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1819~ George T. Downing was born in New York city, December 30, 1819,
he attended the public schools there with Henry Garnett, Dr. Cro
Crummell and Prof. Reason, men of great quality.

Early in life he became involved in the rights of the people,
was a agent of the Under Ground Railroad, helped to spirit away
"Iittle Henry" who had been placed in jail in New York, was ar-
rested but the matter was compromised with the value of the
slave paid.

He was one of the committee of 13 organized at the time of en-
actment of the Fugitive Slave Iaw.

He fought to abolish the property qualification of New York,
that colored people had to own #250.00 workh of real estate.
His father had carried on a large ogyster buisness for 40 years
on Broad Street in New York so it is fair to assume his son
George would follow ewtablished in buisness in 1842, later at
690 Broadway under the name of George T. Downing, Confectioner
and Caterer, catering to the elite of the city.
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g Some of them induced him to open a summer buisness in Newport,
Q3 R. I., in 1849 he bought a Bellevue Avenue estate in which the
N g United States Naval Academy was located for several years.
Ny In 1850 he moved to Providence where he opened a catering buis-
N ness on Matherson Street near Westminster, after two years he
%S moved to Benefit Street near College Street, catering to the

summer colonists in Newport, also
Mr. Downing helped to form Several colored regiments and on &
trip to Washington in connection with enlistments, Congress-
man Dixon of Rhode Island persuaded him to take over the House
resturant, staying there for twelve years then coming back to
Newport continuing his buisness until he retired in 1879.
While in Washington he made many friends of the figues in the
political world, through the help of Charles Sumner he secured
equal right for his people on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.
Mainly through his effords, Rhode Island public schools were

\ desegregated. The Last
He was the only Negro,among sixteen who contributed toward the
purchase of Touro Park in Newport where the old stone mASISIEASE
his name on the scroll commemorating & gracious gift.
He died July 7, 1903 in Newport, leaving three sons and three
daughters.
#If a long life of usefulness and honor can make a man's name
great, certainly no one has a higher claim than the one who
heads thié sketch."
Evening Bulletin 7-22-03; Biography of George Thomas Downing,
by S.A. M. Washington, Milne Press, Newport, R. I.
Compiled by Carl R. Gross, M. D. Providence, R. I. 1970.
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1819- The African Union Meeting House and School House Society.
Colored people attended different white churches, the largest
number at the First Baptist Meeting House in America, wanting
one of their own a special committee was formed to see Moses
Brown, a Quaker , some had been in his service. After hearing
their plea he said, "I have always wanted to help the colored
people.......Now go seek ye out & lot suitable for your pur-
pose and I will pay for it".
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1819-

1820~

1824-

1826-

/ 4 page 10
continued

The colored people had raised $500.00, the deed had been drawn
up on April, 1li, 1819, submitted and correxted by Moses Brown
who signed it May 14, 1819.

In April work began and by December the first floor room, 50-
40-30 was raised and covered. The work stopped to begin agadin
in May, 1820, the roof and school room were finished.

On the first Sunday in June, 1820 the first worship was held,
the clapboards and exterior were finished in 1821 with the
white friends furnishing the pews and paint. The pews held
four persons and sold for $20.,00, the first one sold going to
the highest bidder, the sale being held September 1, 1821,
only Negroes allowed to own pews, 48 pews and 158 free seats,
Pew 21 for white strangers, pew 28 for the minister and school
teacher, pews 11 to 14 and35 to 38 were free unless the need
to sell for expenses. Only pew holders could vote, one pew, ore
one vote, men only on financial matters,

A minister was hired annualy with the buisness, of thessotdepy
transacted quarterly at 3 P. M., the first Wej@day in May,
August, November and February.

It was to be of no particular denomination according to Moses
Brown's wish with pastors from the white churches serving, the
oldest opening and the youngest closing the serviwe.

The early life of the Negro in Providence by William J. Brown
Notes on Negro Churches in Rhode Island by Mrs. Ulysses) T.
carter, Sr., and Mrs. Beverly Tinsley.

Compiled by Carl R. Gross, M. D., Providence, R. I. 1970.

See file on Negro Churches.

About 1820 2 school for colored children was opened on Middle

Street, Providence, one of the teachers being Miss Gano, daugh-

ter of Rev. Gano of the First Baptist Meeting House in America.
Book by William J. Brown

The first Negro church building on the Island of Rhode Island
was by the Colored Union Church and Stciety on a lot, 100x60
at the corner of Church and Division Streets, Newport, R. I.,
dedicated June 23, 1824. CAB

Benjemin J. Burton was born in Darien, Conn., July 3, 18265
coming to Newport, R. I., in 1845 where he died October 6, 1885.
In 1849, durirg the gold rush, he went to California where he
worked side by side with a Mr. Flood who later became a New York
banker.

Returning to Newport he became a teamster accumulating a sum of
money, laubching an express buisness under very trying circum-
stances, i.e., his harnesses were slashed, his team damaged but
under these hardships he managed to survive.

Hé was the first citizen to introduce and operate busses: on
Betlevue Avenue and Tater on Broadway in Newport. CAB
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1819~ The African Union Meeting House Society continued from page 10
The colored people made great preparations to celebrate at the
dedication of the church at Hodge Congdon's house. Young men
had drilled having formed a military company under the command
of Colonel George Barrett, a black man well posted in military
tactiecs through association with British officers.

The Quakers were to be met at their church but when they saw a
band and a military company, they refused to march and went by
themselves, leaving it to the African societies to march to
the church. In deference to the Quakers, the military company
had to stack arms outside. TNF# William J. Brown book, 1883
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1830-
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Edward Mitchell Bannister was born in St. Andrews, New Bruns-
wick in November, 1828, the son of Edward and Hannah Alexander.
He died in Providence in 1901 while attending an evening ser-
vice at the Elmwood Avenue Baptist Church. (died Jan.9,1901)

As a young boy he shipped on vessells plying the coastal trade
later making Boston, Mass., his home. While there he attended
the Lowell Institute also studing under Dr. Rimmer an anatomist.
He married Christﬁ%a Cartreaux, a Narragansett Indian from North
Kingston, R. I., out ¥856-er 1856. She was a wig maker and hair-
dresser and in the early 70's they moved tosProvidence, R. I.
Around 1878, Whitaker, Ststson and Bannister met in his studio
in the Woods building, 2 College Hill discussing plans for mu-
tual benefit and out of these came the Providence Art Club with
James Sullivan Lincoln, the first president and the first signer
of the document forming the club, Bannister the second signer
followed by Whitaker, Stetson and others, It is very sigfiificant
he was the only Negro member out of some Negro artists here who
night have qualified. (Founded on February 18, 1880)

His first efforts were scriptial scenes later to pastorial ones,
»Under the Oasks" won a major afvard at the Centennial Exposition
in Philadelphia of 1876, the "Oaks" referred to those on the
farm of William Goddard in Potowamut, R. I., was sold to a Mr.
Duff of Boston for $1500.00.

A gathering of artists and friends raised money for a memorial
to honor one of the leading artists in Rhode Island, a granite
boulder with a bronze palette with his name and dates also a
scroll with a poem by Mrs. Smith was placed in the North Burial
Ground, Providence, R. I.

®Ted Trosby, director of the Barrington Art Gallery opened ne-
gotiations with the Smithsonian Instithdr to acquire a cellec-
tion of Bannister's works for the United States Collection of
Fine Arts.... a letter from Neal Peterson, assistant to Vice
President Humphrey said, this would make a valuable find on
your part and they would be delighted to receive these paint-
ings for a permanent part of the collectione®™ (Prov Sun Jour
9-12-65) (Prov Eve Bul and J. K. Ott, 1965, "The Barbizon $chool in
Enopirowidenge™)

The Second Free Will Baptist Church, 1830-19 had been meeting
with the African Union Meeting House and School House Society,
being known as the Abbysinia Free Baptist Church when they left
in 1830. Becausé of their abhorence to slavery, seven men and
two women withdrew and in 1835 were admitted to the Rhode Is-
land Free Will Baptist Quarterly Conference meeting which was
incorporated in 1826 with churches in Burriville, Smithfield,
and Pawtucket.

They met in homes and a hall but soon decided to have a church
of their own. Through their treasurer, Cato Northup, land was
purchased at the corner of ‘ond and Angle Streets for $225.00,
a deed was recorded in 1841 under the name of the Second Free
Will Baptist Church.and a church 30x40 was built and occupied.
In 1842, Mr. Northup mortgaged the land for $422.00 to William
Brown, being deeded back to the Seconfi Free Will Baptist Church.
later they rented at the corner of Franklin and Pond Streets,

GRDS P (15
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1830- Second Free Will Baptist Church continued
next renting a hall over a blacksmith shop on Fenner Street,la-
ter destroyed by fire. They worshiped next in a hall on Union
Street, leaving when the corner stone was laid at Pond and An-
gle Streets, September 28, 1871 with the church dedicated Sept-
ember 29, 1872Z.
Title to the Steward Street Baptist Church was given to them
and the old church was sold to the Church of God and the Saints
of Christ. Having to move for a re-developement project, they
accepted the invitation of the Cranston Street-Roger Williams
Baptist Church to worship from the late 40's until L&féh 14%h
1965 when the cornerstone was laid by the Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Rhode Island, F. and A. M., with the dedication at 75
Chester Avenue, Providence, R. I., March 28, 1965.
In the 70's during Rev. Dungee's pastorate $1200.00 was paicle e
$600,00 coming from a dinner for white buisness men in Howard
Hall. He had been a slave but escaped to Canada and after the
emancipation proclamation returned to Viginia where he gained
an education and became & minister,
Rev. Zacharish Harrison served as pastor for 26 years, from
1897 to 1923.
From the mid thirties the church seemed to have young men to
serve, some as student supply who later became. permenent. but
the church secmed to a stepping stone for other fields, Rev.
Henderson to California, Rev. McKinney to Storer College then
to Virginia State University, Rev. Wynn left under the Congre-
gational Church to head a school among the Cvimbudus in Ga-
lanque, Angola, West Africa ministering to one of the largest
congregations in the workd, (Prov Sun Journal 3-27-41.) Rev,
Samuel Proctor left to join the faculty of Virginia Union Uni-
versity later having some official position in the Peace Corp.
In my file on Negro churches in Rhode Island I have been able
to get the name of every minister that has pastored this
church.from 1830 to 1970. (notes on Negro Churches, Mrs. Carser
ter and Mrs. Tinsley; William J. Brown book; Negro churches in
Rhode Island by Robert Glann Scherer, Jr.; The Free Will Bap-
tiisit; of R. L. and viecinity, Dever, N. H, 1880, p36s,: by J e
Brewster; Carl R. Gross, M. D., who compiled these notes.)

