baroness
Iacombe here, at 18 going to the New England Conservatory of
Music in Boston, Mass., later te New York vwhere she studied un-
der Madame Leuise Capplani, the great velce teacher.

After singing at the Sans Souci Carden in Providence she re-
ceived a call to come to New York for Abbey,Schoeffel and Grau
with such success at Wallack's Theater that she was immediate-
1y hired for a tour of South America, no colored artist had
ever appeared at Wallack's before.

She made her Ruropean debut irn Berlin, Germany followed by an
appearance before the King of Fnglend &rounf 1888. Coming back
to America she sang before th¥ee presidents, Harrison, MeKin-
ley and Roesevelt.

Major J. B, Pond became her manager, he also managed Reverent
T. DeWiitt Talmage, Clare Louise Kel.].o,(,, Mark Twain, Henry Ward
Beecher and others

Once she remArked, “T woke up fameus at the Carden and didn't
know it", singing before 75000 people in one week, Her accem-
painist was Mrs. Alberta Wilson, a finished colered pianist
alge under Major Pond.

Madame Jones has the distinction of having appeared bnfmmee
consecutive prefornances than any other living singer.

The New York Clipper gave her the name, the Black Patti and
said,"she sings like Patti without the slightest effort",
Scores of gifte were showered upon her, the richest of all a
tilarra of solid gsm with three diamsn/is projecting; frem

the of I ; the costligsfrby the cit-
izens of S%. Thomas. & latge solitaire diamend in the center
of a bar set with emeralds, thelargest a gold medal from the
President Hyppelyte of Haiti these and many ethers

Hor mother became ill so she came home to care for her until
she passed. She made one appearence at the Grand Theater in
Chicage, then retiring to her home 2t 7 Wheaton Street.
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Madame Sissieretta Joynor Jones continued

She was a very proud Weman, Selling her jewelry to live on ex-
cept three gold medals out of the seventeen she wore across
her besum in concert, selling eff her property except the home
at Wheation Street. |

she tried taking in state children as a foster-mother until
her health commenced to fail. She went on relief, that not be-
ing enough se through the kindness of a friend who had idvméd
with her mother, for twe years paid the taxes, water bill, ceal
and weed bill.

She died peneyless in the Rhede Island Hospital, Providence,,,
in July of 1933 and ne doubt this same friend saw thet she was
not buried in a pauper's grave where they bury the indigente
My buddy, John L, Davis, Jr., also roomed with Mrs, Joiner se
I wes in end out of that house quite fregquently and saw Mademe
Jones when she came home summers.

This same friend when she hed passed, three gold medals, twe
scrapbooks, one containing press releases of her tours, phete-
grophs etc knowing ef my interest in Negre history in Rhede
Tsland so for my files I wrote a short history of Madame Jenes
and when Redeliffe College sent forPimPdgmmtéohibeplace her in
their dictéonary of Americen Wemen, I sent them & copy which
was sent te Mr. Lithhurnwagger, head of the reference section,
Library of Congress, whe was te write the article on her,

For pesterity I sent the medals, photographs, scrap books te
the Jesse L. Moorland Collection, Howard University, washing=
ton, D. C. Radeliffe suggested the Schlessinghercollection or
the Moorland one. (Prov Sun Jour 7-16-33 Short History by
CRG, 1966.)( Afre-American, Providence Chronicle)

In the early 70's, Dr. Andrew Jackson was the first registered

dentist to prective in Providence with his office around Public

and Elmwood Avenus. My father went with his cousin, Caroline

Prout Brown to have her tooth pulled. Registered R.IICRB77? CRC
a

Goerge Henry, 1816-1900 was the first ‘Hsgro to serve em 8 Jury
in Rhode Islznd in 1872, see WiBA6r 18(Short biography by WAH)

silldem Arren Heathmen, Esq., 1872-1968 Attorney at law, and
Master in Chancery, admitted te the R. I, Bar, May 20, 1898,
Mr. Heathmen was born in Bast Providence, R. I., September 14,
1872 and died Fsbruary 9, 1968 in Providence, R. I.

He attended the public scheols of Previdence, vwas the first
native Rhode Islander to enter Brown Unlverslty which he left
while in his sophomore year to enter Beston University School
of Iaw from which he graduated.

He contracted te study preparatery for the bar ezamination in
Lewyer Monree's office, three months later ¥r. Monroe died seo
Mr. Heathman asked a white lamyer whoese office adjoined if he
would leave his deor which separated the offices open when he
was not busy, and in this way he completed his six months pre-
requisite.

# native born continued
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Wwilliem H. Higgins, M, D., was born in Marien, Nerth Carelima,
December 14, 1873 and died in Previdence, May 23, 1938. He was
a gradwate of Lifingston College at Salisbury, Norch Cerolina,
later he became & Trustee. A graduete ef Ieonard Medical Celae
lege of Medlcine in 1902, teok & pest graduste course at Long
Island College ef Medicine, coming to brovidence where he re-
istered June 1, 1903 for the practice of medicine.
Hember and miman of the Board of Trustees of Winter Street
A.M,E,Zion Church; member of the Providence Medical Sssdémigtion
the Rhede Island Medical Seciety, the What Cheer Medical Secie-
ty, ( state Negre ), member snd Past President ef the Nationral
Medical Asseciation, (fmtional Negre ), was appointed a member
and became chairman of the Rhode Island State Board of Pediatry
in 1936. He was married and is survived by a daughtsr Mrs,
Prudence C, A. Irving.

John Henry Ballou was 3:: first Negre lawyer to be admitted to
the Rhede Island Bar, gune 3, 1874 and te practice here. CRG

The Second A.M.E, Church, (Allen Chapel) was situated on A Styeet
Providence, R, I, It was a mission or branch ef Bethel A,M.E.
Churh on Meetmz Street. It was completed arounfi 1877 and was
intended te serve members of the Bethel A.M,E. falth on the

west side of Providence. It surcembed to re-development. CBG

Jesephine (Silone) Yates of Newport was the first Neere gir;
tograduate from Regers High there with honers an: yea.
later was possible the first girl te graduate frem the o.\.d
Rhede Island state Normal Scheol. CAB

nman L. Page, AB Rrown 77; MA Brown 80; 1918 LLD; superinten-
dent of the celored schools in Oklahome C City. He with the next

nemed were pessibly the first Negre gradustes from Brown Univer-
sity in providence, R. 1. Brown Directery p 46 CRG
George Washington Milferd, BA Brewh 77; LLB Howard Univ Sch law,
1901, ( I roemed at his house in the 500 bleck on Flerida Ave-
nue, Washington, D, C., when I was attending medical sch.ol, al-
so one of the first. Erown Directery p

(While reseaching the twe abeve &t the John Hey Library Ebll)
ankbdcrboak, belng shewn & picture, anether man but I knw ne=-
thing about him at the time.0RG

Fbeneger Baptist Church was organized im Slater's Hall on Vey-
besset Street, Providence in 1884 by some members whe had left
the Cengden st.reet Baptist Church and a building was erected
and incorperated en A Street, in 1888, mortgage paif in 1889.
Under the pasterate of Rev. J. Isaieh Goodmen they meved to &
new church on Dedge Street where in 1946 the church suffered a
fire. Under Rev. Goodmen it was decided te rebuild and re-entry
ceremenies were held in 1947,
Rev. Jesse L. Comners, 1949-1964 had e very successful pasterate
additional land was acquired and the mertgage ef $38,000 was
burned.

continued
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1884~ Ebenezer Baptist Church continued
The Cransten Street-Reger Williems Beptist Church (white) faced
with declining membership offered Ebenezer their 800 seat gran-
ite church and pardsh house in January 1969 fer $10000 effective
in June. This was accepted and the church meved to erez- quar-
ters with grester potential. CRG

1886~ Rev. Halon A, Van Herne, elected a member of the Rhede Island
legislature 1n 1565 and’'served for three terms, S, the first Negre
to be so hen

Elected a member af the New ort scheol committee in 1873, ser-

ving until"18%2, during S per Vas chalrman ef Severel im-

portant cemn Lttses, 12 years chairman of the committee o text

beoks and was also one of the comilttee on examination 1or the
ate Normal Schzol.

