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I should like to acknowledge the many people who have so kindly con-
tributed in numerous ways to have made this effort a most interesting
one by telling me of people, events, giving me material such as books,
medals, personal note-books etc., knowing of my interest in the his-
tory of the Negro in Rhode Island, some of which I should like to per-
sonally mention.

Newspaper clippings from the Gross family scrap book.
Providence Sunday and Daily Journal

Providence Evening Bulletin

Baltimore Afro-American on Madame Sissieretta Joynor Jones
PAXLs Vupale Cowrvige

History of the Providence Chroniele by William D. Wilet, Editor
Rhode Island State Library on Legislature and Law

Providence Medical Association Library

Rhode Island Council of Churches

Rhode Island Historical Society

Rhode Island College on Neégro Graduates

Rhode Island Bar Journal Vol xv Biography on William A, Heathman Esq.

The early life of the Colored People of Providence by William J. Brown
Angell and Company, Providence, R. I. 1883

Negroes on the Island of Rhode Island by Charles A. Battle, 1932

Sketch of the Life of Goerge Thomas Downing, by S. K. M. Washington,
Newpert, R. I. The Milne Printery, 1910

fevaesqe o
Brown University Directory,PQAGraduates from Brown and Pembroke up to
1950, library of William A, Heathman, Esq.

Hand written notes on Negro Churches in Rhode Island by Mrs. Ulysses
T. Carter, Sr., assisted by Mrs. Beverly Tinsley, (Tercentenary mate=icl
rial,)

"These Plantationa™ by J. Earl Clauson Eve Bul 2-1-35 (Oldest Negro

Church?
Newport Gardner's Life by J. Earl Clauson, Prov Jour 5-20-36

The personal note-book of Miss Reberta J. Dunbar with dates of lec-
tures in Rhode Island on the Negro. Given to me by Mrs. W. D. Wiley,
former metron at the Bannister House, 45 East Transit Street, Prov.
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INTRODUCTION

My first interest in history was at the age of ten, in 1898 when I
could hardly wait for the Providence Evening Bulletin to arrive,
my parents to finish reading @t so I could cut out pictures of bat-
tleships to paste in my own scrap book.

There was a family scrap book containing articles mainly about the
Negro which I read. Many old clippings have been transferred to my
files which have been a great source of interest in my later re-
search.

In 1935, when Governor William H. Vanderbilt announced the first
appointments to the Rhode Island Tercentenary Committee, there was
Negroecrepresentation, so at the request and suggestion of the Provi-
dence branch of the NAACP, the following were added:- Joseph G. Le-
Count, Esq., Miss Reberta J., Dunbar, Dr. Andrew L. Jackson, Sr.,
Mrs. Ulysses T. Carter, Sr., Dr. Carl R. Gross of Providence, Mrs.
Beverly Tinsley, Mr. Leroy Williams and Mr. William H. Hilton of
Newport.

The group met at Miss Dunbar's home on December 11, 1935 to orga-
nize and plan the scope of their activities. Many suggestion were
presented but the one having the greatest appeal was to have dif-
ferent members write on various categories such as art, law, le-
gislators, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, nursing, teachers clubs
etc and to compile and publish a phapblet on the History of the
Negro in Rhode Island. Mr. LeCount was named to serve as chair-
man and Dr. Gross, as secretary. I have all the coreespondencepper-
taining to this effort still in my possesion, (1970).

Financial assistance was not forth coming from the general com-
mittee altho they thought well of the project due to lack of mo-
ney, so the effort slumped,

lly interest became intensified from the great amount of material
thet was collected so in the late fifties I began to research and
authenticate to compile the following infemme&tion.

Carl R. Gress, M. D.
Providence, R, I. 1970

The Chronological Notes on the Negro in Rhode Island denies any
liability forrstatement of facts or copinions by contributors

Files en:- ART CHURCHES CLUBS ORGANIZATIONS: DENTISTRY ILAW
EDUCATION INVENTORS LEGESIATURE MEDICINE MILITARY
PHARMACY PRESS NURSES MISCE



L §
ACKNONLEDGNEETS

Address by William P. H. Freeman, Januvary 1, 1937, Annual Anniver-
sity of the Emancipation at the BeneficénttCongregational (Rounfl
Top) Church, Providence, R. I. Providence branch of the NAACP.