1837- *informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew
The beginning of the Church was when Rev George Spyward mo-
ther walked out of the 0ld Chestnut Street Mekhodist Church
on account of subscribe treatment of the colored members then
the rest of the colard members followed her. they had meetings around
around to theirHowsesuntil the society was formed in Minor
Hall House where old Gaspee Street Church stodd  the house was
next to it the ground was given by Marshall Woods mother for
a Colored Methodist Church."
The above is an exact quote from the "Journal of the Quarter-
ly Conference of the Colored Methodist Ep Church of the Zion
connection formed by Jehiel Bemone. September 2th 1837." The
journal containing minutes of meetings from September 2, 1837
to 1859 in my possesion, C.R.Gross, M. D., 1970.

Winter Street A.M.E.Z. Churchccohiinedd
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1837- A .M.E.Zion Church, Winter Street continued
When Rev. Spyward's mother and other colored left the 0ld
Chestnut Street Methodist Church, they met in homes of dif-
ferent members until the society was formed in Minor Hall's
hpuse where the old Gaspee Street Church stood,( boiler room
on State House grounds.)
It was a direct branch of theR . M.E.church which withdrew
from the Methodist Episcopal ¥hurch, South in 1776. By 1840
it had forty members and more than doubled its membership by
184zl
"I hereby agree to remove the dwelling house beloning to me
now standing on a portion of the lot No 26 on Gaspee Street
conveyed by myself and Mrs. Woods to the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, from the said lot, within six? months from
this date and if it is not so removed, the time named in my
Deed to them, for the removal of this house from lot No 25,
shall be proportionally enlarged.

Providence Oct 7, 1850-- Marshall Woods "

In 1888, Rev. Adderson with truetees Andrew Rurgess, Isiah
Reason and otherse were authorized to purchase a lot on Win-
ter Street where a large brick church was started and finish-
ed in 1894 under Rev, Coffee.
The building had a bell tower, large church area with a bal-
cony on three sides, pulpit, choir stall, organ, stained
glass windows, two of which were given by George Henry on
the upper half level. The lower half level contained the Sun-
day School room and utilities.
At one time it had a membership of over 500 with aunday
school of 400, a lyceum with a large attendance, with a ques-
tion and answer period following on various subljects.
The property was condemned by the Providence Re-development
authority in the 1960's later joining with the A.M.E.Zion
church on Wadsworth Street to build a new modernistic struc-
ture there as the Hood Memorial A. M. E. Z., with Rev. Hardge

pastor.
The following served as pastors:-
1837 Jehiel Bemone 1888-Rev. Anderson Rev. Alleyne
1838 Wm.Serrington 1894 Rev. Coffee Rev. Carroll
1839 Nathan Blunt Rev. Weller Rev. Morgan
1840 Leven Smith 1918 Capt T.AARo&BchcRev. Morris
41 " W Rev. Terpen Rev. B. Johnson (%57 ¢
42 0 0] Rev. Coles RevieRGreen N T2
* 43 (M 4 Rev. Buster Rev, A, Hodge
1844-49 D, Vandevere Rev., Washington #¥twcHxdqe
1849-57 Joseph Hicks Rev. McCullum
1857-61 Peter Ross Rev. Holland
1861-63 Joseph Hicks 1407 Rev. Crooke
1888~ “hiJ- &afeew 1q09 Rev. Biddle

After 1894 they are not in consecutive order

Notes on Negro Churches by Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Tinsley 1835
Negro Churches before 1860, R. G. Scherer, Jr. Jan. 1966
Notes from other sources by Carl R. Gross, M. D.

GRoSS P
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1839~ Christ Church, (Episcopal) was organized in 1839 after meet-

ings and worship were held in a school house on Washington
Street, Providence, R. I., incorporating in 1842 in a wooden
building, (38x52.]

S. G. Degrasse served as rector in 1840 followed by a lay
reader, the famous Alexander Crummell from 1840 to 1844,
Mr. Crummell was a learned man later receiving a B degree
from Queen's College, Cambridge, became a missionary to
Africa, returning to America to teach in Washington, D. C.,
where he founded the American Negro Academy.

The membership dwindled after Crummell left, the church de-
solved. i- 3

Alexander Crummell, B 1818 D. 1898 Souls of Black FolkK, 19619
Robert Glen Scherer, Jr., "Negro Churches in Rhode Island
Before 1860.% Rhode Island History, vol 25, No I, Jan. 1966

1840- Malon A. Van Horne was born in Princeton, N. J., 1940, a Re-

pubilican, @ minister and teacher. He was a member of the
first class to graduate from Lincoln University in Oxford,
Pal

He came to Newport October 1, 1868, shortly after was called
as the pastor of the Union Congregational Church there until
he resigned in 1897 to accept an appointment by Presidemnt
McKinley as U. S. Consul to St. Thomas, DWI. He resigned from
the diplomatic service in 1908, taking up religious work in
the Movarian Church in Antigua where he died April 24, 1910.
He was a member of the Newport school committee from 1873 to
1892, twelve years of which he was chairman of the commnittee
on text books also on the committee to examine applicants
for the Rhode Island State Normal School. He was & chaplain
in the Rhode Island State Militia.

He was the first Negro to serve in the Rhode Island General
Assembly, 1885-1886-1887.

His pastorate of the Union Congregational Church in Newport
marked the golden era of its existence after a crisis when
he first came.

Negroes on the Island of Rhode Island by Charles A, Battle
Rhode Island Iaw Library, Providence, R. I.

1840- Brown Chapel was formed by some Negro membeps of the Indian

Church in Newport from South Kingston at Curtis Corners in
South Kingston in 1840, building & church there the same
year. In 1842, the name, First Colored Baptist Church was
adopted although not strickly Baptists. Ministers of mant
denominations preached there and some of the members held
prayers at Mooresfieldewhere Mr. Daniel Rodman furnished
the land and helped build the church. =3

| — Negro Churches in Rhode Island before 1860, by Robert G.

A

Scherer, Jr., Rhode Island History, January 1966 pp23-24.

— Joseph Peace Hazard, "The Colored Baptist Church at Moores-
field" The Narragansett Historical Regiséer, veol IT 1883.

3~ The BbOYpup-sges Ths Treakoy b Blacks, plyaton

Tones (TH 10f Rl Foge o Brmeg 9,
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1840- Congdon Street Baptist Church was orinally organized December
8, 1840 as the Meeting Street Baptist Church by Rev. Jeremiah
Asher, a Licentiate from Hartford, Conn.

It had been meeting with other denominations in the African
Union Meeting House but after the other denominations had lost
their ecumenical spirit by leaving, the Calvinist Baptist were
left in physical charge of the property, with nine members, 7
males and 2 females. Rev. Asher was ordained during the organi-
zation and served for eight years.

In 1863 nearly half of the male members Jjoined the 14th R. I.
Heavy Artillary going to serve the country and due te such a
male loss, the church was unable to hire a minister for the
next three years,

The church remained at the Meeting Street location, increasing
its membership until 1869. The church had been erected almost
in the back yard of the Hale property at Meeting and Congdon
Streets who only had a ten foot access on Meeting Street. Mr.
Hale approached the officers and members with an offer to ex-
change his lot at Congdon and Angell Court for theirs, also
give the church $1000,00. The idea did not set with some of
the members but the majority prevailed and in 1870 the pro-
perty was legally changed to be the Congdon Street Baptist
Church. While these negotiations were going on some nearby
whites complained to the City Council, had the building con-
demned, torned down after a Sunday service and by the next
Sunday they had no place to worship.

They held services in private homes until they secured the
services of a contractor, a new edifice was begun, the Ves-
try completed and dedicated Apr¥l 21, 1874, the church com-
pleted in July of 1875 at a cost of about $16,000,00.

In 1874, the New England Baptist Missionary Covention was
organized in the vestry of this church.

During the pastorate of Rev. Joseph O. Johnson, 1891-1896,
the church debt was cleared and the mortgage burned, he

also increased the membership to 330.

Around forty members left to meet in Slater's Hall on Wey-
bosset Street and in 1884, Ebenezer Baptist Church was or-
ganized, a building erected and incorporated in 1888 on

A Street,

In 190I over 100 members again left and formed the Olney
Street Baptist Church under Rev. J. H. Presley who had been
locked out of Congdon Street Baptist Church.

Misce:- Members were baptised in ghe Providence River; the
pastors were paid $300.00 per annum, one half by the State
Convention; Rev. Chauncey Leonard who served from 1853 to
1855 was the first Negro chaplain appointed by President
Lincoln during the Civil War; Mr. Edward S. Peters over 40
years a Deacon, 28 years church @lerk, 38 years Sunday
School Superintendent; Mrs. Lena L. Gross Assistant under
Mr. Petess; Mrs. Freelove Peters, Kindergarden Superinten-
dent with its little red chairs; From this church came a
past Predident of the Rhode Island Baptist Sunday School
Convention, Dr. Andrew L. Jacksoen, Sr., who also served as
the church's Sunday School Superintendent for many yeams.
William J. Brown book

Notes on Negro Churches by Mrs. U.T.Carter ,Mrs. Beverly
Tinslef, 1936

Historical Sketch of Congdon Street Church, Rev. L.L.John-
sien, 1965

GR
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1841~ "I, MichaelnTillinghast of Providence in the County of Provi-
dence and State of Rhode Island, man of colour, mindful of my
mortality, do make my last Will and Testament in marnéplfoli
dowing."......"The net of said ‘rents, incomes,issues and pref
fits or so much of them as said Trustees shall think expedient
they shall from time to time apply to the relief of such poor
and destitute colored people residing in Providence........
Michael Tillinghast 17 9-1841 was thecsecond of Rhode Island
Negro ph3lanthropists who left an estate in trust to benefit
the "poor and destitute colored people of Providence.
The property was located at 25-27 Beacon Avenue and Pine
Streety, Providence, R. I. (The cepy eof the will says Pine
and Plane Streets which was later chenged to Beacon Amenue.)
Five Trustees were named and according to the will hereof
elect to fill vacancies. I was at one time one of the Trus-
tees and in the late fifties five ladies, members of the
Junior Service League of Providence were named the present
Trustees, (1970). They asked the Superior Court permission
to sell the property and use the proceeds to invest, using
the interest for continued chardtable purposes to the poor,
(Cepy of his will encl) Eve Bul 7-23-57