Hie was called as the paster ef the Union Cengregatienal Church
in Newport, .aeptember 1, 1868, made permenant in January, 1869,
resigned in 1897 when appoin\:@\d by President McKinley as U, S.
Béntdteby St. Thomas, D, W, I. CAB

1885- Benjamin J. Burton, 1826-1885. He was the first Negro te own
and eperate g bus on Brosdway in Newport. R. I. CAB

1888-#The compiler, Carl R, Gross of these nebes was born on Seuth
Main Street, Providence, R. I., near Hopkins Street, July 24,
1565. see his a\.tabiogrsrry CRG

1888-#John J. Burch, the first native born Negro te register and
,practice dentistry In Previdence, R. I. CRG

1888~ Catherine Telliver, R. N., the first Negre to register in
Providence, R. I., in nursing. She was a graduate ef the New
England Wemens and Childrens Schecl of Nursing, Beston, NMass.

1890- Bmily Telliver, R. N., sister of the abeve and a graduate gf o
same schoel.

1890-%Nancy Elizabeth Prophet-* 1890-1960, Sunulptress was beorm in
Artie, Center, Rhode Island in 1890.
Elementary educatien here, graduate -.t' \‘.he Rhede Island Sch
of Design 1913-1918.
She went te New York where she found ne eppertunity then te
France where she was admitted without any question to the
Beaux Arts, the greatest art scheol in the werld. After scme
exhibitions there she ceme to America exhibiting, not as a
ceolired artist but as an artist.
She was given the Greenough Grend Prize for true sculpture.
Like so many of eur fameus Negre artists, she died penniless
December 14, 1960, her body lying in the state mergue waiting
for some oné te claim
Through the g ity of an us friend she was buried
outside of "Patﬂar's Field" \ CRG
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1889~ Shiloh Baptist Mission, Jsmestown, R. I., was & mddddien branch
, of the Shiloh Baptist Church of Newport see flﬂlolnfﬁ:rg&l
1590 oy Ly ¥l Lf},/@f/ 1650 = J gLehive o Chaneches
1893~ The Unien/ Baptidt Church, Fawtucket, Fhede Island was ergani-
zed in 1893, worshiping in & church on Scheol Streect which was
purchased from @ white growp.
Due te re-develepment they held services &t 27 Flm Street ,Pav-
tueket, R. I. X SBG see church file

1893~ The Providence Sundasy Jourmél haed an avticle, Septewber 8,
1912 saying a Dr. McQuade was the first !%i" hysician bere
and thet he did not psss the medicBl practice se¥ exsmination,
he had been practiving.

Peter L, Moore, a Howard Medieal Schoel graduate ef 1863 was
licensed in 1893, ile had an effice on Cushing Street near Tha-
yer for & short time than he left. _see medical file CRG

1695~ Bt. Olivet Baptist Church, Newport, B. I., was organiszed at &
meeting held &t the home of Deacon A. J. Tabh by & group from
the Shileh Paptist Church due te differences,
1897 they purchssed the present church from the Cottrell famie
ly &nd have mede meny imprevements. S6C see church file

1596 G W O oy OF €43 - (TG96 I5%4 G vorsaxy

1896- The History Of The Northesstern Federation,
wp ¢all wes sent eut by Nrs. Nery H, Dickersen of Newpert, R.
1., in 1896 for @ meeting te orgenize 8 sectional grpup, ae
eording te instructions frem oup FivééniMtional orgenization
which met previsusly in Boston, Kess,, in-/1895."
The meeting was held at the residence ef Mrs. Jesephine 5%. Plerre
iie:re Ruffin, 107 Cherles Street, Boston, ¥ess., en June 3,

896 .

The outgrouth wes the fermation of the Hew Englapd Pederation
of Women's Clubs, which became after entending 1ts borders teo
become the Nertheastern Federatien of Wemen's Clubs, ¥rs.
¥ery H, Dickerson, its first president. ( Spuvenor Frogram
Thirty Second Arnuel Cenvention, Heunt Zlen AWE Church, New-
port, R. I. Rewrite by CRG ) 3
» A French stone cottage at 40 Corne Street, Newport, R. Ty
vas offered as & memerisl and shrine for decuments end histe-
ries ef the Negro rage, st the 3lst annual convention of the
Northecstern Pederatien of Yemen's Clubs, in Washingten, D. C.
The effer was made by Mrs. Lefise }, Fayerweather, te perpete
uate she memery of her husband, George H. Fayerweather for
many years the Fayerweather houwe. ( 23ri ConventioneHewport.)

1897~ Rev. Malon A, Ven Horne, paster ef the Unien Cengregational
Chureh oi Newper®, resigned te sccept &n & peintment by Pree
81dent HeKinley as United Stutes Minister to St. Thomes, D.
%.I., now the Virgln Islends.
411 the ceal was beught up for our use, keeping it out of .
the hands of the Spanisrds durong the Spanish-Americen Var,
in 1898, Ne served until 1508. CAB

—* halive boxw
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1897~ Rev. Malon A. Van Herne, paster of the Ulnien Congregational
Church in Newpert, R. I., resigned when appointed by President
chinlny as United States Censul, St. Themas, Danish West In-
Encl B

8.
189p-#Rebert Eben Jehnsen, the first Speakers page in the Rhede IS-
land legislature, a position made In Newpert, R. L., in 1896
and he served the follewing Janvary, 1899, under Speaker J.
Riward Studley. Eve Bul 1904

1898- William Herculss Metthews, the first Negre rharmacist to ewn
and eperate a drug stere in Rhede Island. He was a graduate
of Horard University Scheol of Pharmacy in 1898, came te Nev-
pert and operated a store on Thames Street, CRG

189 garah Gardner of Newport worked epening and ‘clesing the hemes
of the rich summer peeple there alse supplying help when need-
ed. she was a frugsel weman, saving her money, had a will made
leaving her meney to the Newpert Hespitel.
while visiting a sick friend there, being deaf, she did net
hear the bell, tellin the end of visiting h#urs, just nedded
when a nurse ceme and told her, Another person came later and
in not teo complimentary language sppke to her, this she did
hear. She left, wnet te her lawyer, had enother will drawn wp,
leaving her money %o & society vhé care for her meny cats when
shr passed, §$28,000,00.