A Tercentenary History of 300 Years, arranged dhd illustrated by
Winfred R. Cyr,(c) Eve Bul 10-8-36.

Personal notes on Negro Churches in Rhede Island by Mrs. Ulysses T.
Carter, Sr., assisted by Mrs. Beverly Tinsley. 1936.

A scrap book of press releases all over the United States and Can-
ada, three gold medals out of seventeen she wore,in concert, six
photographs, a flyer of the California tour beloning to Madame Sis-
sierette Joynor Jones, "The Black Patti"™ given to me by William P.
H. Freeman and I in turn presented all to the Jesse E. Moorland Col-
lection, Howard University, Washington, D. C., also a short history
on the life of Madame Jones as: I knew her. CRG

161st Anniversary program of Bethel AME Church, 1795-1956, the first
Negro church in Providencé, R. I., with church history inside cover.

Negro Churches in Rhode Island before 1860 by Robert Glenn Scherer,
Jr., Rhode Island Histery, January 1966.

Original minute book of the first Quarterly Conference of the CME
of the Zion connection formed by Jehiel Bemone, Sept. 2nd 1837. Be-
low on the same page informent Sister Catherine Chesbrew of how the
church started. '

AV\NW’\\L
Anti-Negro Prejudice and Discrimgtion in Rhede Island, 1860-1900 by
Jean Girard, (RICIHisbopy Honord), June 7, 1966. A great amount of informa
information was given to him by Carl R. Gross, M. D. See His paper,

History ef Negro Masonary in Rhede Island from the proceedings of
the Most Worshipful Eureka Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of
the State of Rhede Island, from 1902 te 1906, including a Histori-
cal sketch. Printed by the Mercury Publishing Company, Newport, R.
o 190/, Hnel

Letter of appeintment of a Negre group te the Rhede Island State
Tercentenary Cemmittee and the minutes of that greup by Carl R.
Gress, M. D., secretary, 1935-1936
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INTERVIENS

William A. Heathman, Esq. % Many times when he was 94 years old after

a professional visit I would sit and talk at his home and he would

tell me about his disappointments as well as his achievements; about

the first four members of the Rhode Island General Assembly,( see

file on them ),how one was not too vecal, he was a liatener, so the
Speaker at the end of the session would give him a nod, he would ad-
dress the chair saying, Mr, Speaker,"I move the House do now ad journ";
He tole me of a slave who was shipped North who became the coachman

for Mr. Corlisg of the Corlisg steam engine company and was called,
William "Boxpeel™ Jones; about being thrown off a trolley car by a con-
ductor who had recently come here from the South, Vr. Heathman was talking
ing with the son of the judge who tried the case, whe had correct infor-
mation about the case, ( This and moere are in an article of the Rhode
BRMBameﬂonm.%mmm,Mml%hvdxvmg);thm.
Monroe, a walking encyclopedia on Rhode Island Law, who finished his

law course in tow instead of three years, plus many more facts about

the Negro here. ( Bar Journal enclosed ); He was the Republican mem—

ber of the Rhode Island State Returning Board, now the State Board of
Elections, frem 1903 te 1919.

Mrs. Flerence West Ward %, the oldest living member of Bethel AME.
Church, age 95, now residing at the Bannister House who told me about
the sub-cellar in the church which was a station of the Underground
Railway in Providence. Bethel was the first church in Providence,
1795~ 1961 when it was sold to Brown University. The members bought
another church where they are now, 1970, how there first building was
built by the male members, had no mortgage when finished and owhng
not a penny. I was tole her mother allowed her to play only with cer-
tain children, did not allow her to wash dished or her clethes, bring-
ing her up as a lady, changing her clothes twice daily, (This was told
to me by Mrs, James A Gilbert.)

Mrs..James Grossi nee Margaret West, another of the older members of
Bethel, telling me about its past.