1845~ Mt. Zion A.M.E.Church, Newport, R. I. 1845-19 ? The society
was organized by Rev. Henry A, Johnson, acting presiding
Elder in 1845 and was incorporated in 1849. It started in
a carpender shop, moved to Gran Lane, Johnson Court then to
Bellevue Avenue ad joining the Jewish Cementary.
There is a movement on foot (1969) to make this church a
national shrine or a Black Museum. Being near the Viking
Hotel, it has been used as the adquarters for the Inter-
nat;onal Cup Raceg. éUAtk*ﬁd@i iee file on Negro Churches
o AVT Comn (E.TS. & /7702 i X¥ecs

1849~ In John Mowatt's home on Division Street, Newport, R. I.,
the first meetings were held in 1849 to organize a colored
Masonic Lodge. He was a grocer and substantial citizen. CAB

1854- (Osceola Cook, 1854-1899. Inventor, barber, politidion was
born in New Bedford, Mass., about 45 years before his death
March 14, 1899 in Prov1dence, RIS
He was a colorful figue, weighing 449 1lbs, a man who did
not know his strehgh, an artist with a bull whip. It is
said, he once whipped a2 white news man who had said some-
thing derogatory about him, was arrested but the case was
dropped, politically as he was high in Republican politics.
Cook bought out-a barber shop in the Narragansett Hotel also
had a boot-black stand where the 61d Bristol Hotel on Market
Square stood about 1885, The curved hahdle to fit the hand
was his improvement which he sold his half to Brown & Sharp
for $800.00, the other half belonged to the mechanic who ma=-
chined it, their being ohther inventions, & shampooing machine.
He kept in his room a set of chest weights also Indian clubs
with which he exercised daily to try to keep his wieght down.
On account of his weight, a special casket was built which
was so large it was carried to the cem%ytary on a dray.
= =) Eve Bul 3-15-99
Hray Feuntr Taxter 36 B //25-07, Prod  Ljved i 5
L<w%kuwls(
/71;_/ A prriel i_/,LI‘I/LLI 5 vah/, L"D‘Z Yo jue mredievne T:a e DBt Mg o w iy,
Lollegs bHoia Sa_ S/
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1859~

1860~

1860~

1862-

1863

27 page 17

Start of the long fight to desegfegate the public schools in
Rhode Island, led especially by George T. Downing of Newport
and others, because his children were refused admission in

the Newport schools. Beol wn Gev T Jow ,,_,,hliJD & CAB
Josephine Silone Yates was born in Mattituck, Long Island, N.
Y., November 17, 1859 and was brought to Newport in her early
youth. She attended the public schools there, grdduating at
the head of her class from Rogers High and received a medal
for scholarship. afidotheafdrdttenlbredsgdrl to graduate from
there. Two years later in 1879, she was the first colored
girl to graduate from the Rhode Island Normal School in Provi-
dence, R. I.(?CRG)

She went to the central West, teaching at Lincoln Institute,
Jefferson City, Mo., in 1881 up to 1889 when she married Pro-
ssor W. W. Yates of Kansas City.

She is noted as an educator, writer, club organizer and is an
Honorary President of the National Association of Colored Wo-
men also Professor of English and History at Lincoln Institute.
She died September 3, 1912. (CAB, The Colored American Maga-
zine, 1905-1907 CRG)

Jimmy Buffum, 100 yeras of age was the last slave to die in
Rhode Island at Jamestown. JEC Eve Bul 2-1-35

Mount Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church, erected in 1860
the first colored church on the west side of Providence at a
cost of about $3500,00, its first pastor, Rev. George H. Wash-
ington. Chartered in 1872 by an act of the General Assembly
of Rhode Island: "Section 1: Howard Edwards, James LeCount,
Thomas Rogers and Samuel Jackson are hereby created a body,
corporate, with perpetual succession by the name of the Mount
Zion Methodist Episcopal Church in Providence, R. I., for the
purpose of establishing and supporting the public worship of
Almighty God™. Wadsworth Street AMEZ merged with Winter
Street AMEZ church which fell to the Providence Redevelopement,
adding to their former land area, building @ new modern church
under the name of the Hood Memorial AMEZ Church with Rev. Ar-
thur L. Hardge, formetly pastor of the Winter Street AMEZ as
the pastor of the merged bodies. CRG Church file

An order issued by Governor Sprague, August 4, 1868, called
for the enlisting of a sixth regiment to "consist entirely of
colored persons. On the question of whether they were to be
employed on equal terms arose and the movement was temporally
suspended. This was to have been the Sixth regiment of Rhode
Island Volunteers.

The Fourteenth Regiment of Rhode Island Volunteers, 1800 men
strong, enlistments began August of 1863 with the first company
mustered in at Camp Fremont,(Dexter Training Ground) under Cap-
tain Nelson Viall and by September, four companies were trans-—
ferred to Camp Bailey, Dutch Island, R. I. (By Edwin W. Stone
of the 1lst R.I.L.A. George H. Whitney, publisher, Providence,64)




P e
Slaves eeoming levvr callede Aﬁon/{’ua,b"wndv wete houwses—

o Repxker '/’”rcuvmvx7 Grromrrd + Q’Wl‘ﬂ- J. A, &;Ll»ﬁtarég/la
1863- 1l4th Reg R. I. Vol continued

Outside of about 75 men that were drafted, therrest were volun-

teers and due to Colonel Viall, the success of the experiment

of preparing for service the first colored regiment sent from

Rhode Island since 1776, is given credit. (By Edwin W. Stone

of the lst R.I.LIA. Prov 1864 George H. Whitney publisher.)

P. 5. The ctitle of Mr. Stone's book 1s Rhode Island Regiments.

The commisjoned officers were white, non-commigioned were Ne-

grees.

1864- The Shiloh Baptist Church, Newport, R. I., was organized May
10, 1864 at the residence of Mrs. Esther Brinley, 73 Levin
Street with fourteen original members. They held meetings in
the Seventh Day Baptist Church which they hired since the mem-
bership increased with a native African, the Rev. W. J. Bar-
nett as their first pastor. Others were Theodore Valentine,
George Hamlin, Ananias Brown, Henry N. Jeter, N. J. Marriott,
W. J. Preston, J. R. C. Pinn, Re¥. Dr. Livingston and others.
In 1868 the church bought its’ present home from the Trinity
Church Corperation for $2000.00.

Some of its finest work was under Rev. Henry N. Jeter who was
called in 1875 and served for over forty years, the longest
pastorate of any Negro in Rhode Island. Sore

In 1878, he married Miss Themasinia Hamilton of Brooklyn, N.
Y. Her father, Thomas Hamilton was the editer of the Angle-
African, one of the earliest Negro newspaper in this country.
The children were exceptional musicians, having been received
at the White House by President McKinley in 1897. They travel-
ed throughout New England as the Jeter Family of Musicians.
(Notes of Negro Churches by Mrs, Carter and Mrs. Tinsley of
the Negro group of the Tercentenary Committee; Prov. Chroniele)
EleS. During Rev. Jeter's time he established the Shiloh Bdp-
tist Mission on the Island ef Jamestown, R. I., in 1889,

1866~ The fight to end' segregation in the public school in Rhede Is-
land was in 1866. GTD

1869- Tohn C. Minkins, 1869-1959, the only Negre editor of a white
newspaper in the United States, was editor of the Providence
News, (white) from 1906 to most of 1911, (His Claim).

Wr. Mimkins was born in Nerfolf, va., January 29, 1869 and
died here October 30, 1959 at the Roger Williams Hespital.

He married Rosa J. Jessup in 1894, fathered eight children,
five of whom survive, all girls, four of the five surviving
graduated from Pembroke College in Brown University.

He was in the first class to graduate from the Norfolk Mis-
sion College in 1888. He wrote a daily column, "Among OUR
COLORED PEOPLE" in the white Evening Telegram.

In 1891 he came to Providence to manage the New England Tprch-
light, Joseph W. Henderson, publisher, a Negro from Texas, Re-
public‘g‘n inspired, where he remained precariously three months.
The Providence News was established as a flepublican organ Seo
he sought an opening, being paid"a penny a line", received 80
cents the first week.
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John C. Minkins continued

While with the Telegram, he handled the famous "Lizzie Borden"
trial and in the course of his newspaper experience, hasd&ed
copy for the Hearst papers for 20 years, wrote a Providence
Sunday letter for the Boston Gleobe for 45 years.

In his early days here he leanad toward the Republicans but
later went over to the Democrats.

Joining the I.0.B.P.Elks of the World, he was made Grand Lodge
Reporter which he held for 15 years. At the convention in Mon-
treal in 1955, he was endorsed for the honor of Past Grand Ex-
%itgg)ﬁuler. CRG-His personal typed autobiography-Eve Bul 10-

18697-Madame Sissieretta Joynor Jones, the "Black Patti™ was born in

Portsmouth, Va., about 1868-69 on January 5th, the daughter of
the Rev. Jeremiah M. and Henrietta B. Joynor. He was pastor
of an Afrdcan Methedist church there and the daughter was about
eight years of age he redeived a call to a church in Providence.
While a mere child, Madame Jones had a remarkable voice , soon
attracting the attention of the musical people who encouraged
her financially, when 15 studied under M. Maures and Baroness
lacombe here, at 18 going to the New England Conservatory of
Music in Boston, Mass., later to New York where she studied un-
der Madame Louise Cappiani, the great voice teacher.

After singing at the Sans Souci Garden in Providence she re-
ceived a call to come to New York for Abbey,Schoeffel and Grau
with such success at Wallack's Theater that she was immediate-
ly hired for a tour of South America, no colored artist had
ever appeared at Wallack's before.

she made her European debut in Berlin, Germany followed by an
appearance before the King of England arounfh 1888. Coming back
to America she sang before thtee presidents, Barrison, McKin-
ley and Roosevelt.

Major J. B. Pond became her manager, he also managed Reverent
T, DeWitt Talmage, Clare Louise Kellog, Mark Twain, Henry Ward
Beecher and others.

Once she remarked, "I woke up famous at the Garden and didn't
know it", singing before 75000 people in one week. Her accom-—
painist was Mrs. Alberta Wilson, a finished colored pianist
also under Ma jor Pond.

Madame Jones has the distinction of having appeared hbafmoee
consecutive preformances than any other living singer.

The New York Clipper gave her the name, the Black Patti and
said,"she sings like Patti without the slightest effort".
Scores of gifts were showered upon her, the richest of all a
tiarra of solid gold with three diamonds projecting; from

the Governor-General of Demerara; the costljgsfrby the cit-
izens of St. Thomas, a latge solitaire diamond in the center
of a bar set with emeralds, thelargest a gold medal from the
President Hyppolyte of Haiti, these and many others.