Mr.Reilly, supertendent of the R.I.5.P.C.A., en Fountan Street,
Providence, R. I., which started in Newport, R, I., 4-19-2670
eonfirmed this stery, telling me her meney went inte the buil-
ding in Providence, when it was built. CRG

P. 5. A plaque hangs in the building en Feuntain Street, heno-
ring her, I have seen it. CRG

1898-#Thenas R. lewis, cert RISD 1898~1908 Jjewelry design. he had &
Jewelry plant at 19 Calender Street, Providence, R. I. at
times he had as many as 60 men and wemen werking fer him.
with 26 years continious service.
He designed the Richerd Hudnut powder cempact, &t times an er-
der fer one milllen sets of earings for the five and ten cent
gstere chains, erders from the Waltham Watch Company for one
theusand geld watch cases or an erder for a quarter ef a mil-
lion buckles fer shees.
He designed many ef the teols new in use in the Jewelry trade.
Hie was an hener graduate from the RISD. After all the epulance
he enjoyed, Christmas merning, 1911 found him whthout & job or
a penny in his pecket, but luck was with him although the Jewel-
ry buisness was dull, he submitted samples to & firm in the mer-
ning and that afterneen & large erddr had been placed frem one
of his sampks and he was en the payreol again,
He was one of the prime movers in the What Cherr Temnis Club en
willett Avenue, BEas¥ Providence, helping te put in twe clay
courts, making imprevements inside the clubheuse but like many
pre jests started here the attraction waned and the preperty was
iost. Fiwk  Pittsburgh Ceurler CRG
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189 At the time Mr. George Rellly told me about the story ef
Sarah Gardne®, he told me about anether incident. His fae
ther had two herse barmns and hired meny men. Being a true
Irishman, he enjeyed the fights in Infentry Hall, Seuth
Hain Street, Providence. One fight Sam Lanferd, the"Besten
Ter Baby" had fought and the fraternity afterwards went te
the “Mahegony Palace", & place that did net serve Negrees
but the elder Mr. Reilly teok S:m Lenferd there., lir. Rellly
enve saw & colored bey threwn eoff & wagon se he stbpped and
asked, what was the re-son. The bey 8aid he had asked for five.
five cents for @ loaf of bread from the men in whese barn
he had werked.

The bey whese name was Scett was brought te Mr. Reilly's
barn and given a job and he adse took him te the fight, la=-
ter te the Mahegny Palance.

TUpon being intreduced te Sam Lanford, whe said te Scett,ne
niggers are allewed in here, a fight enswed, finally Mr.
Rellly had %o take Scett eff Lanford. Scett had come up te
defend himself in ether fights areund barns in & rough and
tumble way.

(Mr., George Rellly, supertendent of the RISPCA, new deceas-
ed. CRG)
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1901- The Fhyllis Wheatley Club was founded in Previdence, R, I., by
a group of Negre wemen in 1901, te henor, Phyllis Wheatley, a
nativr of Senegal, born about 1744 whe was brought te Ameriea
@8 & child in 1761,

Her peems were published in England in 1773 and caused quite a
sensatien, cewing from the mouth of & black weman,

IListed &s feunders of the club are, Mrs. Joseph Wright, Mrs.
willlam Heathman, Mrs, Myers R. Armstrong, Mrs. Andrew J. Bell,
8r., Mrs..walter Willlams and Mrs, Edith Rey.

The Club has been neted for its philanthreple ventures, for 69
years, donating baskets at Thanksgiving and Christmas, May bas-
kets were made and distributed at the Bannister Heuse,(formerly
the Heme for Aged Colored Vemen.)

Other activities were the first cetillien for young black wemen,
in 1955, a twe week campership te the Johu Hepe Settlement House.
The feunders have passed but younger ones have joined and are
carrying shill. Prov Jour 1-4-70 CRG

1901~ Olney Street Baptlst Church, L= was lncerperated, Decem-
ber 18, 1901 with the fellow: 2s incorperaters:- Merk Merris,
Nelson Morgen, Armstead Lewis, Benjemin J. Mabray, John P. Wel=
ker, Frank S, Bowen, Yesley N, watsen and a man named VWhite.
In the early 1900's, more than ene hundred members withdrew
from the Congden Street Baptist Church with the then pester, Rev,
Presley being locked eut ef the church.
They met in hemes, later in Gaspee Hall en South MeisH S¢reet
and seeing a large church on lower Olmey Street for sale, they
appresshed lMr. George Baker whe had charge of the church,fer
sgle, finally buying it for $5,000.00.
On December 21, 1901, a group of women went in te clean and pre-
pare it for service, the next day. The Rev. W, T, Dixen, D. D.,
of Brreklyn, N, Y., president ef the N. E, B. M. Cenventien was
the speaker, taking his text from Matthew 16-16-20,
Rev. J, H, Presley served for a shert time leaving in February
of 1902, Rev. T, L, Crocker supplied until Rev. E. H. McDenald,
D. D,, was called in SSeptember and installed, Octeber 12, 1902,
This chiurch fell te urban renewal, was leveled in 1961 and the
members met in the undercroft ef the Church of the Savieur, later
in the Providence Recreational Center on Bernefit Street until
their new church was finished. Wishing to stay on Olney Street,
they beught from the re-development, a large ares at the cerner
of Olney and Camp Streets. A centemperay brick bullding was
built, the main fleor with balconles on 2ll feur sides, pulpit
with baptistery and large vestibule, The Sunday scheol reoms in
the basement, pasters study and utility reom, parking let in
the rear, besutifully grassed and shrubbed. (see file en churches
es. CRG ) 44 - sa5
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1903- According te the recording secretary's book, there was a re=er-
ganization and an election of efficers held on lMay 10, 1903.
It was meved and seconded, that George Neyes be neminated for
President, carried; moved and seconded that Charles MeGurley .
be neminated for Vice-President, carried; Frank King, treasurer
er and Meses Timberlake was voted Secx'etari.
Thus the Irrepreachable Beneficial Associstien wag formerly
formed and chartered on the 29th day of October, 1904.
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1903- The Irrepreachable Beneficial Asseciation continued
A greup ef men, mestly cooks, waiters and porters would meet on
their days eoff &t some one's heme where the wife would ceck &
dinner. Fifty cents per men was chipped in te buy the foed, the
liguer and beer they brought and they weuld eat, drink, tell
stories, plsy cards until they breke up for the @vening.
At one hsme, a member had tee much, upchucked on the lady's
fleor, she told her husband, never te bring that crewd te their
home again.
After some sebering theughts, the men begen te leok for quarters
which they found abeve Nahagian's Tebacce Stere, next te the Big
Bear yarket, fer $15.00 a menth., 77V W tebmmmslin S
One member vworked at the Albee Thester and frem their prep reen,
came tables and chairs, They beught & secend hand refrigerater
with the drip pan beneath fer $,75, a8 secend hand sidebeard for
#1.50 %o place their liquer en and they were in buisness. some
man had te empty the drip pem befere leaving fer the night. They
were so exclusive that they limited membérship te 25 and the
black ball was used frequently.
At a meeting te decide on & name, one member in his cups arese
and said@ "™ are Irrepreachable" and that is how they get their
neme,
The greup was incerperated under the laws of the State of Rhede
Island, Octeber, 29, 1904,
The demand for more reom forced them te hire quarters 8t 983
Westminster Street over Hallock's Steve Stere where they had &
peol table,(beught fer $55.00), piane, areund which there were
meny net teo seber velces at times,
They enlarged the membership but were se cheesey, they theught
they were the "black Hepe Club" eof Previdence with ne wemen ale
lowed in the club rooms.
Next they beught acress the street at 918, using the upper twe
fleers and renting the steres on the street fleor.
The annwal IBA clambake was & great event for the members and
guests, alse an annuel church service, one minister after they
came to his church, said he did not went thése drunkards and
eesss <esesss Bgain, they generally had their cemmunien before
reaching the church.
On January 10, 1910, & receptien and benquet was held in the
club recms at 925 Westminster Street for Matthew Alexander Hen-
gon of Nerth Pele fame with ex-Mayer Patrlgk MeCarthy the main
speaker and Dr. Jemes A, Gilbert, toastmanter. encl
The club seld their property te the Cltizens Savings Bank next
deer for their expansion &nd beught in 1952, 710 Nerth Nain
street, Providence and still there they are ferced by urbvan re-
newal te meve enc ewce mere.
Since coming te 710, they gave Christmas presents te the beys
in the senier cettage at the Children's Center, raised money
for scholarships, given &t their annual banquet on the Sunday
nearest May, 10th, the 67th on the 10th eof May, 1970, se they
are still going strong. encl CRG