Mr. Sidney Brown #wWho gave me an anniversary program ofi the 16lst

year with a wonderful hjstory of Bethel AME Church. He was also a mem-
ber, how he worked for Mr. Peter Sims, a member, an ash remover Who
had his men screen ashes from east side homes, pick out the clinkers
and sell by the bushel basket. During financial stress, Bethel Church
was heated on a Sunday by many bushels given by Mr. Sims.

Mrs. James A, Gidbert % of Providence, ttold me about the Neptune
Yacht Club on the west side of the bay; "The Inquirers Club" which
met for discussiens on current subjects; "Contraband"™, a term used
for slaves who had fled North, who were housed in barracks at Camp
Fremont, (Dexter Training Ground) where whites would come to engage
their services until they had permenant jobs; about the old Indian
Burial Ground at Thayer and Olive Streets, hew for progress, the bo-
dies were exhumed and re-buried out ar§hd the North Burial Ground;

% Native bern Rhede Islander continued
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INTERVIERS

Mrs. Gilbert continued

Zebedee Howland, his Indian name was Howling Lands was her gradn-fa-
ther on her mother's side, she had his commisgion as Sargeant-Ma jor
of the 1l4th Rhede Island Volunteers, Heavy Artillary, an all Negre
Regiment in the Civil War, (1800), signed by Colonel Viall and Ad-
Junt Whiting, commisioned officers white, non-commisioned officers
Negro; Zebedee Heowland as a chmld went to a scheol for colered chil-
dren and meeting his teacher, (white) on the street, he raised his
hat to him, for this he was rebuked by him and told if he did that
again, he would thrash him, (Prov Sun Jour).

Joseph G. LeCount, Esq., of Providence who gave me the names and
dates of admission to the Rhede Island Bar before his, May 5, 1914.
He said in cases of discrimanation, there was a small fine on the
books and instead of sin no more, the owners of buisnesses would
gladly pay the fine and sin again.

Now there is a Commission on Human Rights, the successor to the old
State Commission on Discrimanation which puts mere teeth in the act.
He spoke of many cases that would be ready to go to trial and the
complaintant or witnesses would back dewn because of fear of loss of
their job or retaliation in some form.

Oliver C. Nurten of Newport telling of helping to carry an x-ray ma-
chine belonging te Dr. Marcus F. Weathland also of Newport who had
onr of the first x-ray machines in the state.

He promised Charles A. Battle of Newport whe wrote in his pamplet

of the x-slaves who fought in the Battle of Rhede Island that he
would work to establish a suitable memorial teo their memory. Thir-
ty years later this was culmated on July 4, 1967 near the site of
that famous battle, sponsered by the Newport NAACP, State, Veterans
organizations and Portsmouth officials.

Walter S. Gladding told me of his boss, an orthopedic surgeon here
in Providence used to borrow Dr. Wheatland's tube when his tube was
bad.

George Reilly, supertendent of the RISPCA, 372 Fountain Street, Prev-
idence, R. I., told me the stories abeut Sarah Gardner and the Scoett-
lanferd fight, about the plague in hemer of Sarah Gardner.

Mrs. Percival G. Moore-Broewne on the histery of the Church of the
Savieur, Previdence, R. I.

Mr. Luke N. Fears, a member who gave me a histery ef the Church of
Ged and the Saints ef Christ, Previdence, R. I.

Mrs. Geonge FarrowX(Annie Perry) who tddd me of many happenings of
the Algonquin Council and her father's farm on Dugaway Hill,Cranston

# Native born Rhede Islander
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1696~ Historians accept 1696 as the year of the introduction
of slavery into Rhode Island when the first cargo of Negro
slaves arrived in Newport, R. I., from Barbadees, BWI., and
were sold for 30 or 40 pounds apiece. Part of the cargo
was unloaded, the ship stayed overnight, the next day sail-
ing for Boston, Mass. More than 25 distilleries made rum
in Newport and over 180 ships made their port there. A
slaver paid 115 gallons for a healthy male, 95 for a healthy
female, the slave trade became so large that a tax of 3
pounds was levied on each sale to help pave the streets of
Newport, this later being repealed in 1732, Newport be-
came the chief slave market in America, Briston, second and
Gherleston, S. €.« ., third.