Her mother became ill so she came home to care for her until
she passed. She made one appearence at the Grand Theater in
Chicago, then retiring to her home at 7 Wheaton Street.
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18697 Madame Sissieretta Joynor Jones contihnued
She was a very proud woman, selling her jewelry to live on ex-
cept three gold medals out of the seventeen she wore across
her bosum in concert, selling off her property except the home
at Wheatton Street.
She tried taking in state children as a foster-mether until
her health commenced to fail. She went on relief, that not be-
ing enough so through the kindness of a friend who had kowméd
with her mother, for two years paid the taxes, water bill, coeal
and wood bill.
She died penmyless in the Rhode Island Hespital, Providence,,,
in July of 1933 and no doubt this same friend saw thet she was
noet buried in a pauper's grave where they bury the indigent. __
My buddy, John L. Davis, Jr,, also roomed with Mrs. Jo¥ner so Yoysvoy
I was in and out of that house quite frequently and saw Madame
Jones when she came home summers.
This same friend when she had passed, three gold medals, two
scrapbooks, one containing press releases of her tours, photo-
graphs etc knowing of my interest in Negro history in Rhode
Island so for my files I wrote a short history of Madame Jones
and when Radcliffe College sent for Fimfdbmatiofiboplace her in
their dicthonary of American Women, I sent them @ copy which
was sent to Mr. Litcthenwapger, head of the reference section,
Library of Congress, who was te write the article on her,
For posterity I sent the medals, photographs, scrap books te
the Jesse E. Moorland Collection, Howard University, Washing-
ton, D. C., Radcliffe suggested the Schlessinghercollection or
the Moorland one. (Prov Sun Jour 7-16-33 Short History by
CRG, 1966.)( Afro-American, Providence Chronicle)

18792~ In the early 70's, Dr. Andrew Jackson was the first registered
dentist to practiwe in Providence with his office around Public
and Elmwood Avenue. My father went with his cousin, Caroline
Prout Brown to have her tooth pulled. Registered R.IICE87? CRG

1872- Goerge Henry, 1816-1900 was the first Negro to serve on @ jury
in Rhode Island in 1872. see ©LB16r 13(Short biography by WAH)

1872-s¥illiam Arran Heathman, Esq., 1872-1968 Attorney at law, and

Master in Chancery, admitted to the R. I. Bar, May 20, 1898.
Vr. Heathmen was born in East Providence, R. I., September 14,
1872 and died February 9, 1968 in Providence, R. I.

He attended the public schools of Providence, was the first
native Rhode Islander to enter Brown University which he left
while in his sophomore year to enter Boston University School
of Iaw from which he graduated.

He contracted to study preparatory for the bar examination in
Lawyer Monroe's office, three months later Mr. Monroe died so
Mr. Heathman asked a white lawyer whose office ad joined if he
would leave his door which separated the offices open when he
was not busy, and in this way he completed his six months pre-
requisite,

% native born continued
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1873~ William H. Higgins, M. D., was born in Marion, North Careolina,

1874~

1877~

1877~

1877-

1877~

1884-

December 14, 1873 and died in Previdence, May 23, 1938. He was
a graduate of Lif¥ingston College at Salisbury, North Carolina,
later he became a Trustee. A graduate of Leonard Medical Celxe
lege of Medicine in 1902, took & post graduvate course at Leng
Island College of Medicine, coming te Providence where he re-
istered June 1, 1903 for the practice of medicine.

Member and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Winter Street
A.M.E.Zion Church; member of the Providence Medical Bsaseigfion
the Rhede Island Medical Society, the What Cheer lledical Socie-
ty, ( state Negro ), member and Past President of the National
Medical Association, (National Negre ), was appointed a member
and became chairman of the Rhode Island State Board of Podiatry
in 1936. He was married and is survived by a daughter, Mrs,
Prudence C. A. Irving. CRG

John Henry Ballou was the first Negro lawyer to be admitted to
the Rhode Island Bar, gune 3, 1874 and to practice here. CRG

The Second A.M.E. Church, (Allen Chapel) was situated on A Stze
Providence, R, I. It was a mission or branch eof Bethel A.M.E.
Churh on Meeting Street. It was completed around 1877 and was
intended to serve members of the Bethel A.M.E. faith on the
west side of Providence. It surcombed to re-development. CBC

Josephine (Silene) Yates of Newpert was the first Negro girl
tograduate from Regers High there with heonors and tww years
later was possible the first girl to graduate from the old
Rhede Island State Normal School. CAB

Inman L. Page, AB Brown 77; MA Brown 80; 1918 LLD; superinten-
dent of the colored scheols in Oklahema City. He with the next
named were possibly the first Negro graduates frem Brown Univer-
sity in Providence, R. I. Brown Directory p 46 CRG

George Washington Milferd, BA Browh 77; LLB Howard Univ Sch Law,
1901. ( I roomed &t his houfe in the 500 block on Flerida Ave-
nue, Washington, D, C., Wwhen I was attending medical school, al-
se one of the first. Brown Directory p CRG
While reseaching the two above at the John Hay Library dgbwas
aské@eaboat, being shown a picture, another man but I knew no-
thing about him &t the time.QRG

Ebenezer Baptist Church was organized in Slater's Hall on Wey-
bosset Street, Providence in 1884 by some members who had left
the Congdon Street Baptist Church and a building was erected
and incorporated on A Street, in 1888, mortgage paid in 1889.
Under the pastorate of Rev. J. Isaiah Goodman they moved to a
new church on Dodge Street where in 1946 the church suffered a
fire. Under Rev. Goodman it was decided to rebuild and re-entry
ceremonies were held in 1947.

Rev. Jesse L. Connors, 1949-1964 had a very successful pastorate
additional land was acquired and the mortgage of $38,000 was
burned.

continued

%
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1884~ Ebenezer Baptist Church continued
The Cranston Street-Roger Williams Baptist Church (white) faced
with declining membership offered Ebenezer their 800 seat gran-
ite church and pardsh house in January 1969 for $10000 effective
in June. This was accepted and the church moved te larger quar-
ters with greater potential. 5C CRG

1885~ Rev. Malon A, Van Horne, elected a member of the Rhode Island
Legislature in 1885 and served for three terms, the first Negro
© be so honered.
Elected & member of the Newport school committee in 1873, ser-
ving until 1892, during this peried was chairman of several im-
portant committees, 12 years chairman of the committee on text
books and was also one of the committee on examination for the
State Normal Scheol.
He was called as the pastor of the Union Congregational Church
in Newport, September 1, 1868, made permenant in January, 1869,
resigned in 1897 when appointed by President McKinley az Wy Se
CAB

Bintdtetg St. Thomas, D. W. I.

1885- Benjamin J. Burton, 1826-1885. He was the first Negro to own
and operate a bus on Broadway in Newport. R. I. CAB

1888-#The compiler, Carl R. Gross of these netes was bern on South
Main Street, Providence, R. J., near Hopkins Street, July 24,
1888. see his autobiography CRG

1888-s#John J. Burch, the first native born Negro to register and
practice dentistry In Providence, R. I. CRG

1888- Catherine Tolliver, R. N., the first Negro to register in
Providence, R. I., in nursing. She was a graduate of the New
England Womens and Childrens School of Nursing, Boston, Mass.

CRG

1890- Emily Telliver, R. N., sister of the above and a graduate of
same school. CRG

1890-#Nancy Elizabeth Prophet-#* 1890-1960, S8culptress was born in
Artic, Center, Rhede Island in 1890.
Elementary education here, graduate of the Rhode Island Sch
of Design 1913-1918.
She went to New York where she found ne opportunity then te
France where she was admitted without any question to the
Beaux Arts, the greatest art school in the world. After some
exhibitions there she came to America exhibiting, not as a
colored artist but as an artist.
She was given the Greenough Grand Prize for true sculpture.
Like so many of our famous Negro artists, she died penniless
December 14, 1960, her body lying in the state morgue waiting
for some one to claim it.
Through the generosity of an anomymous friend she was buried
outside of "Potter's Field" CRG
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1889~ shiloh Baptist Mission, Jamestown, R. I., was a midsion branch
of the Shlloh Baptist Church of Newport see fhhechnfiharches

1390 K lvavey ELizabekin Veobhwet ¥ L0 Sewhp¥ess

189"‘ The Union Baptist Church, Pawtucket Rhode Island was ergani-
zed in 1893, worshiping in a church on School Street which was
purchased from a white group.
Due to re-development they held services at 27 Elm Street,Paw-
tucket s Rl Ty SBC see church file

1893- The Providence Sunday Journal had an article, September 8,
1912 saying a Dr. McQuade was the first l\egro physician here
and that he did not pass the medica@l practice act ezamination,
he had been practiwving.

Peter L. Moore, a Howard Medical School graduate of 1893 was
licensed in 1893. He had an office on Cushing Street near Tha-
yer for a shert time than he left. see medical file CRG

1895- Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, Newport, R. I., was organized at a
meeting held at the home of Deacen A. J. Tabb by a group from
the Shileh Baptist Church due to differences.

1897 they purchased the present church from the Cottrell fami-

_ ly and have made many improvements. SGC sSee church' file
BTy G o e Sk (Ere oo
1896~ The History Of The I\o/rtﬂeastern Federatlén ; S

"A call was sent out by Mrs. Mary H. Dickerson of Newpert, R.
I., in 1896 for a meeting te organize a sectional grpup, ac
cording te instructions from odhe FibétnNational erganization
which met previously in Beston, Mass., in 1895,"

The meeting was held at the residence of Mrs. Josephine St. P
Pierre Ruffin, 103 Charles Street, Besten, Mass., en June 3,
1896.

The outgrouth was the formation of the New England Federation
of Wemen's Clubs, which became after entending its berders te
become the Northeastern Federation of Wemen's Clubs, Mrs.
Mary H. Dickerson, its first president. ( Sguvener Program
Thirty Second Annual Cenvention, Meunt Zien AME Church, New-
port, R. I. Rewrite by CRG )

m A French stene cottage at 40 Corne Street, Newpert, R. I.,
was offered as a memerial and shrine for decuments and histe-
ries of the Negre race, at the 31lst annual convention of the
Northeastern Federation of Wemen's Clubs, in Washingten, D. C.
The offer was made by Mrs. Leunise M. Fayerweather, te perpet-
uate phe memory of her husband, George H. Fayerweather for
many years the Fayerweather home. ( 23rd Conventien-Newport.)