1904~ The Hother Dickenson Day Nursery was started by a group of Negro
women on D Street for the purpose of caring for small children
whille their parents were otherwise engaged. Quarters werw rent-
ed, utensils such as rowvking chairs, go-carts, toys, the latter
two also a set of spoons, knives and forlks were given by the
Provilence branch of tae Sunshine Society. Volunteer help sew
that the stoves were kept going, floors and toilet cleaned but

ke many other ventures it folded for lack of finances. WMrs.

Sudler nd her sister irs. “heeler were faithful workers.
The thought of this kini of service was planted znd in|1928,
some of these women with other members of the race started the
Crispus Attacks Community Assoclation lagged along for over ten years
years beccéme the John Hope Community Association, now the Joha
Hope Settlement House, Burgess Street, Providence, R, I, (CRG)
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The Marathen Club of Frovidence, R. I., was orgunized in 1906
by ten high scheol tecnegers with ¥iss Reberta J. Dunbar as a
counseler fer seciesl and athiiéiéc purpeses.

Their feot-ball game en lelrese flats around Shanksgiving Day
was 8 seciel event, particully with the girl-friends there te
cheer them en, playing against enether Providence tesm &lse
one from Newpert, R, I.

They first met in homes, later had & glub room in Gespee Hall,
South Main and Plan®t Streets, then to a club house on the
banks eof the Ten Mile river in Iast Providence, this they sold
building @ heme in Bast Providence until urbam re-newal ferced
them to move ence mere. New they ewn a three tenement heuse,
renting twe fleors.

Ameng their charities were schelarship ald, a heliday party at
the Home for Aged Celored Women, nev the Bannister House with
a Marathen punch which seme ef the ladies geated and asked for
more,

Jeseph G. LeCount, ESq., the president and enly living founder
of the Marathon Club was henered at the club's 65th annivere
sary dinner dance, held at the Holliday Imn, Previdence en
Janwary 17, 1970. Eve Bul 1-15-70 G

Ethel Esther Tremaine Rebinsen, Mrs. Jeaquin H. Pineire y Mera,
Pembreke PhB 1905; grad std Fhil 1934-1935, was the first Kegre
zirl to graduate from Penbroke College in Brown Unoversisy. gn

her teen She lived in the Tillingnast estate, Beacon Avenue and
Pine Street, Previdence, R. I. g

Shertly after leaving Pembroke, she taught at Howard University,
Washingten, D. C. Seme years she msrried r. Pineire, leaving

the university and geing te Seuth America te live, During World War
war 11 she returned te Providence and haviing ne teacher's re- v
tirement, she was ebliged te ge on WPA and OAA. Her sister, Cera
Collote Rebinsen, Mrs. Hemdrich Van Leecsten was ef the class of
1909 at pembreke but did net finish. (Brown Directery CRG)

Mro missionaries came te Previdence, R, I., and se interested
@ group here thet they requested & minister be gent te form 8
church. Elder Allen Vaters came and en July 6, 1905, erganized
& church under the name of the Church of Ged and the Saints ef
Christ.

It was incerporated, August 14, 1908 under the same name with
the follewing nemed as Trustees, Alonzs Allen, Andrew Rhedes,
Bdward Potter and Samuel Crum.

Their off'icel day of wership was Saturday (Sabbath) accerding
to Bxodus 20: 8 te Ll and no servile work was done by members.
glder BenjJemin H. Watkins became the paster in 1935 until 1967,
then Bishep Levi S. Plummer in 1957 with Rev. Judah 4. Persen
beceming associate paster in 1963.

In June 16, 1964, they purchased a lot at the corner of Dedge
and Cransten Streets from the Providence Redevelopment Ageney,
a split level structure with sanctuary for thelr present Tab-
ernacle with Bishop Levi S. Plummer and the cnngr(ega%f%e%n

cﬂ&yﬂ?,‘.gﬁﬁS é:_,?szd)uctin( the dedicatory servicese




1906- The Northeastern Federation of Colored Women met in Prov-
idence, R. I., August 165th for & three day session with over
100 deldgates from various parts of the New England states. It
was reported that Miss Maritcha R. Lyons, ( first Negro teacher
in the public school system in New York city and a graduate of
the Rhode Island State Normal School in Providence, R. I,,) was
the most brilliant extemporancous speaker there with Mrs. Olivia
Ward Bush of Boston, a close second.

The following officers were elected: Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson of
Newport, R. I., honorary president; Mrs. Alice W, Williams of
Brooklyn, N, Y., president; ¥rs. Charlotte E. France, Boston,
wass., first vice-president; Miss Mary E. Jackson, Providence,
R. I., sccond vice-president; Miss Ella P, King,Nopswich,Ct.,
third vice-president; Miss Maritcha R. Lyons, New York, N. Y.,
fourth vice-president; ¥rs. E. H., Greene, Portland Maine, fifth
vice-president; Mrs. Rebecca A. Jackson, Jersey City, N. J.,
sizth vice-president; Miss C. C. Dunlap, Philadelphia, Pa.,
seventh vice-president; Miss Hattie A. Cook, Norwich, Conn.,
general secretary; Mrs. william Amos, New Haven, Conn., 8ss't
secretary; irs. J. O. Henson, Boston, Mass,, treasurer; Mrs.
Minnie Cravatt Simpson, Chelsea, Mass., chairman executive
board; Miss Elizabeth C, Carter, New Bedford, Mass., chair-
man of the Northfield Fund; Miss ReWerta J. Dunbar, Provie
dence, R. I., organizer. ( Rewrite by CRG from Alex-
ander's Magazine, September 15, 1906, p 15, Volumes 2-3,)




1907~

/979
1912~

1913~

1916 -

25

The Macedenia Tnien American Methedist Episcepal Church stsrted
by the unien ef twe churches, ene a Baptist, the ether & Meth-
odist, both in a run dewn cenditien se they theught in unioen
there is strenght. This was in the Seuth Previdence arez of
Previdence and land was bought en Celfax Street whers a church
wag built by Rev. Jehn Wesley Fisher with the aid eof his sen
Joseph and ethers.
%ith the passing ef ¥ime this cengregatien beccme run dewn un=
til the ceming ef Rev. Prince A, Hamilten when property was pur-
chased from a white church at the corner ef Ashmen$ and Plain
Streets. !
This church was re-furnished making it ready feor & re-dedicatien
and cerner stene laying, these ceremenies being prefermed by the
Mest Wershipful Prince Hall Grend Lodge ef Rhede Islend, F. & A,
on Octogez‘ 3, 1960. (Encl CRG) Ass

o), AT s SFOMTU g0 - 1999
ephine (SZlone) Yates, 1859-191¢2 was the first Negre girl te
graduate from Regers High Schoeol in Newpert, R, I with heners
in 1877 and in 1879 gradueted frem the State Normal Scheel, pes=
sibly their £irst Hegro graduate. CAB
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The Church of the Sevieur, Previdence, R, I., is the second Fpis-
copal Church in Rhede Island, the first, Christ Church, 1839 in
Providence.