There were several slave markets in Newport, one at the cor-
ner of Mill and Spring Streets, another at North Baptist and
Thames Streets. If they became overcrouded or the sales be-
came slow, they were kept at Gravelly Point, now the city
dock, until times were better.

In May of 1652, it was enacted by the Geheral Assembly: "
Whereas there is a common custom practiced among Englishmen

to buy negars so that they may have them for service or slaves
forever; for the preventing of such practice among us, let it
be ordered that no black mankind or white, being forced by
cevenant, bond or otherwise, to serve any man or his assign-
ees, longer than ten years or uhtil they brr twenty four years

of age, if they bee taken in under fourteen, from the time of

renss D17



Z
comings within the liberties of the Colonie and at the end of
ten years, to set them free as in the manner of English ser-
vants . And that man that will not let them go free or shall
sell them away to others for a long time, hee or they shall
forfeit to the Colonie, forty pounds."

This legislalation was the first positive declaration against
slavery by any of the Colonies. ( CAB-WPHF )

1730- The earliest census in Providence, showed 3916 whites
and 128 Negroes. ( see chart 2a by John C. Minkins, number
and percentage distributations 1730-1860.,)

1735- The population of Rhode Island was 71936, 1648 Negroes
and 936 Indians, 69352 whites. ( RJD )

1745- Newport Gardner ( Occramer Marycoo ) 1745-1826

His parents hearing of the great opportunities in America, en-
trusted their son, age 14 to a white Ship's captain to bring
to America to gain an education but instead he was sold to
Captain Caleb Gardner, a sympathetic person. Mrs. Gardner
helped to teach him English, made it possible for him to take
nusic lessons from a white teacher who came from Boston and
one of her friends taught him French. After six months he
had surpassed his teacher, maintaining & room on High Street
where he gave music lessons to some of the leading families.
He took a woman of colour to be his wife, had children and a
home of his own on Pope Street.

Gardner was a very religious man who came under the influence

of the Rev. Dr. Hopkins, paster of the First Congragational




1745- Newport Gardner continued

Church in Newport who listened to his dreams and gave him en-
couragement. Gardner's home on Pope Street was the scene of
many religious meetings, the forerunner of the Union Congre-
gational Church in Newport in 1859. gardner's interests were
helping his people, religion, sacred music, his freedom and to
return to his homeland, He never forgot his native laungage.
He with nine others bought a lottery ticket which won $2000.00,
this helped to lncrease the funds of the African Colonization
Society so he with 23 others left Newpoft, arriving in Boston,
December 18, 1825. The brig "Vine"™ left Boston, Januvary 4,
1826, reaching Liberia February 6, 1826 in his 8lst year. He
and his chief lieutenant, Salmer Nubia fell victom to African
feyertdying seoon after their arrivaiy, At the age of 50, he
composed an anthem, "Promise" the most faméus of many, publish-
ed in Boston and sung in many Negro churches. The only known
copy in existence was in the hands of the widow of Dr. Alonza
M. Van Horne. (CAB Negroes on the Island of Rhode Island)
"One of the most remarkable men, black or white, the State

has known." ( These Plantations Eve Bul 2-1-35 J.E.Clauson)
17K8A Patience Borden, 1758 1811, a free woman of colour left
a flil dated March 19, lall..........as a fund, the interets
of which to be applied for the relief of indigent persons of
colour who shall be members of her church, the First Baptist
Church in America,” She died April 1, 1811 in her 53rd year.