1897- Rev. Malon A, Van Horne, pastor ef the Union Cengregational
Church of Newport, resigned to accept an arpeintment by Pre-
sident McKinley as United States Minister to St. Thomas, D.
W.I., now the Virgin Islands.

All the ceal was bought up fer our use, keeping it out of
the hands of the Spaniards dureng the Spanish-American War,
in 1898. He served until 1908.. AB

oy v
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1897~ Rev. Malon A. Van Herne, paster of the Uinion Congregational
Church in Newport, R. I., resigned when appeinted by President
McKinley as United States Consul, St. Themas, Danish West In-
dies. Encl CAB

1897-%Robert Eben Johnson, the first Speakers page in the Rhede_ Is-—
land Legislature, & position made in Newpoert, R. I., in 1896
and he served the following Januvary, 189%, under Speaker J.
mdward Studley. Eve Bul 1904

1898- William Hercules Matthews, the first Negre pharmacist te ewn
and operate a drug store in Rhode Island. He was a graduate
of Howard University Schoel of Pharmacy in 1898, came te New-
port and operated a stere on Thames Street, CRG

189 sarah Gardner of Newport worked opening and clesing the homes
of the rich summer people there alse supplying help when need-
ed. She was a frugal Woman, saving her money, had a will made
leaving her money to the Newport Hespital.

While visiting a sick friend there, being deaf, she did not
hear the bell, tellin the end of visiting heurs, just nodded
when @ nurse came and told her. Another person ceme later and
in net too complimentary language sppke to her, this she did
hear. She left, wnet to her lawyer, had anether will drawn up,
leaving her meney to a society who care for her many cats when
shr passed, $28,000.00. .
Mr.Reilly, supertendent of the R.I.S.P.C.A., on Fountan Street,
Providence, R. I., Which started in Newpert, R. I., 4-19-%870
confirmed this stery, telling me her money went inte the buil-
ding in Providence, when it was built, CRG

P. S. A plaque hangs in the building on Fountain Street, hono-
ring her, I have seen it. CRG

1898-%Thomas R. Lewis, cert RISD 1898-1902 jewelry design. he had &
jewelry plant at 19 Calender Street, Providence, R. I., at
times he had as many as 60 men and Women Working for him,
with 26 years continious service.

. He designed the Richard Hudnut powder compact, at times an er-
der for one million sets of earings for the five and ten cent
stere chains, orders from the Waltham Watch Company for ane
thousand gold watch cases or an order for a quarter of a mil-
lion buckles for shoes.

He designed many of the tools now in use in the jewelry trade.
He was an honor graduate from the RISD. After all the opulance
he enjoyed, Christmas morning, 1911 found him whtheut & job or
a penny in his pocket, but luck was with him although the jewel-
ry buisness was dull, he submitted samples te a firm in the mor-

. ning and that afternoen a large orddr had been placed from one
of his samp&s and he was on the payrool again. :

He was one of the prime movers in the What Cherr Tennis Club on
Willett Avenue, Eas$y Providence, helping te put in two clay
courts, making improvements .inside the clubheuse but like many
projeets started here the attraction waned and the property was
lest. Pittsburgh Ceurier CRG
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At the time Nr. George Reilly told me about the story of
Sarah Gardnem, he told me about another incident. His fa-
ther had twe herse barns and hired many men. Being a true
Irishman, he enjoyed the fights in Infantry Hall, Seuth
Main Street, Providence, One fight Sam Lanford, the"Beston
Tar Baby" had fought and the fraternity afterwards went to
the "Mahegony Palace", a place that did net serve Negroees
but the older Mr. Reilly took Sam Lanford there. Mr. Reilly
onve saw a colored bey thrown off a wagen so he stepped and
asked, what was the re-son. The boy said he had asked fer five
five cents for a leaf of bread from the man in whese barn
he had worked.

The boy whose name was Scott was brought te Mr. Reilly's
barn and given a job and he adse took him to the fight, la-
ter te the Mahogny Palance.

Upon being intreduced to Sam lLanford, whe said te Scott,ne
niggers are alloged in here, a fight ensued, finally Mr.
Reilly had te take Scott off Ianford. Scott had come up te
defend himself in other fights areund barns in a rough and
tumble way.

(Mr. George Reilly, supertendent of the RISPCA, now deceas-
ed. CRG)
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The Phyllis Wheatley Club was founded in Proevidence, R. I., by
a group of Negre women in 1901, te hener, Phyllis Wheatley, a
nativr of Senegal, born about 1744 whe was brought te America

as a child in 1761.

Her poems were published in England in 1773 and caused quite a
sensatien, coming from the mouth of & black wemane

Listed as founders of the club are, Mrs. Jeseph Wright, Mrs.
William Heathman, Mrs, Myers R. Armstrong, Mrs. Andrew J. Bell,
Sr., Mrs..Walter Williams and Mrs, Edith Rey.

The Club has been noted for its philanthrepic ventures, for 69
years, donating baskets at Thanksgiving and Christmas, May bas-
kets were made and distributed at the Bannister House, (formerly
the Heme for Aged Colored Wemen.)

Other activities were the first cetillien fer young black wemen,
in 1955, a two week campership te the John Hope Settlement House.
The founders have passed but younger ones have joined and are
carrying shill. Prov Jour 1-4-70 CRG

Olney Street Baptist Church, 1901- was incerperated, Decem-
ber 18, 190L with the follewing as incorperaters:- Mark Merris,
Nelson Morgen, Armstead Lewis, Benjamin J. Mabray, John P. Wal-
ker, Frank S. Bewen, Wesley N. Watsen and a man named White.

In the early 1900's, mere than one hundred members withdrew

from the Congden Street Baptist Church with the then paster, Rev.
Presley being locked out of the church.

They met in homes, later in Gaspee Hall on South Mainn §Sgreet
and seeing a large church on lewer Olney Street for sale, they
approeszhed Mr. George Baker whe had charge of the church,for
sgle, finally buying it fer $5,000.00.

On December 21, 1901, & group of women went in te clean and pre-
pare it fer service, the next day. The Rev. W T. Bixen:, B D,
of Brreklyn, N. Y., president of the N. E. B. M. Convention was
the speaker, taking his text frem Matthew 16-16-20.

Rev. J. H. Presley served for & shert time leaving in Februvary
of 1902. Rev. T. L. Crocker supplied until Rev. E. H. McDonald ,
D. D., was called in SSeptember and installed, October 12, 1902.
This church fell te urban renewal, was leveled in 1961 and the
members met in the undercroft of the Church of the Savieur, later
in the Providence Recreational Center on Benefit Street until
their new church was finished. Wishing teo stay on Olney Street,
they bought from the re-develepment, a large area at the corner
of Olney and Camp Streets. A contemperay brick building was
built, the main floor with balconies on all four sides, pulpit
with baptistery and large vestibule. The Sunday scheol recms in
the basement, pastors study and utility room, parking let in

the rear, beautifully grassed and shrubbed. (see file en churches
es . CRGY).

WeoueVuwy Grel's [ome PaXes SX Py Sco 1890
According to the recording secretary's book, there was a re-or-
ganization and an election of efficers held en May 10, 1903.

It was moved and seconded, that George Noyes be nominated for
president, carried; moved and seconded that Charles McGurley

be nominated for Vice-President, carried; Frank King, treasurer
er and Meses Timberlake was voted Secretary.

Thus the Irreproachable Beneficial Associstion was formerly
formed and chartered on the 29th day of October, 1904,
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1903- The Irreproachable Beneficial Association continued

1=

A group of men, mostly cooks, waiters and perters would meet on
their days off at some one's home where the wife would cook &
dinner. Fifty cents per man was chipped in te buy the food, the
liquer and beer they brought and they would eat, drink, tell
steries, play cards until they broke up for the 8vening.

At one home, a member had toe much, upchucked on the lady's
fleor, she told her husband, never te bring that crewd te their
home again.

After some sobering thoughts, the men began te look for quarters
which they found above Nahagian's Tobacco Stere, next te the Big
Bear Market, for $15.00 a month. 77§ Westminster Street.

One member worked at the Albee Theater and from their prep roon,
came tables and chairs, They bought a second hand refrigerator
with the drip pan beneath for $.75, a second hand sideboard fer
#1.50 to place their liquer eon and they were in buisness. some
man had te empty the drip pan before leaving for the night. They
Were so exclusive that they limited membérship te 25 and the
black ball was used frequently.

At a meeting to decide on & name, one member in his cups arese
and said '"§& are Irreproachable" and that is hew they geot their
name.

The group was incorporated under the laws of the State of Rhede
Island, Octeber, 29, 1904.

The demand for mere room forced them te hire quarters at 923
Westminster Street over Hallock's Stove Store where they had a
pool table,(bought for $55.00), piane, around which there were
many net teo seber veices at times,

They enlarged the membership but were so choosey, they thought
they were the "black Hepe Club" of Providence with ne wemen al-
lowed in the club rooms.

Next they bought acress the street at 918, using the upper two
fleoors and r enting the stores on the street floor.

The annual IBA clambake was a great event for the members and
guests, also an annual church service, one minister after they
came to his church, said he did not want those drunkards and
veses .-sssss @again, they generally had their communion before
reaching the church.

on January 10, 1910, & receptien and banquet was held in the
club rooms at 923 Westminster Street for Matthew Alexander Hen-
son of North Pole fame with ex-lMayor Patrick McCarthy the main
speaker and Dr. James A. Gilbert, toastmanter. encl

The club sold their property to the Citizens Savings Bank next
door for their expansien and bought in 1952, 710 Nerth Main
Street, Providence and still there they are forced by urban re-
newal to move onc ence mere.

Since coming te 710, they gave Christmas presents to the boys
in the senior cottage at the Children's Center, raised money
for scholarships, given &t their annual banquet on the Sunday
nearest May, 10th, the 67th on the 10th of Nay, 1970, se they
are still going streng. encl CRG
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1906~ The Marathen Club eof Providence, R. I., was erganized in 1905
by ten high school teenagers with Miss Reberta J. Dunbar as a
counseler for social and athkeétiéc purpeses.

Their foot-ball game on Melrose flats around Thanksgiving Day
was a social event, particully with the girl-friends there to
cheer them on, playing against another Providence team also
one from Newpert, R. I.

They first met in homes, later had a club room in Gaspee Hall,
South Main and Plangt Streets, then to a club house on the
banks ef the Ten Mile river in East Providence, this they sold
building a heme in East Providence until urbam re-newal ferced
them te move once mere. Now they own a three tenement house,
renting twe floors.