The first mass was held, Sunday, Octeber 5, 1913, under the n2me
of St. Augustine's Hissien at Broad and Femner Streets conducted
by the Right Reverend James Develf Perry, Jr., D. D., Bishep ef
Rhode Island, @ssisted by the Reverend Frederick J. Bassett, D
D.,Reverend Edward H. Sweetland was appointed Priest in Charge.
The missien later mevezd to the old Church ef the Savieur buil-
ding at the corner of Benefit and Trensit Streets alse taking
its name. in erder to mect the conditions ef the property deed.
The Iay Reader in Chargs, P. G, Moore-Browne was made & Deacen
Sunday, September 29, 1916 and the fellowing year on Sunday,
October 14, 1917 he was advanced to the Priestheed, a capacity
in which he served for 36 years, as Vicar in Charge. In 1932
the Diecese sold the bullding. After twe more meves, plans fer
& new church building were made, acquiring property at 527
North Main Street in May ef 1942, greund was breken en Thursday
October 7, 1948, finally on Sunday, September 11, 1949, at the
11,00 A, M, Mass, the church was dedicated by the Bishep eof the
Diocese a8 the new Church of the Saviour.

Here they wershiped umtil January ef 1960 when the church was
sold te the Providence Hedevelopment Ageney and the church was
intergregated with the Cathedral of St. John.

There were tweo ether priests whe served after Pather Moore-
Browne, Father Helly and Father Higginbothem.

Fifteen denerg raised the money te purchase a Iammend Organ
for the church which was dedlcated in heoner of their lest enes,
Sunday, Octeber 30th, 1949 with a brass plate stating the same
which was given by one of our white friends.

(Encls Mrs. Percival G. Meore-Brewne, ¥rs. U, T. Carter, CRG)

bolovede Odd Fellows dedicoaXec Yhroe Ml g
STy b St Biak 000 e Hee "f 1904

See F 29
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1915~ The Wt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Appensug, R. I., was a missien
encevraged by some members of the 2nd Free WH1l mptist Church
on Pend Street, Providence, R. I.

1916~ The Grand United Order of 0dd Fellows building was autherized
nl,x'il 20, 1914, $20,000 was appropieted, ground was broken en

ugust 16 191\:, the cornerstene lald en July 16, 1918 with

-3 uw buﬂlding at Cranston Strect, Providence, R, I., com=
Ji pleted 1n December of the same year.

1917-xary E. Jackson was the member of Hiss Eve D. Bowles' staff
during World War 1, heading up the work for colored women en=
gaged in industry throughout the country. She was known &s
special industriak worker among colored women and girls under
the War Work Council of the ¥.W.E.A.
She was an active worker of the New England Federation of Wo-
men's Clubs also worked for the Rhode Island Fmployment Divie
sion, office was on Westminster Street near Jackson Street.
(pittsburgh Couriur; encl NEGRO WORKERS and the National De=
fense Program, Division of Resaerch and Statistics, Washing-
ton, D, C., September 16, 1941. CRG

1918« 215 colored draftees, entrained for Camp Devens, Mass,, Au-
gust 1, 1918, this was the second and the largest quota from
Rhode 1sland’in World 7War 1. (Prov Eve Bul 8-1-18; Sun Tribune,
2-23-19; encl.) R

1919- Rose Butler Browne was ba'n in Boston, Mess., in 1899, re=-
ceiving part of her elementary education there and when about
ten years of sge, the family moved to Newport, R. I., complet-
ing 1t there, entering the old Rhode Island Normal School in
1916, receivinz her cex‘tificata in 1919, later her BA., MA i
Fdue. She was finally accepted @s a candddate for her PhD at
Harvard, which she received in 1939. (See her book, "Love My Children
Children", an autobiography, C 69~ 19048, Meridith Press, New
Yor! Y., & very interesting story of her life.)

Rhode Islﬁnd College, her alma mata, named and dedicated &
seven story building, "Rose Butler Brorne Hall" for girls on
their campus September 28, 1969. (See encl).

Her mother took an apartment in Providence, to act as house
wmother for her daughters and other Newport girls and while
here had a stroke, which she survived, I wag the attending
physician at that time.

I thought so much of this wonderful lady thet I semt a sketch,
program etc to Radcliffe Gollege Where they have made & bilo-
graphical file for the Schlesinger Library on the Histox-y of
Women in America, (September 23, 1969 encls)

1919-*?1911“ (Nell) Occomy Becker was born in Providence, R, I.
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Occomy, 85 John Street, Prov-
1dence R. I., who trace their origin back to 1733, Shs ate
tended the elementary and high schools here, greduating from
the Rhode Island Normal School in 1919, undergraduate degree
frok Columbia University and was studying for her MA. BwoLERG
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1922-#Alfred C, A, Perry, 1861-1931, Grand Sachem of the National Al-

gonquin Indian Council was elected at the re-organization of
the 24 councils in 1922 when a few survivors had all but lost
their identy with their original forebears. Under his leadership
ship, customs of the tribe have been revived at several annval
gatherings at his farm on Dugaway Hill, Scituate Avenue, Crans-
ton where the braves from many states would gather for their
povpwews. He earned his name, "Chief Stronghorse® from a span
of large horses which had compeded in meny pulling contests,

At one time he was head of the highway department of the Town
of Cranston, laying many of the roads there. He was born in
Exebtey, R. I., in 1861 and died ir Crenston, R. I., in 1931,
{encle Eve Bul Sept 1931; progrem of Pow-Wow, 12-13-23; copy
of history telling of the interest of Thomas W, Bicknell, (white
historian0 who visited Mr, Perry's farm many times;) also copy
of en application of thu Algonguin Indisn Council, incorporated
in Rhode Island, October 13, 1926.) CRG

1923- A Histery of the Providence Chrenicle, 1923-1958, by William D.

Wiley, %elling hew he became the editer.
(Carl R. Gress, M. D., had requested this histery fer pesterity)

1924-#perry Watkins, a native bern Rhede Islander, graduated frem the

R.I.5.D., in 1924, designed all the sets for "Mamba's Daughters”,
& New Yerk hit, alse sets fer TV programs which came thraugh
some Providence stations. CRG

1924~ Rudolph Chauncy Fisher came te Previdence in his early youth

’
his father was the paster and bullt the Mecedenia AME Church eh
Colfax Street. He went throtigh the elementary schools, Classical
High, graduated from Brown University, BA,19; MA,2l and an M. D.
from Howard University in 1924; Classical High in 1915 with ho-
nors. He waes & brilliant student st Erown, Phi Beta Kappa; Sig-
ma Xi, Delta Sigma Rho also aproIilic writer, especially in We-
gro dialect, critics ranking him the "Ablest ®fiNegroivriters".
(Clipping 3-5-20). His original manyscripts are in the John Hay
Library. Glected Class day orator,l919(File on Medicine & CRG
(While visiting in Ne® York, his sister Miss Peerl Fisher tolé
of the request of Brown University to his wife for his menu-
seripts, which was granted. CRG)

1924-%Chester Wellington Chin, native of East Providence where he had

his elementary and high education, BA, Brown 1920, MA. Brown
1921; ¥D Mich 1924.He took] post graduate courses in Germeny and
was one of the first two Negroes to register in Ophalmology in
New York. (File on Medicine% CRG)

1927-#Mary (Howard) Jennings, netive Rhode Islander, Providence ele=

mentary and high schools, RISD, 1927, BA., Yale School of Fine
Afts, 1935. while a senior at Hope High in Providence, she won
a four year scholarship to RISD. She painted a portrait in oll
of Gobernor Theodore Francis Green also did some murals at TRI.
She is & school teascher in the Providence School Department.CRG
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1927-% Charity Bailey wos Lorn in Providsnce, R. I., elementary educa-

1928-

lon here and graduated from the Rhode Island College of Educa-
tion in 1927.