( Rhode Island History, Winter 1869, p 26 )

GRS
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1760- The last slave to die in Rhode Island was James Buffum,
Seere OF Jamestiown, R. D., age 100 years on January 35 186QL
( Eve Bul 2-1-35 J. Earl Clauson)

1763- The first school for colored children was opened by the

Rev. rmaduke Browne, the rector of Trinity Church at the
corner of Division and Mary Streets, October of 1763. Girls
were given the rudiments of education and domestic work while
boys received class-room wWork and were apprenticed to black-
smiths, carpenters, coopers etc, Battle in his pamphlet men-
tions that Neptune Thurston, a slave and a cooper by trade
gave Gilbert Stuart, his first lessions in painting. After
Rev. Browne's death, the school was carried on by Mrs. Mary

G. Brett until the outbreak of the Revohutiaény, re-opened in
1785, closing upon her death April 14, 1799. Again it was re-
opened under the auspices of the African Benevolent Society
whose sole purpose was maintaining a school for colored chil-
dren. It had a Constitution calling for a set of officers,

a board of directors of nine members, five of whom shall be
colored. Newport Bardner was elected President and Issac Rice
to be secretary. The school charged fifty cents yearly and
went on with varying success until the City of Newport took
over education in 1842. (- (e )

Rev., Hopkinsson going down to the wharves, saw such conditions
which caused him to preach strongly against slavery that mem-
bers of his church voted to exclude all members that were
slave holders and in this cause he was joined by the Quakers

and Episcopalians.

GRpsS P A3



1770- Rev. Hopkins was the father of the idea of civilizing
and Christainizing Africans and to send them back to Africa
as missionaries. The first African Colonizing Society was
the out-grouth of his idea. ( CAB )

1778~ In Februvary of 1778, the General Assembly of Rhode
Island, voted and resolved, " That every able bodied Negro,
mulatto or Indian slave in this State, may enlist to enter
either of two battalions, to serve during the continuance of
the war with Great Britain, that every slave so enlisted
shall be entirled to receive all bounties, wages and encour-
agements allowed by the Continental Congress to any soldier
enihsiFed s Inathesservilce,t

# It is further voted and resolved, that every soldier so en-
listing shal upon passing muster before Colonel Christopher
Greene, be immediately discharged from his master or mistress
and shall be absolutely free, as though he had never been en-
cumbered with any kind of servitude or slavery and in case
such slave shall, by sickness or otherwise be unable to main-
tain himself, he shall be supported by the State, not his mas-
Gerorthis misitress. And Whereas slaves have been deemed by
law, the property of their owner, compensation ought to be
maéde for the loss of their services."

" It was further voted and r esolved, That there be allowed and
paid by this State to the owners for every slave enlisting, a
sum according to his worth, a price not exceeding one hundred
and twenty pounds for the most valuable slave and in propor-

tion for a slave of less value, (continued on p 6)

rPrSS
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1778~ Provided, the owner shall deliver to the officer who en-
1list him, the clothes of said slave or otherwise he shall not
be entitled to said sum".

These regiments created by the General Assembly were the first
in the history of the Nation to be received and accepted into
the armed services of the country on terms of equality with

other soldiers. ( CAB )

1778~ The first major contributation of the Negro to the State
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations was in the forma-—
tion of the first Negro regiment in America which fought so
bravely in the Battle of Rhode Island, August 29, 1778 at
Portsmoeuth, R. I, These men both slaves and free, more than
proved their fighting ability, withstanding the Hessians and
taking a toll of five for every man they lost. The Hessian
officer refused to lead his men in battle the next day for
fear of his 1life and asked to be transferred. After this be
battle, General Greene's regiment was sent South and follow-
ing its leader, was wiped out to a man in the Battle of
Point Bridge, N. Y,, May 13, 178L.. In Auvgust of 1928, the
150th anniversary of the Battle of Rhode Island was celebra-
ted, at that time a suggestion was made that the State honor
in stone or bronze, the memory of Colonel Greene's regiment.
Mr., @liver @, Burton, Jr., of the Newport chapter of the
NAACP promised Charles A, Battle that he would work to help
establish such a memorial, enlisting the aild of Senator
Erich A. 0'Day Taylor of Newport, 39 years lateer on July