Ameng their charities were schelarship aid, a heliday party at
the Home for Aged Colored Wemen, new the Bannister House with
a Marathon punch which seme of the ladies taated and asked for
mere.

Joseph G. LeCount, Esq., the president and enly living founder
of the Marathon Club was henered at the club's 65th anniver-
sary dinner dance, held at the Helliday Inn, Previdence on
January 17, 1970. Eve Bul 1-15-70 CRG

1905~ Ethel Esther Tremaine Robinsen, Mrs. Joaquin H. Pineiro y Mera,
Pembroke PhB 1905; grad std Phil 1934-1935, was the first Negre
girl te graduate from Pembroke Cellege in Brewn Unoversity. In
her teen she lived in the Tillinghast estate, Beacon Avenue and
Pine Street, Providence, R. I.
Shertly after leaving Pembroke, she taught at Howard University,
Washingten, D. C. Some years she married Mr. Pineire, leaving
the university and going te South America teo live. During Werld Var
War 11 she returned to Providence and haviing ne teacher's re-
tirement, she was ebliged te go en WPA and OAA. Her sister, Cora
Collote Rebinsen, Mrs. Hendrich Van Leesten was of the class of
1909 at Pembroke but did net finish. (Brown Directery CRG)

1005- Twe missienaries came te Previdence, R. I., and se interested
a group here that they requested a minister be sent to form a
church. Elder Allen Waters came and en July 5, 1905, erganized
a church under the name of the Church of Ged and the Saints eof
Christ.

It was incerperated, August 14, 1908 under the same name with
the following named as Trustees, Alonza Allen, Andrew Rhodes,
Edward Petter and Samuel Crum.

Their offical day of wership was Saturday (Sabbath) accerding
te Exodus 20: 8 te 1l and no servile work was done by members,
Elder Benjemin H. Watkins became the pastor in 1935 until 1957,
then Bishop Levi S. Plummer in 1957 with Rev. Judah A. Person
becoming associate paster in 1963.

In June 16, 1964, they purchased a let at the corner of Dedge
and Cransten Streets from the Providence Redevelopment Agency,
a split level structure with sanctuary for their present Tab-
ernacle with Bishep Levi S. Plummer and the congregatifn on

d i the dedicatory services. Encl see
et gupening e diatng
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The Macedoenia Unien American Methedist Episcepal Church started
by the unien ef twe churches, one a Baptist, the ether a Meth-
odist, beth in a run dewn conditien se they theught in unien
there is strenght. This was in the Seuth Previdence area eof
Providence and land was bought on Ceolfax Street where a church
was built by Rev. John Wesley Fisher with the aid ef his sen
Jeseph and ethers.

With the passing eof gime this cengregatien became run dewn un-
til the ceming of Rev. Prince A. Hamilten when property was pur-
chased frem & white church at the corner of Ashmen$ and Plain
Streets.

This church was re-furnished making it ready for a re-dedicatien
and cerner stene laying, these ceremenies being preformed by the
Mest Wershipful Prince Hall Grand Ledge of Rhede Island, F. & A.
M., en Octeber 3, 1960. (Encl CRG) i S
hieXthew lHewsonw dviwnece X TR0 tws-xooms Jamn, (0,794
Jesephine (Silene) Yates, 1859-1912 was the first Negre girl te
graduate from Regers High Scheol in Newpert, R. I., with heners
in 1877 and in 1879 graduated frem the State Nermal Scheol, pes-
sible their first Negro graduate. CAB

The Church eof the Savieur, Providence, R. I., is the second Epis-
copal Church in Rhede Island, the first, Christ Church, 1839 in
Providence.

The first mass was held, Sunday, Octeber 5, 1913, under the name
of St. Augustine's Mission at Bread and Fenner Streets conducted
by the Right Reverend James DeWolf Perry, Jr., D. D., Bishoep eof
Rhede Island, assisted by the Reverend Frederick J. Bassett, D.
D.,Reverend Edward H. Sweetland was appointed Priest in Charge.
The mission later meved te the old Church ef the Savieur buil-
ding at the cerner of Benefit and Transit Streets also taking
its name. in order te meet the conditiens eof the property deed.
The Iay Reader in Charge, P. G. Moore-Browne was made & Deacen
Sunday, September 29, 1916 and the feollowing year on Sunday,
October 14, 1917 he was advanced to the Priestheod, a capacity
in which he served for 36 years, as Vicar in Charge. In 1932,
the Diocese sold the building. After twe more moves, plans for
a new church building were made, acquiring preperty at 527
North Main Street in May of 1942, ground was breken en Thursday
October 7, 1948, finally en Sunday, September 11, 1949, at the
11.00 A. M, Mass, the church was dedicated by the Bishep of the
Diecese as the new Church ef the Savieur.

Here they worshiped until January ef 1960 when the church was
sold to the Providence Redevelepment Agency and the church was
intergregated with the Cathedral of St. Jehn.

There were twe eother Priests whe served after Father Moore-
Browne, Father Holly and Father Higginbotham.

Fifteen doners raised the meney te purchase a Hammend Organ

for the church which was dedicated in honer of their lest ones,
Sunday, Octeber 30th, 1949 with a brass plate stating the same
which was given by ene eof our white friends.

(Encls Mrs. Percival G. Meore-Brewne, Mrs. U. T. Carter, CRG)
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1915~ The Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Appenaug, R. I., was a mission
enceuraged by some members of the 2nd Free Will Baptist Church
on Pend Street, Providence, R. I. CRG

1916- The Grand United Order of 0dd Fellews building was autherized
April 30, 1914, $20,000 was apprepiated, ground was breken en
Auvgust 16, 1915, the cernerstone laid en July 16, 1916 with
the building at 314 Cransten Street, Providence, R. I., com—
pleted in December of the same year.

1917-%Mary E. Jackson was the member of Miss Eve D. Bowles' staff
during World War 1, heading up the wark for colored women en-
gaged in industry throughout the country. She was known as
special industriak worker among colored women and girls under
the War Work Council of the Y W,C.A.
She was an active worker of the New England Federation of Wo-
men's Clubs also worked for the Rhode Islend Employment Divi-
sion, office was on Westminster Street near Jackson Street.
(Pittsburgh Courier; encl NEGRO WORKERS and the National De-
fense Program, Division of Resaerch and Statistics, Washing-
ton, D, C., September 16, 1941. CRG

1918~ 215 colored draftees, entrained for Camp Devens, Mass., Au-
gust 1, 1918, this was the second and the largest quota from
Rhode Island in World War 1. (Prov Eve Bul 8-1-18; Sun Tribune,
2-23-19; encl,) CRG

1919- Rose Butler Browne was ba'n in Boston, Mass., in 1899, re-
ceiving part of her elementary education there and when about
ten years of age, the family moved to Newport, R. I., complet-
ing it there, entering the old Rhode Island Normal School in
1916, receiving her certificate in 1919, later her BA., MA in
Edue. She was finally accepted as a candddate for her PhD at
Harvard, which she received in 1939. (See her book, "Love My C
Children", an autobiography, C 69- 19048, Meridith Press, New
York, N. Y., a very interesting story of her life.)

Rhode Island College, her alma mata, named and dedicated a
seven story building, "Rose Butler Browne Hall" for girls on
their campus September 28, 1969. (See encl).

Her mother took an apartment in Providence, to act as house
mother for her daughters and other Newport girls and while
here had a stroke, which she survived, I was the attending
physician at that time.

I thought so much of this wonderful lady that I sent & sketch,
program etc to Radcliffe Gollege imhere they have made a bio-
graphical file for the Schlesinger Library on the History of
Women in America, (September 23, 1969 encls) CRG

1919-%Nell#e (Nell) Occomy Becker was born in Providence, R. B[
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Occomy, 85 John Street, Prov-
idence, R. I., who trace their origin back to 1732, She at-
tended the elementary and high schools here, graduating from
the Rhode Island Normal School in 1919, undergraduate degree
##Pn columbia University and was studying for her MA. ericlt GRG
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1922-%Alfred C. A. Perry, 1861-1931, Grand Sachem of the National Al-
gonquin Indian Council was elected at the re-organization of
the 24 councils in 1922 when a few survivors had all but lost
their identy with their original forebears. Under his leadershi
ship, customs of the tribe have been revived at several annual
gatherings at his farm on Dugaway Hill, Scituate Avenue, Crans-
ton where the braves from many states would gather for their
powgwows. He earned his name, "Chief Stronghorse™ from a span
of large horses which had compefed in many pulling contests,
QLy At one time he was head of the highway department of the Town
v of Cranston, laying many of the roads there. He was born in
e Exebéry, R. I., in 1861 and died in Cranston, R. g atm LG,

148
}%bf (encls Eve Bul Sept 1931; program of Bow-Wow, 12-13-23; copy
! of history telling of the interest of Thomas W. Bicknell, (white
(PRE historiang who visited Mr, Perry's farm many times;) also copy
of an application of tha Algonquin Indian Council, incorporated
in Rhode Island, October 13, 1926.) CRG

'4'&3 bourcd U & Cow—WWoue Z—'Ingm/?t.V‘ ‘\MI“",‘ sl o
lS&@l A Histery ef the Previdence Chrenicle, l9§6-l958, by William D,
1940 Wiley, telling hew he became the editer.

(Carl R. Gress, M. D., had requested this histery fer pesterity)

1924-%Perry Watkins, a native born Rhede Islander, graduated frem the
R.I.S.D., in 1924, designed all the sets for "Mamba's Daughters",
& New York hit, alse sets fer TV pregrams which came thraugh
some Providence statiens. CRG

1924- Rudolph Chauncy Fisher came to Previdence in his early youth,
his father was the paster and built the Macedénia AME Church en
Colfax Street. He went through the elementary schools, Classical
High, graduated from Brown University, BA,19; MA,21 and an M. D.
from Howard University in 1924; Classical High in 1915 with ho-
nors. He was a brilliant student at Brown, Phi Beta Kappa; Sig-
ma Xi, Delta Sigma Rho aLsocgprolific writer, especially in Ne-
gro dialect, critics ranking him the "Ablest BfiNegroiWriters".
(Clipping 3-5-20). His original manyscripts are in the John Hay
Library. Elected Class day orator,l1919(File on Medicine & CRG
(While visiting in New York, his sister Miss Pearl Fisher tolé
of the request of Brown University to his wife for his manu-
scripts, which was granted. CRG)

19g4-%Chester Wellington Chin, native of East Providence where he had
his elementary and high education, BA, Brown 1920, MA. Brown
1921; MD Mich 1924.He tookypost graduate courseg in Germany and
was one of the first two Negroes to register in Ophalmology in
New York. (File on Medicine & CRG)

1927-%Mary (Howard) Jennings, native Rhode Islander, Providence ele-
mentary and high schools, RISD, 1927, BA., Yale School of Eime
Afts, 1935. While a senior at Hope High in Providence, she won
a four year scholarship to RISD. She painted a portrait in oil
of GoWernor Theodore Francis Green also did some murals at TRI.
She is a school teacher in the Providence School Department.CRG
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1927-#% charity Bailey wes born in Providence, R. I., elementary educa-

1928-

tion here and graduated from the Rhode Island College of Educa-
tlen inm 1927.