After graduation, she applied for a teaching position in the
Providence Public School system but the then Superintendent of
Schools here, "would not appoint a Negro to teach in the school
system here®, Her mother fought this decision, had a hearing
bui to no avail.
liss Bailey wos later invited by Charlotte Hawkins Brown, & fa-
mous Negro edueator and counder of the Palmer Memorial Insti-
tute in Sedalis, N. C., o teach there. She also tought at
Spelman College and Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia.
In 1935, Miss Bailey came to New York and under the federal
rks Project Administration, taught and headed one of the lar-
gest chiidrent's centers there,

In 1943 she rceeived a diploma from the Daleroze School of MNu-
sic also she studied at the Jullierd School of Music. In 1958
she received an honorary Master of Fdueation degree from Rhode
Island College of Educztion, her Alma Kater. She has glven mu=
sic seminars for teachers at New York City College, Sarah law-
rence College, & recital in the Fhode Islond College of Educa-
tion Auditorium, March 14, 1958, & miniturere folk festival at
the Albee Theatre, Devember 27, 1966 with dancer, Judith Janus
end singer-guitarist, Ted Dennis. Previously she had taught
after school music at her own studlo in New York and the Henry
Street Settlement, New York.
Miss Failey hes been & music teacher at the Heathcote School
in Scarsdale, New Tork, for ten yecrs at the "Little Red School
House in New York, also featured on WRCA'S TV "Sing A Song" se-
ries, one of the earliest Children's TV programs,
She is a writer, producer as well as & preformer on radio and
TV programs, one of her latest being the “"Onee Upon A Day with
Charity Bailey Show" on channel 13, New York, hés recorded for
the national "Operation Headstart" program. She is currently
conducting a workshop in music at the Bank Street College of
fucation in New York City. ( uiss Bailey's short dutoblogre-
phy; Boston Advertiser, 1955 P. E. Bul, 1958 & 1966; rewrite

Noah C. Vesley, 1855-1928, Sezton and Bell Ringer of the First
Baptist ueeting-House in Americe for 46 years, 1882-1928. In
Revelutionaey times, the bell was rung at sunrise, mid-day and
curfew which was twenty slow strokes later the times were
changed snd in his later years, Mr. Wesley was excused &8 a con-
cession to his age. He lived off of Broed Street in the Roger
Wil iams park area and it must have been &n efford to get up to
ring the sunrise bell, He joined the First Baptist Meeting-
Hpuse arcunf the early 1900's and died in the Rhode Island Hos-
pital, August 20, 1928, Eis funeral was preached by the Rev.
REiward Holyoke, the pastor, the honorary pall bearers being
Deacons Frederick R. Chapin, Arthur E. Watson, Foster H. Town-
send and Clinton T. Gamwell, ( Reberta J. Dunbarjs note book;

a personel interview with Arthur E. Watson and rswrigegvgy)c!m

P 450
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rursuant to the foregoing paragraphs, let me tell ou of the

" story of the Bell in the First Baptist Me:ting-House in Ame-
rica, Providemce, R. I.," from Miss Reberta J, Dunbar's pers
sonal note book.of facts you ought know.

In Revolutionary times it ran et Sunrise--Mid-day-- Curfew ;the
church being paid $125,00 per year. \
Morning bell at 8.30 A, M,, "Wl time.

Yayor Gainer's time 1t was stopped during July and August.

No hollidays.

Once a year the church got a check from the City Treasurer for
$186,00 from 1871 until 1900, when someone had it diseontinued.
Indignent citizens soon had it restored.

In 1840, the sexton got an extra $85.00, do not know why.
Curfew in oldern times meant, "Time to go home snd go to bed,
children off the streets.”

19289~ illain Clarence Foster PhB Irown, 29; grad std biol 29=30;

¥Sc ¥inn 39; Came with Boericke from Minn to Hahnemann Ned Col
in rPhidadelphia, Fa., in its change to a regular school of med-
ieine and beceme res.physlologist. Other heads were from Penn,,
Cincinnati, John Hopking ete. ( I have a letter from him telling
me about the complications of be & Negro there but that ccme
out all right later. Also I met him in Providence at a re-union
and he told me Brown wanted his priginel 67 papers for their ar-
chives. CRG Brown Dictionary of Grads, 1950 p 259.)

1931-%Alfred C. Perry 1861-1931, "Chief Strong-Horse, Grand Sachem of
the Algenquin Council for 24 years since its re-orgenization in
1922 wes born in Exerter, R, I. , in 1861 and died in Cranston
in September, 1931, Under his leadership the custums of the
tribe have been revived at the ennusl gatherings, many taking
place on his farm at Dugaway Hill, Scitlvate Avenue, Cranston,
R. I. He was fond of horses, having a pacer which he entered
in meny rosd races, also a large palr of farm horses, hence the
neme Strong-Horse entering them in weight dragsing contests. as 3
was the custom at the fairs., Fis daughter, Annie (Perry) Fapr-
row was elected secretary of the Council back in 1922, still is
although it 4 not active now on account of deaths etc, She bas
the minuetes from its inception in her possessicn which she has
shown me, (1970)(CRG) She told me of many visits to the farm by
Thomas W. Bicknell,with her father. Nr. Bicknell was interested
in Rhode Island history and encouraged Mr. Perry in the formation
of the Council.(CRG Nre. Annie (Perry) FarrowEve Bul 9- =31)

1931~ Joseph E. Brown, 1844-1934, born in Frederigks, Co., id., Qell-44d
died in Providence, R. 1., 1-26-34, enlisted in the Bvedrstewarts
Corps, May 20, 1862 in Providence end the first assignment was to
the "Constitution" at Annspolis, again at Newport wnen things got
too warm, the U, 8, Naval Academy moved north. Completing his
service as a stewart he returned to Providence, later re-inlist-
ed in the regular Navy. A copy of his discharge was given to the
Phode Island Eistoricsl Society by CRG who came into possesion of
it after his son passed. % \
The famous frigate Constitution made a visit to Providence in Au-
gust, 1931 and the only living Rhode Islend member of the crew
wag piped aboard with horors. (Prov Eve Bul 7-10-31 & CRG)

_ legrees ow bhe Foland of Rhode Taler wh (g
g % Wwelivz Lo Chan- ‘@,'W\r@@/\mz }n:nwVe;C
= CR0sS P

432
T MWF#V’( PSS |

{74



1931-

1932«

1933-

1934~

1936~ willlem H, Higgins, M. D., was
m

1938~

333 rage 83

A move to unite some of the Negro churches in Providence and
in 1935, Rev. lLawson of the Congdon Street Buptist Church sug-
gested agﬂm an organic union to throw strenght into a lesser
number for the tenefit of ndhy. (Eve Bul CRG)