4, 1967 a site at Barker's Bridge R. I., was dedicated,

P
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1783~ Momes. Gardner had come under the influence of Rev.
Hopkins, the pastor of the First Congregational Church in
Newport, also became a member. Inspired by the formation
of the African Union Meeting House in Providence, in 1819,
twelve men met at Gardner's house on January 6, 1824, again
on February 24, 1824, They established the Colored Union
Church, feeling their were advantages in a Negro organiza-
tion,electing Gardner and Shadrack Hawkins, deacons, the
Rev. Mr. Patten (white) treasurer, ahama Gardner, clerk.
Issac Rice, Turnbridge Hammond and Ishmael Fayerweather
wWere appointed to find a site for a church. They purchased
a lot, 100x60 at the corner of Church and Division Streets,
and on this site the first Colored Church was built and de-—
dicated, June 23, 1824 in Newport, R. I, Their pastor,
Rev. Jacob C. Perry of Narragansett, served from 1826-1845
and outgrowing their quarters, in 1835 they acquired the
Fourth Baptist Meeting House, called the "0ld Salt Box with
services there in February of 1835. Rev. Luke Waldron of
Narragansett was the next pastor from 1845-1852 and under
him the church was incorporated under the laws of Rhode Is-
land. Charles W. Gardner, 1852-1858, stressed the inpor-
tance of the Sunday School. Under Benjamin Lynch, 1858-
1863, the church lost its community aspect, recognized by
a council, March 29, 1859 as an orthodox Congregational
church. In the fall it was re-incorporated as the Union

Congregational Church, Newport, R. I.

GROSS
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1783- An older Negro church?

Rev. Lynch resigned as pastor to become a chaplain in & newly
regiment in the Civil War. Rev. Samuel Harrison came in 1863
and resigned in 1865. Rev. Malon A. Van Horne next as acting
pastor in September of 1868 and was made perma&nent in January,
1869, He was a member of the first class to graduate from Lin-
coln University in Oxford, Pa. The church grew emormously under
his 29 years as pastor. In 1871, the church was demolished with
work on the new ediface, which commenced in May, the corner-—
stone laid, June 15, 1871 and the new church was dedicated in
the October following. Rev. Van Horne was active in civic
work, & member of the Newport School Committee from 1873 to
1892, being chairman of several committees, also one of the
committee on examination for the State Normal School; elected
to the Rhode Island legislature in 1885, served for three years
and in 1897, he resigned his pastorate upon being appointed by
President William licKinley as U. S. Consul to St. Thomas, Dan-
ish West Indies, resigning from the diplomatic service in 1908.
Among some ministers following were: Rev. Byron U. Gunner; Rev,
Clifford L. Miller, the ablest financler; the church being in
great debt when he came in 1913, but when he left in LGS
every debt had been removed, with many improvements made and
paid for; Rev. A. T. Peters was the skholar, a graduate from
Iincoln University, oxford, Pa., Yale University school of
Religion, Ph.D., Brown University, LL.D Cambridge College,
England, and many others. The church dwindled and in 1964,

merged under the name of the United Congregational Church,.

. GROSS P, 35
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1781~ The Rhode Island Regiment of Negroes who fought at the
Battle of Rhode Island, August 29th, 1778, were wiped out at
the Battle of Point Bridge, New.York, May 1B 5h L 8ES CAB
1784~ An act passed in 1784, provided that all children born
after March lst, 1784 were to be free, their support and ed-
ucation to be provided by the towns in which they resided.
This Act was later amended to put the cost of rearing a child
upon the mother's owner. AB
1787- An Act passed in 1787, under its provisions, the slave
trade in the State was abolished as well as trading with the
West Indies. A fine of 100 pounds for every person imported
and 1,000 pounds for each ship engaged in this traffic. CAB
1791- A call was seng out by Newport Gardner to members of
the African Union Society for a "“Slaves Thanksgiving Service",
Mpriis3a), - 79Nk, he last of these services was held in April
of 1824 in the Fourth Baptist Meeting House and the sermon was
preached by Professor William Gammell of Brown University.