After graduvation, she applied for a teaching position in the
Providence Public School system but the then Superintendent of
Schools here, "would not appoint a Negro to teach in the school
system here", Her mother fought this decision, had a hearing
but to no avail.

Miss Bailey was later invited by Charlotte Hawkins Brown, a fa-
mous Negro educator and Pounder of the Palmer Memorial Insti-
tute in sedalia, N. C., to teach there. She also taught at
Spelman College and Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia.

In 1935, Miss Bailey came to New York and under the federal
Works Project Administration, taught and headed one of the lar-
gest children's centers: there.

In 1943 she received a diploma from the Dalcroze School of Mu-
sic‘also she studied at the Julliard School of Music. In 1958
she received an honorary Master of Education degree from Rhode
Island College of Rducation, her Alma Mater. She has given mu-
sic seminars for teachers at New York City College, Sarah law-
rence College, @ recital in the Rhode Island College of Educa-
tion Auditorium, March 14, 1958, a minitUrere folk festival at
the Albee Theatre, December 27, 1966 with dancer, Judith Janus
and singer-guitarist, Ted Dennis. Previously she had taught
after school music at her own studio in New York and the Henry
Street Settlement, New York.

Miss Bailey has been a music teacher at the Heathcote School

n Scarsdale, New York, for ten years at the "Little Red School
House in New York, also featured on WRCA'S TV "Sing A Song" se-
ries, one of the earliest Children's TV programs.

She is a writer, producer as well as a preformer on radio and
TV programs, one of her latest being the "Once Upon A Day with
Charity Bailey Show" on channel 13, New York, has recorded for
the national "Operation Headstart" program. She is currently
conducting & workshop in music at the Bank Street College of
Fducation in New York City. ( Miss Bailey's short dutobiogra-
phy; Boston Advertiser, 1955; P. E. Bul, 1958 & 1966; rewrite
bys ERG, LITOLD)

Noah C. Wesley, 1855-1928, Seston and Bell Ringer of the First
Baptist Meeting-House in America for 46 years, 1882-1928. In
Revelutionaey times, the bell was rung at sunrise, mid-day and
curfew which was twenty slow strokes later the times were
changed and in his later years, Mr. Wesley was excused as a con-
cession to his age. He lived off of Broad Street in the Roger
Williams park area and it must have been an effo; to get up to
ring the sunrise bell. He joined the First Baptist Meeting-
House arounf] the early 1900's and died in the Rhode Island Hos-
pital, August 20, 1928. His funeral was preached by the Rev.
Biward Holyoke, the pastor, the honorary pall bearers being
Deacons Frederick R. Chapin, Arthur E. Watson, Foster H. Town-
send and Clinton T. Gemwell, ( Reberta J. Dunbarjs note book;

a personal interview with Arthur E. Watson and rewriig7%y)CRG

» 01|
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Pursuant to the foregoing paragraphs, let me tell you of the

" Story of the Bell in the First Baptijst Mecting-House in Ame-
rica, Providemce, R. I,," from Miss Rgberta J. Dunbar's pers:
sonal note book.of facts you ought know.

In Revolutionary times it ran at Sunrise--Mid-day-- Curfew the
church being paid $125.00 per year.

Morning bell at 8.30 A. M., W1l time.

Mayor Gainer's time it was stopped during July and August.

No hollidays:.

Once a year the church got a check from the City Treasurer for
$125.00 from 1871 until 1900, when someone had it disconudnued.
Indignant citizens soon had it restored.

In 1840, the sexton got an extra $85,00, do not know why.
Curfew in oldern times meant, "Time to go home and go to bed,
children off the streets.”

llaim Clarence Foster PhB Brown, 29; grad std biol 29-30;

MSc Minn 39; Came with Boericke from Minn to Hahnemann Med Col
in Phidadelphia, Pa,, in its change to a regular school of med-
icine and became res.physiologist. Other heads were from Penn.,
Cincinnati, John Hopkins ete. ( I have a letter from him telling
me about the complications of being a Negro there but that came
out all right later. Also I met him in Providence at a re-union
and he told me Brown wanted his priginal 67 papers for thelr ar-
chives, CRG Brown Dictionary of Grads, 1950 p 259.)

1931-%Alfred C. Perry, 1861-1931, "Chief Strong-Horse, Grand Sachem of
the Algonquin Council for 24 years since 1ts re-organization in
1922 was born in Exerter, R. I. , in 1861 and died in Cranston
in September, 1931l. Under his leadership the custums of the
tribe have been revived at the annual gatherings, many taking
place on his farm at Dugaway Hill, Scitfuvate Avenue, Cranston,
See R. I. He was fond of horses, having a pacer which he entered
wnwiex in many road races, also a large pair of farm horses, hence the
197 name Strong-Horse entering them in weight dragging contests. as
7 86 yas the custom at the fairs. His daughter, Annie (Perry) Far-
as elected secretary of the Council back in 1922, still is
although it is not active now on account of deaths etc., She has
the minuetes from its inception in her possession which she has
shown me,(1970)(CRG) She told me of meny visits to the farm by
Thomas W. Bicknell,with her father. Mr. Bicknell was interested
in Rhode Island history and encouraged Mr. Perry in the formation
of the Council.(CRG Mrs. Annie (Perry) FarrowEve Bul 9- -31)

1931- Joseph E. Brown, 1844-1934, born in Frederiegks, Co., Md., 9-11-44
died in Providence, R. I., 1-25-34, enlisted in the BdwadrStewarts
Corps, May 20, 1862 in Providence and the first assignment was to
the "Constitution" at Annapolis, again at Newport when things got
too warm, the U. S. Naval Academy moved north. Completing his
service as a stewart he returned to Providence, later re-inlist-
ed in the regular Navy. A copy of his discharge was given to the
Rhode Island Historical Society by CRG who came into possesion of
it after his son passed.

The famous frigate Constitution made a visit to Providence in Au-
gust, 1931 and the only living Rhode Island member of the crew
was piped aboard with honors. (Prov Eve Bul 7-10-31 & CRG)
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1933~

1034~

1936-

1938-

337

A move to unite some of the Negro churches in Providence and
in 1935, Rev. Lawson of the Congdon Street Baptist Church sug-
gested agdin an organic union to throw strenght into a lesser
number for the benefit of many. (Eve Bul CRG)

Charles A. Battle of Newport, R. I., had printed a little book-
let of 39 pages, June 14, 1932 undef the title, "Negroes on the
Island of Rhode Island". He was prompted by the fact that so
little is known at this time that for two hundred years or more,
black people have worked together with whites for the best in-
terest of Rhode Island. Some notable thoughts and deeds are re-
corded which our descendants today can well be proud. (enclosure)

Mme. Matilda Sissieretta (Joynor) Jones, the "Black Patti"™ died
in Providence at the Rhode Island Hospital, in July, 1933. (See
under the year, 1869 for notes, newspaper clippings etc also a
short history of her complied by Carl R. Gross, M. D., all of
which has been copied and sent to the Moorland-Spingarn Collec-
tion, Howard University, Washington, D. C. (CRG)

During 1934 the Rhode Island Baptist State Convention welcomed
into its fellowship, the Pleasant Street Baptist Church of West-
erly, R. I. Formerly an independent body known as the Pleasant
Street Adventist Church of Westerly but it used the covenent of
the First Baptist Church and operating under its by-laws. (See
folder under churches, notes by Mrs. Ulysses T. Carter.)

william H. Higgins, M. D., was appointed & member and became
chairmen of the Rhode Island State Board of Podiatry in 1936.

He was born in Marion, N. C., graduate of Livingston College,
later & trustee there, graduate of Leonard Medical College at
Mailleiteht SNGEC L, -raduate course at Long Island College of
Medicine and r stered in Providence, June 1, 1903. He was
ddputy of Rhode Island and a Past President of the National Med-
ical Association, the Negro equivelant to the American Vedical
Association which would not accept Negro physicians then for
membership. ( see folder on medicine)

December 4, 1935 "At the request and suggestion of the Providence
Branch, NAACP., the following persons were appointed members of
the Rhode Island and Providence Plantations Tercentenary Commit-
ftee Mines ¢ Dr. Garl R. Groce, e Hndrew il Jackson, Miss Reberta
J. Dunbar and J. G. LeCount of Providence; Mrs. Beverly iRinsilteys
Mr. Leroy Williams and Mr. William H. Hilton of Newport. The
first meeting was held at the residence of Miss Reberta J. Dun-
bar, 77 Winter Street, Providence, R. I., MNr. LeCount chosen
chairman and Dr. Gross, secretary. March 4,,1936..Mr, Le-

Count : "ie are pleased to see a copy of the minutes and re-
commendations made are interesting and there are parts of them
which may well be brought before our Executive BoaiEalcr S

the March 26th meeting Miss Dunbar moved that we have & book on
Negro History and that she have charge of collecting material
and editing it.
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1935- Rhode Island Tercentenary Connittee continued
Categories suggested were: Art, Churches, Clubs and Organizations,
Dentistry, Education, Inventors, law, Legislature, Medicine, Mi
litary, Nurses, Pharmacy, Press, Misce., Music, Sports. We ap
plied to the State committee for funds to publish our notes but
finances were not forthcoming. I have kept the correspondencet
as secretary, Mrs. Wlysses T. Carter, Sr., gave me the notes on
churches which she and Mrs. Tinsley had collected, Mr. LeCount
information on Iaw and Legislature, Mr. William P. H. Freeman
the material on Mme. Sissieretta Joynor Jones and others gave
so that I have been able to compile these chronological notes
hoping they may be of some value. (CRG)

938~ gar T. Rouzeau, feature writer for the Pittsburg Courier was
ent throughout New England the enclosure is what he wrote
about Providence, R. I., "CIVIL RIGHTS BRAZENLY IGNORED"™, Aug.
4, 1928. I must admit there has been some progress made, in
1938 there were no public school teachers, policemen etc but
now, 1970 there are, a deputy superintengent of schools, affor-
mer R. I. State Bank Commissioner, a black junior high school
principal but the Negro not so fortunate to go to college needs
jobs such as plumbers, electricians, carpenters etc and pres-
sure has to be brought to open up the unions. (enclosure CRG)