Charles A, Pattle of Newport, R, I., had printed a 1little book-
let of 39 pages, June 14, 1932 unde? the title, "Negroes on the
Island of Rhode Izland“, was prompted by the fact that so
little is known at this time that for two hundred ye2rs or more,
black people have worked togsther with whites for the best in-
terest of Rhode Island. Some notable thoughis and deeds are re-
corded which our descendants today can well be proud. (eneclosure)

¥me. #atilda Sissieretta (Joynor) Jones, the "Black Patti" dled
in Providence at the Rhode Island Hospital, in July, 1933, (See
under the year, 1869 for notes, newspaper elipprings ete also &
short history of her complied b" Carl R, Gross, M. D,, 81l of

which has been copled ani sent to the [oorland-?plr-garn Collec~
tion, Moward University, Washington, D. C. (CRG)

During 1934 the Rhode Island Baptist State Convention weleomed
into its fellowship, the agant Street Raptist Church of West-
erly, R. I. Formerly an i pendent body known as the Pleasant
stre::c Adventist Church of :sscex-ly but it used the covenent of
the First Baptist Church and operating under its by-laws. (See
folder under churches, notes by Mrs. Ulysses T, Carter.)

ted 2 member and became
chairman of the Rhode te Board of Podiatry in 1936,
He was born in Marion, N, graduate of Livingston College,
later a trustee there, : +adifite of Leonard Medical College &t
Taleigh, N. C., post g ~d\ata eourse at Long Island College of
Medicine and reglatere n Providence, June 1, 1903. He was
ddputy of Rhode Islond and a Past President of the National Med-
icel Association, the Negro equivelant to the American Medical
Assoelation which would not accept Negro physiclens then for
membership. ( see folder on medicine)

December 4, 1935 "At the request ani suggestlon of the Providence
Branch, NAAGP., the following persons were appointed members of
the Rhode Island and Providence Plantations Tercentenary Commit-
tee, Inc¢., Dr. Carl R, Gross, Dr. Andrew L. Jackson, Miss Reberta
J. Dunbay and J. G. LeCount of Providence; Mrs. Beverly Tinsley,
¥r. Leroy Williems and ¥r. William H. ‘iil ton of Newport., The
first meeting was held at the residence of Miss Reberta J. Dun-
bar, 77 Winter Street, Providence, R. I., Mr. lLeCount chosen
chairman and Dr. Gross, E"cretary. March 4,,1936..4r. Le-
Count: "ie are pleaged to See a copy of the minutes and re-
c;mncndatians made are int: ng unleirii are pagts of tham
which may well be brough Bxecubive Board...
the X JEFrcgz' r>—6‘%h neeting Mis: Gmmr moved that we have a book on
Negro History and that she have charge of ¢oliecting material
and editlnz it.




1936~

1938«

1939«

1947

84

Rhode Island Tercentenery Connittee continued

Categories sugpested were: Art, Churches, Clubs and Organizations,
Dentistry, Fducation, Inventors, lLaw, Legislature, ledicine, Wi-
litary, Nurses, Pharmecy, Fress, lisce.. iusic, Sports. We applied
plied to the State committee for funds to publish our notes but
finanees were not forthcoming. I have kept the correspondenceas
as secretery, ¥rs. Wlysses T, Carter, 8r,, gave me the notes on
churches which she and Mrs. Tinsley had collected, kr. LeCount
information on law and lLegislature, Wr. Willlam P, I'. Freeman

the material on Mme, 8issieretta Joynor Jones and others gave

8o that I have been able to compile these chronological notes
hoping they may be of some value. (CRG)

r T. Rougeau, feature writer for the Plttsburg Courier vas
s throughout New Ingland and the enclosure is what he wrote
about Providence, R. I., "CIVIL RIGHTS BRAZENLY IGNORED", Aug.
4, 1938, I must admit there has been some progress made, in
1538 there were no public school teachers, policemen ete but
now, 1970 there are, a deputy superintengent of schools, affpr-
mer R, I. State Bank Commissionmer, a black junlor high school
prineipal but the Negro not so fortunate to go to college needs
Jobs sueh as plumbers, elect iens, rpenters ete and pres-
sure hes to be brought to open up the unions. (enclosure CKG)

Articles of incorporation were filed by the John Hope Communi-
ty Ascoclation, Inc., ¥ay 11, 1939 by Williem P. H, Freemen,
carl R. Gross, Reberta J, Dunbar, Joseph G. LeCount, Anra A.
Lewis, Andrew L. Jackson res ¥, Stockett,Jr., Willaim H.

iet M, Hyde, Florence V, Lopez,
wadeline H, Genebra and I. Amna Norgan. Refore the incorpora-
%ion not bein able to purchase tha property at 15 Pratt Street,
with the consent of the Home Owners Loan, the seller, }r. Wile
1iam H, Rlapd, Sr., purchesed the property for $2350.00, 10
down and about $16.00 per month on the balance. MNr. Freeman
had contacted Aron Richman, NBC agent who promised 1/3 of all
ticket® sold. Ve surprised nim netting a comnission of $367.00
which went %o pay back Mr. Bland after we incorporated. The
concert was by Miss Marian Anderson at the Netropolitian theater.
We had been staffed by voluteer help until fortunely "PA took
over with carpenters, plumbers, steamfitters and labvorers who
gave the building a good check and with ¥iss Enid Voore-Browne
&s directress, white coller workers in the various crafts, the
nineteen room building was formerly opened. The association
was pamwed in honor of the late John Hope, & great Negro educa-
tor, &n alumpus of Brown University who spent meny days here
in Frovidencs.
Arount the wid 19

s & group of women started a day nursery,

The Mother Dicksrsén Day Nursery, 22 D street caring for little ones

ones while thelr mothers were busy otherwise. This effort gave
rise later to the John Hope Comrunity Association around 1928
when funds were solicited to around $600.00. In 1939 to show
good faigh the effort was revived and the dream of many vas re-
alized. After a years probstion we were accepted into the
vork Group of the Providence Community Fund. ~ (CRG
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1940~ The Fhode Island Inter-Recial Confsrenea A study of the Negro
n Rhode Island, His Contribubaticns and Keeds, sponsorei by
the Fhode Isiand Interchurch Comnission ror Social Action, Fe-
bruary 11-12, 1940.
Sunday, February 11,
.15 *Councll of Churches Radio ssx-vice WPRO
11 A, ¥ P}(change of ministers and cho:
1.00 P. WJAR Rev V.H.E.Smith, Congdon Streot
6.00 P, & Vesper Service, First Baptist Church
Rev, Arthur B, VWilson, Fresddent, Inter
chureh Commission for Social Action,
presiding
Devotions Rev P. . Hoore-Browne
aker r. A, Phillip Rendolph, pre-
ent Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters.
pecial gervices Trinity Union Meth=
odlst, Providence; First Methodist,
whueket.