The original Thanksgiving Proclamation was in the possesion

of the Union Congregational Church in Newport as well as other
colonial records about Negroes. These records are in the pos-
sion of the United Congregational Church of Newport with which
the Union Congregational Church, merged in 1964, CAB JWD
1792- Isaac Rice, a free man was born in Narragansett in 1792
and diedin Newport, 1866.. He was brought to Newport in hits
early life, embraced religion and koined the First Congrega-
ﬁional Church (white). Iater he was one of the €handersheri-
Eéfé of the Union Congregational Church (Negro) and its clerky

also gave the church its first organ.

GRDOS P 5L
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1792- TIsaae A, Rice, continued

A gardner by trade, he worked for some of the leading families
of Newport and while working for Governor Gibbs, he planned
and planted the trees in Touro Park there. He was a great
Worker in the anti-slavery cause, forming the acquaintance of
Frederdck Douglass, after his escape from the South to New Bed-
ford, Mess., which became a life long friendship. His home
was a station of the Underground Railroad in Newport at the
corner of William and Thomas Streets, (still in the family).
Iater he entered the catering buisness with a fashionable es-
tablishment on Cotton Court and he and Downing were the cater-—
rs for a great reunion of the Sons and Daughters of Newport in
1859. CAB
1795- The African Freedman's Society which later developed
inte Bethel A. M< E. Churech of Providence, R. I., was founded
exactly 100 years before the incorporation of Bethel in 1839.
In 1795, it was a free mission and in 1800, in May, it joined
with four other BEriedn Methodist Episcopal bodies:- (Mother)
Bethel in Philadelphia, Pa., Bethel in Baltimore, Md., Bethel
in New York, N. Y., and Emanuel in Charlestonn S. C. It was
the only organization, owned, operated and controled in whole,
by the American Negro, the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
The members first met in various homes, a tenement at Thayer
and Cushing Streets, the southwest corner and in 1820 they
purchased a lot at 193 Meeting Street, where a chmrch of logs
was built. In September of 1838, fifteen persons led by
Daniel Morse and Ichabod Northup met , organized and in 1839,

incorporated as Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church.
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1797- Hiram Lodge, Ne. 3, F. & A. M.,(Prince Hall), the first Negre
lodge of Mason in Rhode Island, was given license on the 25th
of June, 1797, by Prince Hall, master eof African Ledge, No.
459, to assemble and work as a lodge.

This was the second Negra lodge created in the United States,
the officers were installed by Prince Hall, Grand Master.,
September 22, 1797. (From the proceedings of the Most Worahip-
ful Rureka Grand Ledge, Free and Accepted Masons of the State
of Rhode Island, from 1902 to 1906, including a Historical
Sletech, Printed by the Mercury Publishing Company, Newport, R.
oy AOT6)

1797~ Harvey Chace, born in Somerset, Massachusetts, August 3lst,
1797, the oldest of seven children of Oliver &hdcBusannah

it

Buffington Chace. rvey; Samuel B; Aseneth; Mary; Jona-
thon; Elizabeth; and Oliver, Jr. He moved to Valley Falls,

R. I., in 1843, p 267; p 268, "His home being a safeway sta-

tion of the Underground Railroad.

(Biographical Enclycopedia of Representative Men in R. I.,

1881, Providence, Nat. Biog Puby Co., Prov., 1L88L.)

On p 163 is shown a map of the Underground R. R., and p 165
is shown a picture of the home of Elizabeth Buffun Chace,
in valley Palls, R. I., which is listed as a station of
the Underground.

Both named Chace; both lived in Valley Falls, R. I., both
were stations of the Underground Railroad.