1939- Articles of incorporation were filed by the John Hope Communi-
ty Bssoclation, Tne., May 11, 1969 by William P. H. Freeman,
Carl R. Gross, Reberta J. Dunbar, Joseph G. LeCount, Anna Ad
Lewis, Andrew L. Jackson, James M. Stockett,Jr., Willaim H.
Bland, John F. Lopez, Sr., Harriet M. Hyde, Florence V. Lopez,
Madeline H. Genebra and I. Anna Morgan. Before the incorpora-
tion not bein able to purchase tha property at 15 Pratt Street,
with the consent of the Home Owners Loan, the seller, Iir. Wil-
liam H. Bland, Sr., purchased the property for $2350.00, 10%
down and about $16.00 per month on the balance. Mr, Freeman
had contacted Aron Richman, NBC agent who pr sed 1/3 of all
tickets sold. We surprised him netting a commission of §367.00
which went to pay back lMr. Bland after we incorporated. The
concert was by Miss Marian Anderson at the Metropolitian theater.
We had been staffed by voluteer help until fortunely WPA took
over with carpenters, plumbers, steamfitters and laborers who
gave the building a good check and with Miss Enid Moore-Browne
as directress, white coller workers in the various crafts, the
nineteen room building was formerly opened. The association
was named in honor of the late John Hope, & great Negro educa-
tor, an alumnus of Brown University who spent many days here
in Providence.

Around the mid 1904's a group of women started a day nursery,

The Mother Dickerson Day Nursery, 22 D street caring for little ones
ones while their mothers were busy otherwise. This effort gave
rise later to the John Hope Community Association around 1928

when funds were solicited to around §$600.00. In 1939 to show

good faifh the effort was revived and the dream of many was re-
alized. After a years probation we were accepted into the

Work Group of the Providence Community Fund. (CRG

1940 Dapve Lprcown bt 1740 IGFE Sl nn W ey Felikene
AT < I’ Er
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1940~ The Rhode Island Inter-Racial Conference, & study of the Negro
in Rhode Island, His Contributations and Needs, sponsored by
the Rhode Island Interchurch Commission for Social Action, Fe-
bruary 11-12, 1940.
Sunday, February 11,
9.15 A.M. Council of Churches Radio Service WPRO
SRR, Exchange of ministers and choirs
1.00 P, M. WJAR Rev W.H.E.Smith, Congdon Street
5.00 P. M. Vesper Service, First Baptist Church
Rev, Arthur E. Wilson, Presddent, Inter
church Commission for Social Action,
presiding
Devotions Rev P. G. Moore-Browne
Speaker Mr. A. Phillip Randolph, pre-
sident Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters.
7.30 P. M., Special services Trinity Union Meth-
odist, Providence; First Methodist,
Pawtucket.
Bebruary 12,
Central Baptist Church, Providence
2.45 P. M. Address; The Negro and his achieve-
ments in R. I., Miss Reberta Duhbar
Symposium: The Negro and His Needs
Mrs. Madeline Genebra, YWCA Bd.ofDir.
Mr. William D, Wiley, Editor Providence
Chronicle.
Miss Helen Smith, Phyllis Wheatley
Senior Club, YWCA.
5.00 P. M. Annual Meeting Providence Urban League.
6.15 P. M. Abraham Lincoln-Frederick Douglass Dinner
Toastmaster, Rabbi William G. Braude
Reports of Diseussion Groups
Speakers:
William P. H., Freeman, Pres: John Hope Ass'n
Bradford H. Kenyon, Pres. Prov. Urban League
Matthew W, Bullock, Former Special Ass't
Attorney-General of Mass.

Providence Public Library, Exhibit of

Negro Literature, Art and Music.

Open House at John Hope Community Center

15 Pratt Street, February 12-17

Pageant, "My Country,Tis" at Temple

Emanu-El, lorris Avenue.

Open House Codding Community Center,

140 Codding Street, Monday, February l?. )
CRG

1945- The First Anniversary of the Knight Street USO was observed at
its facility, 876 Knight Street, Providence, R. I.. The old
Knight Street Police Station had been renovated and furnished
It was open 24 hours a day for the benefit of servicemen from
the surrounging areas. Pouring, Mrs. James M. Stockett, Jr.,
and Mrs. Andrew J. Bell,ll: Standing, James M. Stockett, Jr.,
Mrs. Harold B. Tanner, Mrs. William H. Gross,ll, Chairman of the
Knight Street hostesses, Mrs, S. Foster Hunt, Mayor Dennis J.
Roberts and Paris V. Sterrett, USO director. (CRG)
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1946-#Mrs. FPuma Clarissa (Williams) Clement, daughter of the late
Mr. and Mrs. John Williams was named "American Mother of 1946,
the first Negro ever named for that honor. Her family lived
in my father's house, 133 Wadsworth Street, Providence, R. I.
Mrs. Clement attended the local schools, was a member of the
Second Free Will Baptist Church on Pond Street and left here
in her teens to attend Livingston College, Salisbury, N. C.
While there she met her husband, the late George Clement who
later became bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church in Louisville, Ky. Mrs. Ruth M. Worrel, executive se-
cretary of the United Council of Church Women nominated Mrs.
Clement, chosen from about 60 nominees from all over the
country and her election was announced by Mrs. Harper Sibley
of Rochester, N. Y., the retiring American Mother of 1945
A social worker, a partner in her husband's ministry, a char-
tee member of the SouthernCommission on Inter-Racial Co-oper-
ation, statistician, Kentucky Federation of Women's Clubs,
secretary (Negro division) American Field Army Cancer Society.
Her children all are graduvates of Livingston, one, Rufus E.
Clement became president of Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.,
the others also held high positions in various fields. ( See
enclosures. CRG)

1948- The Rev. Dr. William S. Holland operates the only Negro Day
Camp for Negro children at the Watchman Industrial School at
North Scituate on a piece of property he owns, formerly the
Smithfield Seminary. He also owns the Watchman Industrial
School on Codding Street, Providence, one of the buildings
built by the students. At North Scituate,,the children hegp
in the vegetable gardens which provides some income. The
fee is 25 cents per day if they can pay otherwise free being
carried from Providence by & bus, being taught by volunteer
and paid keachers. ( enclosure Eve Bul 8-23-48 CRG )

1950-#lrs. Rose Butler Browne received an honorary degree, PhD edc
from her Alma Mata, Rhode Island College. (CRG

1950- carl R. Gross, M. D., was appointed by His Exeellency, GoV.
John 0 Pastore of Rhode Island, to the first Committee of
100 on Children and Youth, representing the American Legion
of Rhode Island Child Welfare Committee. ( encl CRG )

1952- William F. Johnson was still working at the age of 90 after
he had been discharged 27 years ago,considered too old to
work in 1925, This was the reason when he applied for a job
with Starkweather & Shepley, Inc, 17 Custom House Street,
at the age of 62, He was born in Beaufort, N. C., Decembersiy
1862. As a boy he worked on & fishing boat out of Beaufort
but learning that his father wanted to send him to Hanpton,
he left home, turpemtine camps in Georgia, railroad construc-
tion gangs in Florida, coming North around 1922 working in New
York, New Haven, Boston and finally Providence. Among other oc-
cupations here he was a porter at the Albee Theater which he
left because of Sunday work, he being very rel ous. ( Prov
Sun Jour, November 30, 1952 CRG )
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1952-#At a social gathering a small group heard Dr. Effie Ellis a re-
sident in Pediatrics at the Providence Lying-In Hospital tell
of the concern of the white teaching staff as to the future of
Negro medical students, their opportunities for gatting an ed-
ucation and the opcning of white medical schools to Negroes of
high scholastic standing, the need of those who are out to aid
another up the laider. Shewas told of a Providence boy, pre-
med at Howard University, on the Dean's list for three years,
who graduates this week and who might not be able to finance
himself on account of the drain so far. She said"that is the
kind of a student who should be helpe# and who a white school
wanted". She wondered if we had 100 friends who would give
$10.00, That is how the Greater Providence Graduate Scholar-
ship committee was former with tuition in full for one year,
$45.00 per month for nine months for this young man with his
family also contributing. He finished and is an internist in
another city, there being a balance of around §$16.00 which was
given to the Providence Urban League for the Margery Bland
Schola®ship fund they were the gmardians of. ( CRG Sec )encls

1953-#Navy Commander Reeves Ramsey Taylor was born in Providence,
March 6, 1929, attended the elementary schools here, Hope High,
Brown University, §did not finish) since he received an appoint-
ment to the U. S. Naval Academy from Senator Theodore Francis
Green of R. I., entering in 1949 and graduating in 1953. He
flew 56 Vietnam missions from the carrier Constellation then
assigned to the Bureau of Naval Personel where he headed a
minority officer recruiting program, traveling to 36 predomi-
nantly Negro colleges. In 1967, navy commisions were given to
47 Negroes, over 100 in 1968. On ll-Mar-70, he relieved Comm.
Patrick E. 0'Gara on board the N.A.S., Albany, Ga., taking com-
mand, (E. B. 3-23-70). He holds the Navy's Air Medal with two
gold stars, thatibhal Defense Medal with bronze star, and the
Vietnam Service lMedal. He is married to the former Gloria Beau-
bien and they have three sons. (PSJ 7-7-68) (CRG)

1953-%Lt. Walter S. Gladding Memorial Square was dedicated at the cor-
ner of Olney and Camp Streets, July 16, 1953 with appropiate
cerecmonies attended by the American Legion and Veterans of Fo-
reign units. The principal address was given by Dr. Carl R.
Gross, child welfare officer of Armstrong-Gladding Post, 69,
American Legion he also being a member of the Dept.of R. I.,
Child Welfare Committee ¢ Pa Jn 7-207=58 “CRG )

1955-%Raymond T. Jackson was born in Providence, R. I.,, December 1k,
1933, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Jackson of Providence.
He began to study the organ at the age of nine, at 13, was the
organist at the Macedonia AME Church on Colfax Street and at
15 he was organist and choir master at the Congdon Street Bap-
tist Church, both of Providence, R. I. He attended the elemen=ary
tary schools here, graduating from Hope High in 1951 being cal-
led upon to direct in the absence of the Hope High director at
various musical occassions. He commuted from New York for two
years to be at Congdon Street for Sunday services. cont. p 38
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