Beobruary 12,
Central Baptist Church, Providence

2.45 P, M, Address; The Negro and his achieve-
ments in R. I,, iiss Reberta Duhbar
Symposium: The Negro end His Needs
mrs. Wadeline Genebra, YWCA B4,ofDir.

william D, Wiley, Editor Providence
Chronicl
HUiss Hﬂlan Smith, Phyllis Wheatley
%nior Club, YWCA

H, Annual Meeting r’rovi'lence Urban League,

1. Abpsham Lincoln-Frederick Douglass Dinner
Toastuaster, Rabbi Williem G. Braude
Reports of Diseussion Groups
Speakers:

‘Villiam P. H, Freeman, Pres. John Hope Ass 'n
kadiord H. Kenyon, Pres., Prov. Urban Leagu
%, Bullock, Former Special Ass't
A'c' urnuy-ucuer;l of }ass.

Providence Public Library, Exhibit of
Negro Literature, Art and Nusic.
Open House at John Hope Comwunity Center
15 Pratt Streect, February 12-17
Pageant, "My Country,Tis" at Temple
BEmanu-Fl, Morris Avenue.
(.pc.n Fouse Codding Community Center,

C Codding Strest, Monday, Februvary 1%'126)

1945 The First Anniversary of the Knight Street USO was observed at
its facility, 276 Knight Street, Providence, R, I.. The old
Knight "treet Police qwtion had been x«novz*te/‘ end furnished
It was open 24 hours a n!—‘y for the benefit of servicemen from
the stroung‘m; aras Pouring, #rs. James M. Stockett, Jr.,
and Mrs. Andrew J Eell 11: Standing, Jemes M, Stockett, Jr.,
¥rs, Harold B, ‘I‘anner, u-s. ¥illiem H,. Gross ,ll, Chairmen of the

Knight Street hostesses, U¥rs. S. Foster Funt, Mayor Dennis J.
Roberts ard Peris V. Sterrett, UsO director. (CRG)




36

1946-*!!1-5. Bl!ma Clarissa (Williems) Clement, daughter of the late

1948~

and urs. John Williams was named "American Mother of 1946.
the first Negro ever named for that honor. Her family lived
in my father's house, 133 Wadsworth Street, Providence, R. I.
urs. Clement attended the local schools, was a member of the
Second Free Will Baptist Church on Pond Street and left here
in her teens to attend Livingston College, Salisbury, N. C.
While there she met her husband, the late George Clement who
later became bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church in Iouisville, Ky. Mrs. Ruth M, Worrel, emecutive se~
cretary of the United Council of Church Women nominated Mrs.
Clement, chosen from about 60 nominees from all over the
country and her election was announced by Mrs. Harper Sibley
of Rochester, N, Y., the retiring American Mother of 1945,

A social worker, a partner in her husband's ministry, & cher-
tee member of the SouthernCommission on Inter-Racial Co-oper-
ation, statistician, Kentucky Federation of Women's Clubs,
secretary (Negro division) American Field Army Cancer saeiety.
Her children all are graduates of Livingston, one, Rufus
Clement became president of Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.,
the others also held high positions in various fields. ( See
enclosures. CRG)

The Rev. Dr. William S, Hollend operates the only Negro Day
Ccamp for Negro children at the Watchman Industrial School at
North Scituate on a piece of property he owns, formerly the
Smithfield Seminary. He also owns the Watchman Industrilal
School on Codding Street, Providence, one of the buildings
built by the students. At North Scituate,,the children hepp
in the vegetable gardens which provides some income. The
fee i1s 25 cents per day if they can pay otherwise free being
carried from Providence by & bus, being taught by volunteer
and paid keachers. ( enclosure Eve Bul 8-23-48 CRG )

1960-#lirs. Rose Butler Browne received an honorary degree, PlgD ede

1950~

1958-

from her Alma Mata, Rhode Island College.

carl R, Gross, M, D., was appointed by His Exeellency, GoV.
John 0 Pastore of Rhode Island, to the first Committee of
100 on Children and Youth, representing the American Legion
of Rhode Island Child Welfare Committee. ( encl CRG )

william F, Johnson was still working at the age of 90 after
he had been  discharged 27 years ago,considered toc old to

work in 1985, This was the reason when he applied for a job
with Starkweather & Shepley, Inc, 17 Custom House Street,

at the age of 62, He was born in Beaufort, N. C., DecembeisSis
1862, As a boy he worked on a fishing boat out of Beaufort
but learning that his father wanted to send him to Hanpton,

he left home, turpemtine camps in Georgila, railroad construc-
tion gungs in Florida, coming North around 1922 working in New
York, New Haven, Boston and finally Providence. Among other oc-
cupations here he was a porter at the Albee Theater which he
left because of Sunday work, he being very religious. ( Prov
8Sun Jour, November 30, 1952 CRG )

# Natibe born

Hut.



1958-#At a social gathering a small group heard Dr. Effie Ellis a re-
sident in pPediatries at the Providence Lying-In Hospital tell
of the concern of the white teaching staff as to the future of
Negro meiical students, their opportunities for gatting an ed-
ucation ani the opcning of white medical schools to Negroes of
high scholastic standing, the need of those who are out to aid
another up the laider. Shewas told of a Providence boy, pre-
med at Howard University, on the Dean's list for three years,
who graduates this week and who might not be able to finence
himself on account of the drain so far. she sald"that is the
kind of a student who should be helpez and who a white school
wanted"., she wondered if we had 100 friends who would give
$10,00, That is how the Creater Providence Craduate Scholar-
ship committee was former with tuition in full for one year,
$45.00 per month for nine months for this young wan with his
family also contributing. He finished and is an internist in
another city, there being a balance of around §16.00 which was
given to the Providence Urban League for the Margery Bland
Scholagship fund they were the gamrdians of. ( CRG Sec¢ )encls

1963-#Navy Commander Reeves Ramsey Taylor was born in Providence,
March 6, 1929, attended the elementary schools here, Hope High,
Brown University, §did not finish) since he received an appoint-
ment to the U, S. Naval Academy from Senator Theodore Francis
Green of R, I., endering in 1949 and graduating in 1953, He
flew 56 Vietnam missions from the carrier Constellation then
assigned to the Bureau of MNaval Personel where he headed a
minority officer recruiting program, traveling to 36 predomi-
nantly Megro colleges. In 1967, navy commisions were given to
47 Negroes, over 100 in 1968, On ll-Mar-70, he relieved Comm.
Patrick E, 0'Gara on board the N.A.S., Albany, Ga., taking com-
mand, (E. B. 3-23-70). He holds the Navy's Air Medal with two
gold stars, thatibsed Defense Medal with bronze star, and the
Vietnam Service Medal. He is married to the former Gloria Beau-
bien and they have three sons. (PSJ 7-7-68) (CRG)

1953-#Lt. Walter S, Gladding Memorial Square was dedicated at the cor-
ner of Olney and Camp Streets, July 16, 1953 with appropiate
ceremonies attended by the American Legion and Veterans of Fo-
reign units, The principal address was given by Dr. Carl R.
Gross, child welfare officer of Armstrong-Gladling Post, 69,
American Legion he also being a member of the Dept.of R. I.,
Child Welfare Cémmittee ( P, J. 7-17-53 CRG )

1955-#Raymond T, Juckson was born in Providence, R. I., December 11,
33, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Jackson of Providence.
He began to study the organ at the age of nine, at 13, was the
organist at the Macedonia AME Church on Colfax Street and at
15 he was organist and choir master at the Congdén Street Bap-
tist Church, both of Providence, R, I. He attended the elemeniary sch
tary schools here, graduating from Hope High in 1951 being cal-
ied upon to direct in the absence of the Hope High director at
various musical occassions. He commuted from New York for two
years to be at Congdon Street for Sunday services. cont. p 38
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