Could she be the sister or sister in law of Harvey?
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1797- Barvey Chace continued
land in 1843 and "His home being a safeway station of the
Underground Railrailroad.™ (pp 267-268 National Biographical
Cyclopedia of Representative Men in Rhode Island, National
Biographical Publishing Company, Providence, R. I. , 188L.)
The Colored American Magazine, January, 1903, on p 163 shows
a map of the Underground Railroad in New England and p 165, a
picture of the home of Elizabeth Buffum Chace, also in Valley
Falls, Rhode Islend, as a station of the Underground Railread.
(0liver Chace had seven children: Harvey; Samuel B; Aseneth;
Mary; Jonathon; Elizabeth and Oliver, Je.) CRG
1800~ Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church of Providence,
R. I., in 1800 became the fifth Bethel affiliate in America.
1808- Rhode Island General Assembly abolished slavery in R. I.
1808- The school for colored children which was started by the
Rev. Marmaduke Browne in Newport, in 1763, was re-opened by

Newport Gardner as teacher in 1808. CAB

1819- George Henry, 1819-1900, was born & slave in Virginia of
slave parents, spending his early years on & plantation there
but not being satisfied with farm life, he left, going to sea
dsva cook dn 1831, for 17 years. He was promoted to be the
master of the coastal schooner, Llevelyn owned by Sally Grif-
fin and her newphew. She lived on King Street, Alexander, Va.
For three or four years he was engaged in running timber from
Virginia to Baltimore and the knowledge thus acquired of dif-
ferent grades of timber was so great that when the acqueduct

was built across the Georgetown River, the selection of all
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George Henry continued
the piles to be used wereé left entirely to him. On his last
trip as skipper, he left the ship in Baltimore, going on to
Philadelphia, then to Providence in 1847, found & position on
a boat plying between Providence and New York finally leaving
the sea. He became sexton of St. Stephens Episcopal Church
here for 25 years, where he became a member. In 1859, he
founded a society, known as the ﬁenry and Brown Society, the
sole purpose of which was to educate colored youths in the
higher branches of learning, denied them at that time. To-
gether with Downing and Jefferson, they institufed and main-
tained a long fight to desegregate and have equal pchuolinges
in Rhode Islend, which resulted successfully in 1871L. fira)
1872, drawn on jury duty in the Superior Court, he became the
first Negro to serve on a Rhode Island Jury. John F. Toby,
chr. of the House Judiciary Committee opposed the repeal of
the intermarriage laws, and because of his stand in this mat-
ter and his remarks, he was defeated in the next three elect-
ions by the efforts of Mr. Henry and others of his race, A
few years later he led an assault on the Metropolitan Life
Insurrance Company, forcing them to give somewhat near equal
benefits to the colored people.
In 1895, he presented to LivingstoneCGblkege in Salisbury,
N. €., his entire library, eompfising of valuable and rare
books on the history of the race during the first half cent-
ury, the entire works of Charles Sumner, seceral exeellant
cases, together with an oil painting of himself, portraits

of Touissant L'Overture; John Brown; Charles Sumner and
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George Henry continued

others. This isfamonggrif-nots thetbest gift that Livingstone
has ever received from a member of the race. In 1894, he pre-
sented to Ives Post, No. 13, G.A.R., Department of Rhode Island,
an immense volume désigned to contain personal war sketches ete.
This book cost $100.00. These sketches written in by me in
1898, (William A. Heathman, Esq.) who was the post historian,
and turned over to the Post, August 4th of that year.

In closing:- his own words, "Let me give glory to God on high
and peace to men on earth. My country, flag and the Republican
Party and its principlez, first, last and Forever

(Notes by William A. Heathmean, Esq., P.E.B., Jan.24,1900. CRG)

1819- GEORGE T. DONNING was born in New York city, December 30,
1819 and died in Newport, Rhode Island, July, 21, 1903. He at-
tended public schools in New York with men who later became
famous, Henry Garnett, Professor Reason and Doctor Crummell.
These men with others began at the age of 14 and 16 to be in-
volved in civil rights adopting a resolution, refraining from
celebrating the Fourth of July, since to colored people the
Declaration of Independence was a mockery. As a youth, he
was an agent of the Underground Railroad, spiriting away "Lit-
tle Henry"™, & slave who had been put in jail there.decceass 88
member of a committee to fight the Fugitive Slave law also he
fought to abolish the property qualification act that colored
had to have $250.00 worth of real estate to vote. He was in
the participation of the agitation over the fugitive slave,
Anthony Burns. (See Providence Sunday Journal, October 13,

1957 entitled"RACE TROUBLE IN BOSTON", copy attached.)
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